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■ 2. In § 300.223, revise paragraphs 
(b)(2) and (b)(3)(i) to read as follows: 

§ 300.223 Purse seine fishing restrictions. 

* * * * * 
(b) * * * 
(2) The requirements of paragraph 

(b)(1) of this section shall apply: 
(i) From July 1 through August 15, in 

each calendar year; 
(ii) In any area of high seas, from 

December 1 through December 31, in 
each calendar year. 

(3)(i) Activating FADs for purse seine 
vessels. A vessel owner, operator, or 
crew of a fishing vessel of the United 
States equipped with purse seine gear 
shall turn on the tracking equipment of 
an active FAD while the FAD is onboard 
the vessel and before it is deployed in 
the water in the Convention Area. 
* * * * * 
[FR Doc. 2024–19196 Filed 8–28–24; 8:45 am] 
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Rhode Island 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; quota transfer. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the 
State of North Carolina is transferring a 
portion of its 2024 commercial summer 
flounder quota to the State of Rhode 
Island. This adjustment to the 2024 
fishing year quota is necessary to 
comply with the Summer Flounder, 
Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) quota transfer 
provisions. This announcement informs 
the public of the revised 2024 
commercial quotas for North Carolina 
and Rhode Island. 
DATES: Effective August 28, 2024 
through December 31, 2024. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Caroline Potter, Fishery Resource 
Management Specialist, (978) 281–9325. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Regulations governing the summer 
flounder fishery are found in 50 CFR 
648.100 through 648.111. These 
regulations require annual specification 

of a commercial quota that is 
apportioned among the coastal states 
from Maine through North Carolina. The 
process to set the annual commercial 
quota and the percent allocated to each 
state is described in § 648.102, and the 
final 2024 allocations were published 
on December 21, 2023 (88 FR 88266). 

The final rule implementing 
amendment 5 to the FMP, as published 
in the Federal Register on December 17, 
1993 (58 FR 65936), provided a 
mechanism for transferring summer 
flounder commercial quota from one 
state to another. Two or more states, 
under mutual agreement and with the 
concurrence of the NMFS Greater 
Atlantic Regional Administrator, can 
transfer or combine summer flounder 
commercial quota under § 648.102(c)(2). 
The Regional Administrator is required 
to consider three criteria in the 
evaluation of requests for quota transfers 
or combinations: (1) the transfers or 
combinations would not preclude the 
overall annual quota from being fully 
harvested; (2) the transfers address an 
unforeseen variation or contingency in 
the fishery; and (3) the transfers are 
consistent with the objectives of the 
FMP and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). The Regional 
Administrator has determined these 
three criteria have been met for the 
transfer approved in this notification. 

North Carolina is transferring 12,120 
pounds (lb; 5,498 kilograms (kg)) to 
Rhode Island through a mutual 
agreement between the states. This 
transfer was requested to repay landings 
made by an out-of-state permitted vessel 
under a safe harbor agreement. The 
revised summer flounder quotas for 
2024 are: North Carolina, 2,341,075 lb 
(1,061,894 kg); and Rhode Island, 
1,394,426 lb (632,501 kg). 

Classification 

NMFS issues this action pursuant to 
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR 
648.102(c)(2)(i) through (iv), which was 
issued pursuant to section 304(b) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and is exempted 
from review under Executive Order 
12866. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 26, 2024. 

Lindsay Fullenkamp, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–19464 Filed 8–28–24; 8:45 am] 
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Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: NMFS approves and 
implements final small-mesh 
multispecies specifications for the 2024 
fishing year, and projected 
specifications for fishing years 2025 and 
2026. This action is necessary to 
establish allowable harvest levels and 
other management measures consistent 
with the most recent scientific 
information. This rule informs the 
public of these final fishery 
specifications for the 2024 fishing year. 
DATES: Effective September 30, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: The New England Fishery 
Management Council prepared an 
environmental assessment (EA) for these 
specifications that describes the action 
and other considered alternatives. The 
EA provides: an analysis of the 
biological, economic, and social impacts 
of the preferred measures and other 
considered alternatives; a Regulatory 
Impact Review; and an economic 
analysis. Copies of these specifications, 
including the EA, Regulatory Flexibility 
Act Analyses, and other supporting 
documents for the action are available 
upon request from Dr. Cate O’Keefe, 
Executive Director, New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Newburyport, MA 01950. These 
documents are also accessible via the 
internet at: https://www.nefmc.org/ 
library/2024-2026-small-mesh- 
multispecies-whiting-specifications. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shannah Jaburek, Fishery Policy 
Analyst, (978) 282–8456. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) manages 
the small-mesh multispecies fishery 
within the Northeast Multispecies 
Fishery Management Plan (FMP). The 
small-mesh multispecies fishery is made 
up of three species of hakes that are 
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managed as five stocks: (1) Northern and 
southern silver hake; (2) northern and 
southern red hake; and (3) offshore 
hake. Southern silver hake and offshore 
hake are often grouped together for 
management purposes and collectively 
referred to as ‘‘southern whiting.’’ 
Amendment 19 to the FMP (April 4, 
2013, 78 FR 20260) established a 
process for specifying catch limits for 
the small-mesh multispecies fishery 
stocks, including values for an 
overfishing limit (OFL), acceptable 
biological catch (ABC), annual catch 
limit (ACL), and total allowable 
landings (TAL). The FMP requires that 
this specifications process be 
implemented on an annual basis for up 
to 3 years at a time with each fishing 
year running from May 1 through April 
30. 

This action implements catch limit 
specifications for the 2024 small-mesh 
multispecies fishery and announces 
final specifications for fishing years 
2025 and 2026 based primarily on the 
Council’s recommendations. This rule 
implements the Council’s recommended 
catch limits for northern silver hake, 
southern whiting, and northern red 
hake. Pursuant to section 305(d) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act), this rule 

implements an ABC for southern red 
hake that is 25 percent lower than the 
Council’s recommendation in order to 
comply with the requirements 
established in Framework Adjustment 
62 to the Northeast Multispecies FMP 
(87 FR 3694, January 25, 2022). 

Framework 62 established a 
rebuilding plan for southern red hake 
that requires the ABC be set to 75 
percent of the fishing mortality rate at 
maximum sustainable yield (FMSY). 
However, the OFL for red hake has been 
unknown since the spring of 2020, 
when a peer review of the management 
track assessment rejected a new 
empirical approach that would have 
updated the reference points for the 
stock. The peer review further stated 
that the current index-based method 
was inappropriate moving forward. 
Based on this, the Council set the 2021– 
2023 specifications to reduce the ABC to 
equal 75 percent of FMSY. At its October 
27, 2023, meeting, the Council’s 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) met to discuss the specifications 
for small-mesh multispecies stocks. 
When setting the ABC for southern red 
hake, the SSC did not reduce the 
recommended ABC as required by 
Framework 62. The SSC’s rationale for 
that decision was that, although 
exploitation is low, the low stock 

biomass may be a result of reduced 
stock productivity producing weak year 
classes and that the recommended ABC 
is not likely to result in overfishing and 
will support rebuilding goals for the 
stock. Based on the SSC’s rationale, the 
Council submitted recommended 
specifications without the required 
reduction. This rule implements an ABC 
that complies with the rebuilding plan 
for southern red hake. The fishery has 
not landed more than 76 percent of the 
proposed total allowable landings; 
therefore, we do not anticipate that this 
additional reduction to the ACL would 
impact the fishery as a whole. 

Final Specifications 

This action implements the 2024 and 
provides the projected 2025–2026 small- 
mesh multispecies catch specifications, 
based largely on the Council’s 
recommendations, with the southern 
red hake specifications adjusted as 
required by the rebuilding plan. The 
final catch limits increase annual quotas 
for northern silver hake and decrease 
the quota for southern whiting and both 
red hake stocks (table 1). Specifications 
for fishing years 2025 and 2026 are 
projected to be the same as the 2024 
limits. These specifications are based on 
the most recent assessment update using 
the best scientific information available. 

TABLE 1—SMALL-MESH MULTISPECIES SPECIFICATIONS FOR FISHING YEARS 2024–2026 (IN METRIC TONS (mt)), WITH 
THE PERCENT CHANGE IN THE ACL FROM FISHING YEAR 2023 

OFL ABC ACL TAL 

ACL 
percent 
change 

from 2023 

Northern Red Hake .................................................................................. Unknown 3,129 2,973 1,274 ¥9 
Northern Silver Hake ............................................................................... 79,473 40,868 38,825 31,347 +100 
Southern Red Hake ................................................................................. Unknown ** 1,370 1,301 234 ¥9 
Southern Whiting * ................................................................................... 35,419 20,149 19,142 13,881 ¥51 

* Southern whiting includes both southern silver hake and offshore hake. 
** The Council recommended ABC was 1,826 mt, a 21-percent increase from 2023. 

The Council did not recommend 
changes to any other regulations for the 
small-mesh multispecies fishery. 
Therefore, all other fishery management 
measures remain unchanged under the 
final action. The Council will review the 
projected 2025 and 2026 specifications 
to determine if any changes need to be 
made prior to their final 
implementation. Changes may occur if 
quota overages trigger accountability 
measures, or if new stock information 
results in changes to the ABC 
recommendations. We will publish a 
notice prior to the 2025 fishing year to 
confirm the specifications or announce 
any necessary changes. 

Comments and Responses 

The proposed rule for this action was 
published in the Federal Register on 
July 22, 2024 (89 FR 59034), and 
comments were accepted through 
August 6, 2024. NMFS received one 
relevant comment on the proposed rule 
from the Council. The Council 
commented in support of the rule with 
the request that we correct the northern 
red hake TAL in the rule’s preamble to 
reflect its recommended TAL. The 
Council also acknowledged our 
requirement to adjust the southern red 
hake ABC to meet the requirements of 
the rebuilding plan, even though it was 
not the Council’s recommended ABC. 
NMFS has corrected the northern red 

hake TAL to reflect the Council’s 
recommendation and that change is 
reflected in both the body of the rule 
and in the section below. NMFS also 
acknowledges the Council’s 
justifications for why it did not reduce 
the ABC for southern red hake and 
appreciates its understanding in NMFS’ 
obligation to reduce the ABC by 25 
percent in order to fulfill the legal 
requirements outlined under the 
rebuilding plan in Framework 62. 

Changes From the Proposed Rule 

There was one change from the 
proposed rule addressing the TAL for 
northern red hake. We inadvertently 
listed the TAL as 213 metric tons (mt) 
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in table 1 instead of 1,274 mt. The 
correction to implement a 1,274 mt TAL 
in this final rule is consistent with the 
Council’s recommended TAL. 

Classification 

Pursuant to section 304(b)(3) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, the NMFS 
Assistant Administrator has determined 
that these final specifications are 
necessary for the conservation and 
management of the small-mesh 
multispecies fishery, and that they are 
consistent with the Northeast 
Multispecies FMP, other provisions of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and other 
applicable law. 

This final rule is exempt from review 
under Executive Order 12866. 

The Chief Counsel for Regulation of 
the Department of Commerce certified 
to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the 
Small Business Administration during 
the proposed rule stage that this action 
would not have a significant economic 
impact on a substantial number of small 
entities. The factual basis for the 
certification was published in the 
proposed rule and is not repeated here. 
No comments were received regarding 
this certification and the initial 
certification remains unchanged. As a 
result, a final regulatory flexibility 
analysis is not required and none was 
prepared. 

This final rule does not duplicate, 
conflict, or overlap with any existing 
Federal rules. 

This action contains no information 
collection requirements under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

Dated: August 26, 2024. 

Samuel D. Rauch III, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–19435 Filed 8–28–24; 8:45 am] 
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Blackspotted and 
Rougheye Rockfish in the Central 
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Districts of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; closure. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting retention 
of blackspotted and rougheye rockfish 
in the Central Aleutian and Western 
Aleutian districts (CAI/WAI) of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
management area (BSAI). This action is 
necessary because the 2024 blackspotted 
and rougheye rockfish total allowable 
catch (TAC) in the CAI/WAI of the BSAI 
has been reached. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska 
local time (A.l.t.), August 26, 2024, 
through 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31, 
2024. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steve Whitney, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
BSAI according to the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area (FMP) prepared by 
the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). Regulations 
governing fishing by U.S. vessels in 
accordance with the FMP appear at 
subparts H of 50 CFR part 600 and 50 
CFR part 679. 

The 2024 blackspotted and rougheye 
rockfish TAC in the CAI/WAI of the 
BSAI is 181 metric tons as established 
by the final 2024 and 2025 harvest 

specifications for groundfish in the 
BSAI (89 FR 17287, March 11, 2024). 
The Administrator for the Alaska Region 
of NMFS has determined that the 2024 
blackspotted and rougheye rockfish 
TAC in the CAI/WAI of the BSAI has 
been reached. Therefore, in accordance 
with § 679.20(d)(2), NMFS is requiring 
that blackspotted and rougheye rockfish 
in the CAI/WAI of the BSAI be treated 
in the same manner as a prohibited 
species, as described under § 679.21(a), 
for the remainder of the year, except 
blackspotted and rougheye rockfish 
species in the CAI/WAI caught by 
catcher vessels using hook-and-line, pot, 
or jig gear as described in § 679.20(j). 

Classification 

NMFS issues this action pursuant to 
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR 
part 679, which was issued pursuant to 
section 304(b), and is exempt from 
review under Executive Order 12866. 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there 
is good cause to waive prior notice and 
an opportunity for public comment on 
this action, as notice and comment 
would be impracticable and contrary to 
the public interest, as it would prevent 
NMFS from responding to the most 
recent fisheries data in a timely fashion 
and would delay the prohibited 
retention of blackspotted and rougheye 
rockfish in the CAI/WAI of the BSAI. 
NMFS was unable to publish a notice 
providing time for public comment 
because the most recent, relevant data 
only became available as of August 23, 
2024. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries of NOAA also finds good 
cause to waive the 30-day delay in the 
effective date of this action under 5 
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based 
upon the reasons provided above for 
waiver of prior notice and opportunity 
for public comment. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 26, 2024. 
Lindsay Fullenkamp, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–19419 Filed 8–26–24; 4:15 pm] 
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