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There are four marine mammal 
species (northeast Pacific fin whale, 
Mexico-North Pacific and western North 
Pacific humpback whale, North Pacific 
sperm whale, and western DPS Steller 
sea lion) with confirmed occurrence in 
the project area that are listed as 
endangered under the ESA. The NMFS 
Alaska Regional Office Protected 
Resources Division issued a Biological 
Opinion on March 1, 2024 under section 
7 of the ESA, on the issuance of an IHA 
to USAF under section 101(a)(5)(D) of 
the MMPA by the NMFS Permits and 
Conservation Division. The Biological 
Opinion concluded that the proposed 
action is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of northeast Pacific 
fin whale, Mexico Pacific and western 
North Pacific humpback whale, North 
Pacific sperm whale, and western DPS 
Steller sea lion and is not likely to 
destroy or adversely modify western 
DPS Steller sea lion critical habitat. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

To comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must evaluate our 
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an 
IHA) and alternatives with respect to 
potential impacts on the human 
environment. This action is consistent 
with categories of activities identified in 
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no 
anticipated serious injury or mortality) 
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216– 
6A, which do not individually or 
cumulatively have the potential for 
significant impacts on the quality of the 
human environment and for which we 
have not identified any extraordinary 
circumstances that would preclude this 
categorical exclusion. Accordingly, 
NMFS has determined that the issuance 
of this IHA qualifies to be categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

Authorization 

NMFS has issued an IHA to USAF for 
the potential harassment of small 
numbers of 12 marine mammal species 
incidental to the Eareckson Air Station 
(EAS) Fuel Pier Repair in Alcan Harbor, 
Shemya Island, Alaska, that includes 
the previously explained mitigation, 
monitoring and reporting requirements. 

Dated: March 6, 2024. 

Catherine G. Marzin, 
Deputy Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05105 Filed 3–8–24; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Habitat Committee (HC) will hold an 
online public meeting. 
DATES: The online meeting will be held 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Pacific Daylight Time or 
until business for the day has been 
completed. 

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held 
online. Specific meeting information, 
including a proposed agenda and 
directions on how to attend the meeting 
and system requirements, will be 
provided in the meeting announcement 
on the Pacific Council’s website (see 
www.pcouncil.org). You may send an 
email to Mr. Kris Kleinschmidt 
(kris.kleinschmidt@noaa.gov) or contact 
him at (503) 820–2412 for technical 
assistance. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kerry Griffin, Staff Officer, Pacific 
Council; telephone: (503) 820–2409. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this online meeting is for the 
HC to consider items on the Pacific 
Council’s April meeting agenda and to 
prepare supplemental reports as 
necessary. Topics will include Current 
Habitat Issues, the National Marine 
Sanctuary report, Council Operations 
and Priorities, and Future Meeting 
Agenda and Workload Planning. Other 
topics may be considered as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820–2412) at least 10 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: March 5, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–05028 Filed 3–8–24; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a hybrid meeting of its 
Scallop Advisory Panel to consider 
actions affecting New England fisheries 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: This meeting will be 
held at Hotel Providence, 139 Matheson 
Street, Providence, RI 02903; telephone: 
(401) 490–8000. 

Webinar URL information: https://
attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/
6726267218504115289. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cate 
O’Keefe, Ph.D., Executive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The Advisory Panel will meet to 
discuss Scallop and Habitat Plan 
Development Team analyses of four 
concept areas for potential scallop 
access on the Northern Edge of Georges 
Bank. The Advisory Panel will provide 
recommendations to the Scallop 
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