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arraignment of the accused upon charges, no additional charges may be referred to the same trial
without consent of the accused.

(3) Joinder of accused. Allegations against two or more accused may be referred for joint
trial if the accused are alleged to have participated in the same act or transaction or in the same
series of acts or transactions constituting an offense or offenses. Such accused may be charged in
one or more specifications together or separately, and every accused need not be charged in each
specification. Related allegations against two or more accused which may be proved by
substantially the same evidence may be referred to a common trial.

(f) Superior convening authorities. Except as otherwise provided in these rules, a superior
competent authority may cause charges, whether or not referred, to be transmitted to the
authority for further consideration, including, if appropriate, referral.

(g) Parallel convening authorities.

(1) Except as provided in R.C.M. 601(g)(2), if it is impracticable for the original
convening authority to continue exercising authority over the charges, the convening authority
may cause the charges, even if referred, to be transmitted to a parallel convening authority. This
transmittal must be in writing and in accordance with such regulations as the Secretary
concerned may prescribe. Subsequent actions taken by the parallel convening authority are
within the sole discretion of that convening authority.

(2) For offenses over which a special trial counsel has exercised authority and has not
deferred, a convening authority seeking to transfer charges to a parallel convening authority may
do so in accordance with these rules and such regulations prescribed by the Secretary
concerned.”

(tt) R.C.M. 603(a) is amended to read as follows:
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“(a) In general. Any person forwarding, acting upon, or prosecuting charges on behalf of the
United States, except a preliminary hearing officer appointed under R.C.M. 405, may make
major and minor changes to charges or specifications in accordance with this rule. For charges
over which a special trial counsel has exercised authority and has not deferred, only a special
trial counsel may make or cause to be made major and minor changes to charges or
specifications in accordance with this rule.”

(uu) R.C.M. 604(a) is amended to read as follows:

“(a) Withdrawal.

(1) Except as provided in R.C.M. 604(a)(2), the convening authority or a superior
competent authority may for any reason cause any charge or specification to be withdrawn from
a court-martial at any time before findings are announced.

(2) For charges over which a special trial counsel has exercised authority and has not
deferred, only a special trial counsel may withdraw or cause to be withdrawn any charge or
specification from the court-martial at any time before findings are announced.”

(vv) R.C.M. 701(a) is amended to read as follows:

“(a) Disclosure by trial counsel. Except as otherwise provided in R.C.M. 701(f) and (g)(2), and
unless previously disclosed to the defense, trial counsel shall provide the following to the
defense:

(1) Papers accompanying charges, convening orders; statements. As soon as practicable
after service of charges under R.C.M. 602, the trial counsel shall provide the defense with copies
of, or, if extraordinary circumstances make it impracticable to provide copies, permit the defense
to inspect:

(A) All papers that accompanied the charges presented to the convening authority;
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