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provided funding to better understand 
the human responses to water hazard 
services and products. This project 
seeks to understand and mitigate 
flooding outcomes for riverine 
communities, especially those that rank 
high on the Centers for Disease Control’s 
(CDC’s) Social Vulnerability Index 
(SVI), by conducting a Social Network 
Analysis (SNA) to study how 
stakeholders within two selected 
communities: Roanoke, Virginia; and 
Greenbrier County, West Virginia. Based 
on interviews with local government 
leaders and faith/community-based 
organizations (FCBOs) along with a 
survey of residents, the resulting SNA 
will map how messages are created and 
distributed, how they are accessed and 
understood, and how the information 
affects the decisions of emergency and 
water resource managers, first 
responders, community partners, and 
the general public as they prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from flooding 
events. While the NWS possesses some 
anecdotal knowledge of the 
dissemination and use of flood 
forecasts, a more complete accounting 
and formal analysis of the individuals 
and groups within these networks are 
needed. Ideally, the findings from the 
SNA in relation to the water hazard 
products and services will not only 
improve the NWS’s understanding of 
who the stakeholders are, but also how 
they use the information provided and 
what they believe are the benefits for 
their constituents. 

The primary driver for this project 
comes from the direction of NOAA 
leadership to develop a social 
behavioral infrastructure with data that 
supports the NWS in providing 
equitable service delivery for all of its 
products and services. Based on 
H.R.3684 Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA), Provision 3: funding 
shall be used for coastal and inland 
flood and inundation mapping and 
forecasting, next-generation water 
modeling activities such as modernized 
precipitation frequency and probable 
maximum studies, and transformative 
foundational social science research that 
build infrastructure and supports 
equitable service delivery to all 
communities. This project also aligns 
with Goal 3 of the NWS Strategic Plan 
to transform our Agency to meet current 
and future needs of society by (3.6) 
delivering actionable inland and coastal 
water resource and inundation 
information across all time scales to 
address the growing risk of flooding, 
drought, and low water flow as well as 
immediate and long range water 
management and planning; and by (3.8) 

understanding and applying the best 
social, behavioral, and economic 
sciences to clearly communicate 
information with communities in 
multiple languages and deliver 
equitable service for those historically 
underserved and socially vulnerable to 
attain the desired response to high 
impact events. 

Semi-structured interviews will be 
utilized to collect information from state 
and local government leaders, as well as 
FCBO leaders. A survey will be 
provided to residents of both 
communities, along with an in-person 
intercept survey provided to residents of 
Greenbrier County based on interviews 
with the FCBO leaders. 

The SNA maps derived from the data 
collected will be utilized by the 
following NWS offices: 

• Community Engagement Program to 
support outreach and engagement 
activities with specific groups and the 
organizations that serve these 
populations. 

• The Decision Support Integration 
Branch of the Analyze, Forecast, and 
Support Office to help them identify 
and recruit organizations, businesses, 
and individuals who may be well 
poised to become Weather-Ready 
Ambassadors. 

The raw data collected will be used 
by: 

• The Social, Behavioral, and 
Economic Sciences (SBES) Program in 
the Office of Science and Technology 
Integration in developing an Agent 
Based Model (ABM) that can 
demonstrate, describe, and potentially 
anticipate evacuation and mobility 
behaviors within a prescribed system for 
inland flooding events. If possible, the 
application of an ABM will support the 
development of mitigation efforts that 
stakeholders can test to understand how 
the actions of specific agents within a 
system could possibly alter outcomes of 
flooding events for a community. 

Affected Public: Local government, 
Not-for profit, and individuals or 
households. 

Frequency: Once. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
Legal Authority: H.R.3684 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA), Provision 3: funding shall be used 
for coastal and inland flood and 
inundation mapping and forecasting, 
next-generation water modeling 
activities such as modernized 
precipitation frequency and probable 
maximum studies, and transformative 
foundational social science research that 
build infrastructure and supports 
equitable service delivery to all 
communities. 

This information collection request 
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov. 
Follow the instructions to view the 
Department of Commerce collections 
currently under review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be 
submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function and 
entering the title of the collection. 

Sheleen Dumas, 
Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of 
the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
Commerce Department. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05602 Filed 3–14–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD763] 

Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Team (HMSMT) will hold an online 
meeting, which is open to the public. 
DATES: The online meeting will be held 
Thursday, April 4, 2024, from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Pacific Time. 
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held 
online. Specific meeting information, 
including directions on how to join the 
meeting and system requirements will 
be provided in the meeting 
announcement on the Pacific Council’s 
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You 
may send an email to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820– 
2412 for technical assistance. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kit 
Dahl, Staff Officer, Pacific Council; 
telephone: (503) 820–2422. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this online meeting is for the 
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HMSMT to discuss and draft the 
contents of a report with its 
recommendations for the Council 
Operations and Priorities agenda item 
that the Pacific Council will discuss at 
its April 2024 meeting. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820–2412) at least 10 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq. 
Dated: March 12, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05563 Filed 3–14–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD804] 

Marine Mammals; File No. 27548 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Lars Bejder, Ph.D., University of Hawaii 
at Manoa, 46–007 Lilipuna Road, 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744, has applied in 
due form for a permit to conduct 
research on cetaceans. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before April 15, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 27548 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 

available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 27548 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., or Erin 
Markin, Ph.D., (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended 
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), and the regulations governing 
the taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222–226). 

The applicant requests a 5-year 
research permit to study cetaceans 
including fundamental biology, ecology, 
habitat use, social structure, behavior, 
energetics, and impacts of human 
activities. Up to 31 species of marine 
mammals may be targeted including the 
following ESA-listed species: blue 
(Balaenoptera musculus), bowhead 
(Balaena mysticetus), fin (Balaenoptera 
physalus), false killer (Pseudorca 
crassidens; Hawaiian insular distinct 
population segment [DPS]), gray 
(Eschrichtius robustus; Western North 
Pacific DPS), humpback (Megaptera 
novaeangliae; Western North Pacific 
and Mexico DPSs), sei (Balaenoptera. 
borealis), and sperm (Physeter 
macrocephalus) whales. Research may 
occur year-round in U.S. and 
international waters of the Pacific Ocean 
near Hawaii, Alaska, and U.S. 
territories. Research may be conducted 
from a vessel or unmanned aircraft 
system for counts, photography and 
video recording (above and underwater), 
photogrammetry, passive acoustics, 
tracking, biological sampling (skin and 
blubber biopsy, sloughed skin, exhaled 
air, and feces), and suction-cup tagging. 
See the application for complete 
numbers of animals requested by 
species, age-class, and procedure. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 

prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: March 12, 2024. 
Julia M. Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05596 Filed 3–14–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD805] 

Marine Mammals; File No. 27921 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Joshua Schiffman, M.D., University of 
Utah, 2000 Circle Of Hope Drive, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84112, has applied in due 
form for a permit to import marine 
mammal parts for scientific research. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before April 15, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 27921 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 
available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 27921 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., or Malcolm 
Mohead, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The subject permit is requested under 
the authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
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