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and to ensure the lender protects the 
government’s financial interests. 
Lenders provide the Agency with 
quarterly construction progress reports 
demonstrating that engineering and 
financial criteria used in the review and 
approval of the application continue to 
be met during the construction phase of 
the project. Post-construction 
information will be collected 
demonstrating that the bio-refineries are 
operating and meeting all financial 
criteria projected during the application 
phase. If the information were not 
collected, the Agency would not be able 
to make prudent credit decisions nor 
monitor the lenders servicing activities. 

Description of Respondents: Business 
or other for-profit. 

Number of Respondents: 26. 
Frequency of Responses: 

Recordkeeping; Reporting: Annually. 
Total Burden Hours: 7,803. 

Levi S. Harrell, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05431 Filed 3–13–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–XY–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Agriculture has 
submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments are 
requested regarding: whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of burden including 
the validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility and clarity of the 
information to be collected; ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments regarding this information 
collection received by April 15, 2024 
will be considered. Written comments 
and recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be 
submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 

particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Utilities Service 
Title: Electric System Emergency 

Restoration Plan. 
OMB Control Number: 0572–0140. 
Summary of Collection: The Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS) is uniquely 
coupled with the electric infrastructure 
of rural America and its electric 
borrowers serving rural America 
because a substantial portion of the 
electric infrastructure of the United 
States resides in, and is maintained by, 
rural America. To ensure that the 
electric infrastructure in rural America 
is adequately protected, RUS requires 
that all electric borrowers conduct a 
Vulnerability and Risk Assessment 
(VRA) of their respective systems and 
utilize the results of this assessment to 
enhance an existing\Emergency 
Restoration Plan (ERP) or create an ERP. 

The items covered in this information 
collection package are received from 
RUS electric program distribution, 
generation, and transmission borrowers, 
who are required by 7 CFR 1730.27 and 
1730.28 to identify critical assets and 
develop an Emergency Restoration Plan 
(ERP). The ERP details how borrowers 
will restore systems in the event of a 
system-wide outage resulting from a 
major natural or man-made disaster or 
other causes. The ERP also includes 
preventative measures for emergency 
recovery from physical and cyber- 
attacks to the borrower’s electric 
systems and addresses Homeland 
Security concerns. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
Electric borrowers maintain an ERP as 
part of prudent utilities practices. These 
ERPs are essential to continuous 
operation of the electric systems. 7 CFR 
1730.26(b) requires that each electric 
applicant develop an ERP that is 
approved and signed by the applicant’s 
Manager or Chief Executive Officer and 
approved by the applicant’s Board of 
Directors. Applicants for new RUS 
electric loans, loan guarantees, or grants 
must include the written certification of 
an ERP in the application package 
submitted to RUS. If the self- 

certification of an ERP is not received, 
approval of the loan, loan guarantees, or 
grants will not be considered until the 
certification is received by RUS. 

Description of Respondents: Not-for- 
profit institutions. 

Number of Respondents: 41. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

Annually. 
Total Burden Hours: 21. 

Rural Utilities Service 
Title: 7 CFR part 1752, Special 

Servicing of Telecommunication 
Programs Loans for Financially 
Distressed Borrowers. 

OMB Control Number: 0572–0153. 
Summary of Collection: The Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS or the Agency) 
Telecommunications Program (Program) 
provides loan funding to build and 
expand broadband and 
telecommunications services into 
unserved and underserved rural 
communities, along with very limited 
funding to support the costs to acquire 
equipment to provide distance learning 
and telemedicine service. RUS 
published a Final rule codifying a new 
servicing regulation on February 25, 
2020 in the Federal Register which 
outlines policies for servicing actions 
associated with distressed borrowers 
from the Telecommunications 
Infrastructure Loan Program, Rural 
Broadband Program, Distance Learning 
and Telemedicine Program, Broadband 
Initiatives Program, and Rural e- 
Connectivity Pilot Program. The 
purpose of the regulation is to 
streamline servicing actions, improve 
the government’s recovery on such 
loans, and improve customer service. 

Need and Use of the Information: The 
information collection addresses RD’s 
expanded authority, with the 
codification of the rulemaking, to 
address servicing actions. RD considers 
it imperative to use the expanded 
authority for servicing actions 
associated with the RUS 
Telecommunications Programs in order 
to: (1) maximize risk management of 
loan portfolio; (2) reduce duplication of 
effort between Federal agencies, which 
may expedite servicing of distressed 
borrowers; (3) ensure efficient recovery 
of debt which may mitigate negative 
impact on program subsidy rates; and 
(4) simplify the servicing process for the 
Agency and therefore minimize the 
financial burden and costs on 
borrowers. 

The Agency provides forms and/or 
guidelines to assist in collection and 
submission of the information required 
to service loans. In some cases, use of 
Agency forms is optional and the 
borrower may submit the information 
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required on other forms. The forms or 
related items completed by the borrower 
are submitted to and evaluated by the 
Agency. Failure to collect proper 
information from borrowers could result 
in improper determinations of servicing 
assistance, hinder the government’s 
recovery of such loans as well as 
encumber customer service. 

Description of Respondents: Business 
or other for-profit; Not for-profit 
institutions. 

Number of Respondents: 5. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

On occasion. 
Total Burden Hours: 695. 

Levi S. Harrell, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05429 Filed 3–13–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food and Nutrition Service 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
Requirements for National Directory of 
New Hires for Employment Verification 

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS), USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice invites the general public and 
other public agencies to comment on 
this proposed information collection. 
This collection is a revision of a 
currently approved collection. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before May 13, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent to: 
Maribelle Balbes, Food and Nutrition 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
1320 Braddock Place, 5th Floor, 
Alexandria, VA 22314. Comments may 
also be submitted via email to snapsab@
usda.gov. Comments will also be 
accepted through the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal. Go to http://
www.regulations.gov, and follow the 
online instructions for submitting 
comments electronically. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for Office of Management and Budget 
approval. All comments will be a matter 
of public record. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 

copies of this information collection 
should be directed to Jennifer Ragan at 
703–457–6786. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 2016, 
an Interim Final Rule titled 
‘‘Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program: Requirement for National 
Directory of New Hires Employment 
Verification and Annual Program 
Activity Reporting,’’ was published in 
the Federal Register. This rule codified 
section 4013 of the Agricultural Act of 
2014, requiring State agencies to access 
employment data through the National 
Directory of New Hires (NDNH) at the 
time of certification, including 
recertification, to determine eligibility 
status and correct benefit amount for 
SNAP applicants. 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions that were 
used; (c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

Title: SNAP Requirement for National 
Directory of New Hires Employment 
Verification. 

Form Number: N/A. 
OMB Control Number: 0584–0608. 
Expiration Date: 07/31/2024. 
Type of Request: Revision of a 

currently approved collection. 
Abstract: Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) regulations 
at 7 CFR 272.16 require that each State 
agency must compare identifiable 
information about each adult household 
member against data from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ (HHS) National Directory of 
New Hires (NDNH). This comparison 
will be used to determine the eligibility 
status of the household and determine 
the correct benefit amount the 
household should receive. Following 
OMB approval of this collection, FNS 
intends to merge this collection with 
OMB control number 0584–0064. 

Verification of Match; Notice of Match 
Results: The State agency must 
independently verify the information 
prior to taking any adverse action 
against an individual. Should the State 
agency receive employment information 
via the NDNH that was previously 
unreported by the household, the State 
agency must issue a notice of match 
results informing the household of the 
match and providing them with the 
opportunity to verify the information. 
The State agency may contact the 
employer directly, depending upon 
applicable reporting requirements as 
defined at 7 CFR 273.12. 

Notice of Adverse action or Notice of 
Denial: The Notice of Adverse Action or 
Notice of Denial is issued by State 
agencies to participating households 
whose benefits will be reduced or 
terminated as the result of a change in 
household circumstances. Should the 
State agency independently verify 
unreported or underreported income 
discovered through NDNH, and that 
income results in a reduction of benefits 
or change in eligibility, the State agency 
must take action by issuing the 
household a Notice of Adverse Action 
or Notice of Denial and adjust or deny 
benefits accordingly. 

Burden Estimates: The previous 
burden for this collection was 
521,719.02 reporting hours (482,290.88 
reporting burden hours for State 
agencies + 39,428.14 reporting burden 
hours for households). The requested 
burden is 3,365,064.98 (1,261,899.37 
reporting burden hours for State 
agencies + 2,103,165.61 reporting 
burden hours for households), which 
represents an increase of 2,843,345.96 
hours due to program adjustments. 
These program adjustments result from 
the availability of State usage data and 
an increase in the number of State 
agencies utilizing NDNH database. 
There are no recordkeeping or third 
party/disclosure requirements 
associated with this collection. 

Reporting 
Affected Public: State and local 

agencies, households. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

25,187,665.15. 
Estimated Number of Responses per 

Respondent: 1.99. 
Estimated Total Annual Responses: 

50,375,224.29. 
Estimated Time per Response: 0.0668. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 3,365,064.98. 
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