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5,000 or more people than the next best 
applicant. If none of the applicants in a 
mutually exclusive group would 
substantially further fair distribution 
goals, all applicants will proceed to 
examination under a point system. If 
two or more applicants will provide the 
same level of service to an equivalent 
number of people (differing by less than 
5,000), only those equivalent applicants 
will be considered together in a point 
system. Acceptance for filing of a 
tentative selectee’s application in a 
Threshold Fair Distribution of Service 
Order, or an equivalent Order, triggers 
the applicant’s local public notice 
obligation under § 73.3580. 
* * * * * 
■ 45. Amend § 73.7003 by revising 
paragraph (a) to read as follows: 

§ 73.7003 Point system selection 
procedures. 

(a) If timely filed applications for 
reserved FM channels or reserved TV 
channels are determined to be mutually 
exclusive, applications will be 
processed and assessed points to 
determine the tentative selectee for the 
particular channels. The tentative 
selectee will be the applicant with the 
highest point total under the procedure 
set forth in this section and will be 
awarded the requested permit if the 
Commission determines that an award 
will serve the public interest, 
convenience, and necessity. Acceptance 
for filing of a tentative selectee’s 
application in an NCE Comparative 
Points Order, or an equivalent Order, 
determined under this section triggers 
the applicant’s local public notice 
obligation under § 73.3580. 
* * * * * 

PART 74—EXPERIMENTAL RADIO, 
AUXILIARY, SPECIAL BROADCAST 
AND OTHER PROGRAM 
DISTRIBUTIONAL SERVICES 

■ 46. The authority citation for part 74 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 302a, 303, 307, 
309, 310, 325, 336 and 554. 

■ 47. Amend § 74.782 by revising 
paragraph (i)(4)(i) to read as follows: 

§ 74.782 Low power television and TV 
translator simulcasting during the ATSC 3.0 
(Next Gen TV) transition. 

* * * * * 
(i) * * * 
(4) * * * 
(i) Next Gen TV stations must provide 

notice at least 90 days in advance of 
relocating their ATSC 1.0 signals. 
* * * * * 

PART 76—MULTICHANNEL VIDEO 
AND CABLE TELEVISION SERVICE 

■ 48. The authority citation for part 76 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 151, 152, 153, 154, 
301, 302, 302a, 303, 303a, 307, 308, 309, 312, 
315, 317, 325, 335, 338, 339, 340, 341, 503, 
521, 522, 531, 532, 534, 535, 536, 537, 543, 
544, 544a, 545, 548, 549, 552, 554, 556, 558, 
560, 561, 562, 571, 572, 573. 

■ 49. Amend § 76.66 by revising 
paragraph (d)(2)(ii) to read as follows: 

§ 76.66 Satellite broadcast signal carriage. 
* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(2) * * * 
(ii) Except as provided in this 

paragraph (d)(2)(ii), satellite carriers 
shall transmit the notices required by 
paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this section via 
certified mail to the address for such 
television station licensee listed in the 
Licensing and Management System 
maintained by the Commission. After 
July 31, 2020, the written notices 
required by paragraphs (d)(1)(vi), 
(d)(2)(i), (v), and (vi), (d)(3)(iv), (d)(5)(i), 
(f)(3) and (4), and (h)(5) of this section 
shall be delivered electronically via 
email to the email address for carriage- 
related questions that the station lists in 
its public file in accordance with 
§§ 73.3526 and 73.3527 of this 
subchapter. 
* * * * * 
[FR Doc. 2025–03115 Filed 3–21–25; 8:45 am] 
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Part 36 Separations Rules in Response 
to Commission Referrals; Request for 
Comments 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Request for comments. 

SUMMARY: In this document, the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(Commission), on behalf of the Federal- 
State Joint Board on Jurisdictional 
Separations (Joint Board), seeks 
comment on issues and questions that 
the Commission referred to the Joint 
Board for consideration in the 2024 
Separations Freeze Extension and 
Referral Order to determine the future 
course of the Part 36 separations rules. 
DATES: Comments are due on or before 
April 23, 2025; reply comments are due 
on or before May 8, 2025. 

ADDRESSES: Pursuant to §§ 1.415 and 
1.419 of the Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 
1.415, 1.419, interested parties may file 
comments and reply comments on or 
before the dates indicated above. 
Comments may be filed using the 
Commission’s Electronic Comment 
Filing System (ECFS). You may submit 
comments, identified by CC Docket No. 
80–286, FCC 25J–1, by either of the 
following methods: 

• Electronic Filers: Comments may be 
filed electronically using the internet by 
accessing the ECFS: https://
www.fcc.gov/ecfs/. 

• Paper Filers: Parties who choose to 
file by paper must file an original and 
one copy of each filing. 

• Filings can be sent by hand or 
messenger delivery, by commercial 
courier, or by the U.S. Postal Service. 
All filings must be addressed to the 
Secretary, Federal Communications 
Commission. 

• Hand-delivered or messenger- 
delivered paper filings for the 
Commission’s Secretary are accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. by the FCC’s 
mailing contractor at 9050 Junction 
Drive, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701. 
All hand deliveries must be held 
together with rubber bands or fasteners. 
Any envelopes and boxes must be 
disposed of before entering the building. 

• Commercial courier deliveries (any 
deliveries not by the U.S. Postal Service) 
must be sent to 9050 Junction Drive, 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701. Filings 
sent by U.S. Postal Service First-Class 
Mail, Priority Mail, and Priority Mail 
Express must be sent to 45 L Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20554. 

• Additional Requirement to Send 
Comments and Reply Comments. Parties 
must email one copy of any comments 
and reply comments to the persons 
named on the Federal-State Joint Board 
on Jurisdictional Separations Service 
List: https://www.fcc.gov/general/ 
jurisdictional-separations. 

• People with Disabilities: To request 
materials in accessible formats for 
people with disabilities (braille, large 
print, electronic files, audio format), 
send an email to fcc504@fcc.gov or call 
the Consumer & Governmental Affairs 
Bureau at 202–418–0530. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Marv Sacks, Pricing Policy Division of 
the Wireline Communications Bureau, 
at (202) 418–2017 or via email at 
marvin.sacks@fcc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
summary of the Public Notice released 
on February 14, 2025, in CC Docket No. 
80–286, FCC 25J–1. The full text of this 
document is available at the following 
internet address: https://www.fcc.gov/ 
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document/separations-joint-board- 
seeks-comment-fcc-referrals. 

On November 13, 2024, the 
Commission adopted the 2024 
Separations Freeze Extension and 
Referral Order that extends, for up to an 
additional six years to December 31, 
2030, the freeze of the separations rules 
for rate-of-return incumbent local 
exchange carriers. To fully address the 
future of these rules, last revised more 
than 35 years ago in a vastly different 
telecommunications marketplace, the 
Commission also referred to the Joint 
Board additional issues for its 
consideration. 

First, the Commission reiterated a 
prior referral asking the Joint Board 
‘‘whether separations rules are still 
needed during the transition from a 
regulated to a competitive marketplace’’ 
and whether the Commission should 
still pursue comprehensive reform or 
allow the separations rules to become 
increasingly obsolete over time. More 
specifically, the Commission asked the 
Joint Board for a recommended decision 
on ‘‘whether comprehensive reform is 
still in the public interest when the 
industry is naturally transitioning away 
from legacy technologies and cost-based 
ratemaking and the burdens of 
compliance with any new set of rules, 
were they to be reformed, would be 
significant for the limited number of 
small carriers still subject to the 
separations rules.’’ 

Second, the Commission asked the 
Joint Board for a recommended decision 
on whether it would be in the public 
interest to adopt a permanent freeze of 
the rules while considering the future 
course of the separations rules and 
framework. The Commission explained 
that consideration of a permanent freeze 
is particularly relevant in light of the 
referral on whether the separations rules 

still need to be reformed. The 
Commission observed that, if the Joint 
Board determines that comprehensive 
reform of the separations rules is no 
longer necessary and that these rules 
should be allowed to become obsolete 
due to technological transitions and 
regulatory reforms, then a permanent 
freeze appears to be prudent. 

Third, if the Joint Board were to 
recommend a permanent separations 
freeze, the Commission asked the Joint 
Board to consider whether carriers 
should be given an opportunity to 
unfreeze their category relationships to 
enable carriers to update their cost data 
for categorizing investments and 
expenses. Relatedly, in asking the Joint 
Board to assess whether the 
Commission should allow carriers to 
unfreeze their category relationships, 
the Commission asked the Joint Board to 
consider whether this opportunity 
should be available only once or 
periodically, and whether or not these 
carriers should be permitted to refreeze 
their category relationships. 

The Joint Board seeks comment on 
these issues and questions as it prepares 
to respond to the Commission’s referrals 
and requests for recommended 
decisions in the 2024 Separations 
Freeze Extension and Referral Order. 

Permit-but-disclose proceeding. The 
proceeding this Notice initiates shall be 
treated as a ‘‘permit-but-disclose’’ 
proceeding in accordance with the 
Commission’s ex parte rules. Persons 
making ex parte presentations must file 
a copy of any written presentation or a 
memorandum summarizing any oral 
presentation within two business days 
after the presentation (unless a different 
deadline applicable to the Sunshine 
period applies). Persons making oral ex 
parte presentations are reminded that 
memoranda summarizing the 

presentation must (1) list all persons 
attending or otherwise participating in 
the meeting at which the ex parte 
presentation was made, and (2) 
summarize all data presented and 
arguments made during the 
presentation. If the presentation 
consisted in whole or in part of the 
presentation of data or arguments 
already reflected in the presenter’s 
written comments, memoranda or other 
filings in the proceeding, the presenter 
may provide citations to such data or 
arguments in his or her prior comments, 
memoranda, or other filings (specifying 
the relevant page and/or paragraph 
numbers where such data or arguments 
can be found) in lieu of summarizing 
them in the memorandum. Documents 
shown or given to Commission staff 
during ex parte meetings are deemed to 
be written ex parte presentations and 
must be filed consistent with rule 
1.1206(b). In proceedings governed by 
rule 1.49(f) or for which the 
Commission has made available a 
method of electronic filing, written ex 
parte presentations and memoranda 
summarizing oral ex parte 
presentations, and all attachments 
thereto, must be filed through the 
electronic comment filing system 
available for that proceeding, and must 
be filed in their native format (e.g., .doc, 
.xml, .ppt, searchable .pdf). Participants 
in this proceeding should familiarize 
themselves with the Commission’s ex 
parte rules. 

Federal Communications Commission. 

Lynne Engledow, 
Deputy Division Chief, Pricing Policy 
Division, Wireline Competition Bureau. 
[FR Doc. 2025–03668 Filed 3–21–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6712–01–P 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 15:50 Mar 21, 2025 Jkt 265001 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 4702 Sfmt 9990 E:\FR\FM\24MRP1.SGM 24MRP1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
11

X
Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 P
R

O
P

O
S

A
LS

1

https://www.fcc.gov/document/separations-joint-board-seeks-comment-fcc-referrals

		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-03-22T01:30:12-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




