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BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Technical Information Service 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
Review and Approval; Extension of 
Currently Approved Information 
Collection; Comment Request; Limited 
Access Death Master File Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Forms 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit the following information 
collection request to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and clearance in accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995, on or after the date of publication 
of this notice. We invite the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
comment on proposed, and continuing 
information collections, which helps us 
assess the impact of our information 
collection requirements and minimize 
the public’s reporting burden. Public 
comments were previously requested 
via the Federal Register on November 1, 
2023, during a 60-day comment period. 
This notice allows for an additional 30 
days for public comments. 

Agency: National Technical 
Information Service (NTIS), Commerce. 

Title: NTIS Limited Access Death 
Master Files (LADMF) Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Forms. 

OMB Control Number: 0692–0016. 
Form Number(s): NTIS FM100A and 

NTIS FM100B. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

Number of Respondents: NTIS 
expects to receive approximately 260 
applications and renewals for 

certification every three (3) years for 
access to the Limited Access Death 
Master File. 

Average Hours per Response: 3 hours. 
Burden Hours: 780. 
Needs and Uses: NTIS issued a final 

rule establishing a program through 
which persons may become eligible to 
obtain access to Death Master File 
(DMF) information about an individual 
within three years of that individual’s 
death. The final rule was promulgated 
under section 203 of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2013, Public Law 113–67 
(Act). The Act prohibits the Secretary of 
Commerce (Secretary) from disclosing 
DMF information during the three-year 
period following an individual’s death 
(Limited Access DMF), unless the 
person requesting the information has 
been certified to access the Limited 
Access DMF pursuant to certain criteria 
in a program that the Secretary 
establishes. The Secretary delegated the 
authority to carry out section 203 to the 
Director of NTIS. 

To accommodate the requirements of 
the final rule, NTIS is using both the 
ACAB Systems Safeguards Attestation 
Form and the AG or IG Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Form. 

The ACAB Systems Safeguards 
Attestation Form requires an 
‘‘Accredited Conformity Assessment 
Body’’ (ACAB), as defined in the final 
rule, to attest that a Person seeking 
certification or a Certified Person 
seeking renewal of certification has 
information security systems, facilities 
and procedures in place to protect the 
security of the Limited Access DMF, as 
required under section 1110.102(a)(2) of 
the final rule. The ACAB Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Form collects 
information based on an assessment by 
the ACAB conducted within three years 
prior to the date of the Person or 
Certified Person’s submission of a 
completed certification statement under 
section 1110.101(a) of the final rule. 
This collection includes specific 
requirements of the final rule, which the 
ACAB must certify are satisfied, and the 
provision of specific information by the 
ACAB, such as the date of the 
assessment and the auditing standard(s) 
used for the assessment. 

Section 1110.501(a)(2) of the final rule 
provides that a State or local 
government office of AG or IG and a 
Person or Certified Person that is a 
department or agency of the same State 
or local government, respectively, are 
not considered to be owned by a 
common ‘‘parent’’ entity under section 
1110.501(a)(1)(ii) for the purpose of 
determining independence, and 
attestation by the AG or IG is possible. 
The AG or IG Systems Safeguards 
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Attestation Form is for the use of a State 
or local government AG or IG to attest 
on behalf of a State or local government 
department or agency Person or 
Certified Person. The AG or IG Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Form requires 
the State or local government AG or IG 
to attest that a Person seeking 
certification or a Certified Person 
seeking renewal of certification has 
information security systems, facilities 
and procedures in place to protect the 
security of the Limited Access DMF, as 
required under section 1110.102(a)(2) of 
the final rule. The AG or IG Systems 
Safeguards Attestation Form collects 
information based on an assessment by 
the State or local government AG or IG 
conducted within three years prior to 
the date of the Person or Certified 
Person’s submission of a completed 
certification statement under section 
1110.101(a) of the final rule. This 
collection includes specific 
requirements of the final rule, which the 
State or local government AG or IG must 
certify are satisfied, and the provision of 
specific information by the State or local 
government AG or IG, such as the date 
of the assessment. 

Affected Public: Accredited 
Conformity Assessment Bodies and 
State or local government Auditors 
General or Inspectors General attesting 
that a Person seeking certification or a 
Certified Person seeking renewal of 
certification under the final rule for the 
‘‘Certification Program for Access to the 
Death Master File’’ has information 
security systems, facilities and 
procedures in place to protect the 
security of the Limited Access DMF, as 
required by the final rule. 

Frequency: Every three (3) years. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
Legal Authority: Section 203 of the 

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, Public 
Law 113–67. 

This information collection request 
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice on the following website 
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain. 
Find this particular information 
collection by selecting ‘‘Currently under 
30-day Review—Open for Public 
Comments’’ or by using the search 
function and entering either the title of 

the collection or the OMB control 
number 0692–0016. 

Sheleen Dumas, 
Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of 
the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
Commerce Department. 
[FR Doc. 2024–01689 Filed 1–26–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–04–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
Review and Approval; Comment 
Request; Patent Processing 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO), as required 
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995, invites comments on the 
extension and revision of an existing 
information collection: 0651–0031 
(Patent Processing). The purpose of this 
notice is to allow 60 days for public 
comment preceding submission of this 
information collection to OMB. 
DATES: To ensure consideration, 
comments regarding this information 
collection must be received on or before 
March 29, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit written comments by 
any of the following methods. Do not 
submit Confidential Business 
Information or otherwise sensitive or 
protected information. 

• Email: InformationCollections@
uspto.gov. Include ‘‘0651–0031 
comment’’ in the subject line of the 
message. 

• Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. 

• Mail: Justin Isaac, Information 
Collection Officer, Office of the Chief 
Administrative Officer, United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313–1450. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information 
should be directed to Raul Tamayo, 
Senior Legal Advisor, Office of Patent 
Legal Administration, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313–1450; by 
telephone at 571–272–7728; or by email 
to raul.tamayo@uspto.gov with ‘‘0651– 
0031 comment’’ in the subject line. 
Additional information about this 
information collection is also available 

at http://www.reginfo.gov under 
‘‘Information Collection Review.’’ 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) is required 
by 35 U.S.C. 131 to examine an 
application for patent and, when 
appropriate, issue a patent. The USPTO 
is also required to publish patent 
applications, with certain exceptions, 
promptly after the expiration of a period 
of eighteen months from the earliest 
filing date for which a benefit is sought 
under title 35, United States Code 
(‘‘eighteen-month publication’’). Certain 
situations may arise which require that 
additional information be supplied in 
order for the USPTO to further process 
the patent or application. The USPTO 
administers the statutes through various 
sections of the rules of practice in 37 
CFR part 1. 

During the processing of an 
application for a patent, the applicant or 
the applicant’s representative may be 
required to submit additional 
information to the USPTO concerning 
the examination of a specific 
application. The specific information 
required to be submitted includes: 
requests for extension of time, 
abandonment of applications and the 
revival of abandoned applications, 
disclaimers, appeals, petitions, 
expedited examination of design 
applications, requests for continued 
examinations, requests to inspect, copy, 
access patent applications, and 
transmittal forms. 

The information in this collection is 
used by the USPTO to continue the 
processing of the patent or application 
to ensure that applicants are complying 
with the patent regulations and to aid in 
the prosecution of the application. This 
also includes situations that require 
additional information in order for the 
USPTO to further process the patent or 
application. 

II. Method of Collection 

The items in this information 
collection can be submitted through the 
USPTO patent electronic filing system 
(Patent Center), the USPTO’s online 
filing and viewing system for patent 
applications and related documents. 
The USPTO also will accept 
submissions by mail, hand delivery, and 
facsimile. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0651–0031. 
Forms: (AIA—America Invents Act; 

SB—Specimen Book; PTOL = Patent 
and Trademark Office Legal) 
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