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DATES: The session will be held between 
the hours of 1:00 and 5:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time on Thursday, August 3, 2023. 
ADDRESSES: The session will be held 
virtually. Additional information will be 
available on ai.gov/naiac. Members of 
the public interested in viewing the 
session are encouraged to visit ai.gov/ 
naiac/ for session details and to register 
to watch virtually. Registration is 
required to view the virtual session and 
members of the public should register in 
accordance with the information 
provided in the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section of this notice. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Alicia Chambers, Committee Liaison 
Officer, National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, 100 Bureau Drive, MS 
1000, Gaithersburg, MD 20899, 
alicia.chambers@nist.gov or 301–975– 
5333, or Rachel Trello, Alternate 
Designated Federal Officer, National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
100 Bureau Drive, MS 1000, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899, rachel.trello@
nist.gov or 301–975–6338. Please direct 
any inquiries to naiac@nist.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. 1001 et seq., 
notice is hereby given that the NAIAC 
will hold a briefing session between the 
hours of 1 and 5 p.m. Eastern Time on 
Thursday, August 3, 2023. The session 
will be open to the public and will be 
held virtually. Interested members of 
the public will be able to attend the 
session from remote locations. The 
purpose of the session is for invited 
experts to brief the Committee on topics 
of interest related to the Committee’s 
year two efforts. Additional information, 
including the final agenda and link to 
register, will be available online at: 
ai.gov/naiac/. 

The NAIAC is authorized by section 
5104 of the National Artificial 
Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020 (Pub. 
L. 116–283), in accordance with the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. 1001 et seq. 
The Committee advises the President 
and the National Artificial Intelligence 
Initiative Office on matters related to the 
National Artificial Intelligence 
Initiative. Additional information on the 
NAIAC is available at ai.gov/naiac/. 

Comments: Oral comments from the 
public will not be permitted during the 
virtual session. However, individuals 
and representatives of organizations 
may submit written comments and 
suggestions to the Committee at any 
time. Please note that all submitted 
comments will be treated as public 
documents and will be made available 
for public inspection. All comments 

must be submitted via email with the 
subject line ‘‘YOUR NAME, YOUR 
ORGANIZATION NAME (if applicable), 
NAIAC Comments’’ to naiac@nist.gov. 

Virtual Admittance Instructions: The 
session will be broadcast live via virtual 
webcast. Registration is required to view 
the virtual session. To register, please 
visit ai.gov/naiac/. Members of the 
public that would like to view the 
session must register by 1 p.m. Easter 
Time, on Thursday, August 3, 2023. 

Alicia Chambers, 
NIST Executive Secretariat. 
[FR Doc. 2023–14965 Filed 7–18–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD131] 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Ferry Berth 
Improvements in Tongass Narrows in 
Ketchikan, Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; proposed issuance of an 
incidental harassment authorization; 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) has modified 
the incidental harassment authorization 
(IHA) renewal that was issued to the 
Alaska Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) for the 
Ferry Berth Improvements Project in 
Tongass Narrows, Ketchikan, Alaska, on 
March 1, 2023. 
DATES: The modified IHA renewal is 
effective through March 4, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: In case of problems 
accessing these documents, please call 
the contact listed below. Electronic 
copies of the original application and 
supporting documents (including NMFS 
Federal Register notices of the original 
proposed and final authorizations, and 
the previous IHA), as well as a list of the 
references cited in this document, may 
be obtained online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/ 
incidental-take-authorization-alaska- 
department-transportation-ferry-berth- 
improvements-0. In case of problems 
accessing these documents, please call 
the contact listed below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate 
Fleming, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The MMPA prohibits the ‘‘take’’ of 

marine mammals, with certain 
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and 
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce 
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon 
request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of small numbers of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
issued or, if the taking is limited to 
harassment, a notice of a proposed 
incidental take authorization may be 
provided to the public for review. 

Authorization for incidental takings 
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the 
taking will have a negligible impact on 
the species or stock(s) and will not have 
an unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
taking for subsistence uses (where 
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe 
the permissible methods of taking and 
other ‘‘means of effecting the least 
practicable adverse impact’’ on the 
affected species or stocks and their 
habitat, paying particular attention to 
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of 
similar significance, and on the 
availability of such species or stocks for 
taking for certain subsistence uses 
(referred to in shorthand as 
‘‘mitigation’’); and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of such takings are set 
forth. 

NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect 
the species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as: Any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i) 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering (Level B 
harassment). 

Summary of Request and Analysis 
On March 1, 2023, NMFS issued an 

IHA renewal to the ADOT&PF, effective 
March 4, 2023 through March 4, 2023. 
The IHA authorized take, by Level A 
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harassment and Level B harassment, of 
marine mammals incidental to 
construction activities associated with 
the Ferry Berth Improvements Project in 
Tongass Narrows in Ketchikan, Alaska 
(88 FR 13802, March 6, 2023). Species 
authorized for take included Steller sea 
lion (Eumetopias jubatus), harbor seal 
(Phoca vitulina), harbor porpoise 
(Phocoena phocoena), Dall’s porpoise 
(Phocoenoides dalli), Pacific white- 
sided dolphin (Lagenorhynchus 
obliquidens), killer whale (Orcinus 
orca), humpback whale (Megaptera 
novaeangliae), minke whale 
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata), and 
northern elephant seal (Mirounga 
angustirostris). The IHA renewal was 
issued in association with ADOT&PF’s 
planned continuation of a subset of the 
initially planned construction activities 
at this project site. 

On April 3, 2023, ADOT&PF 
contacted NMFS to express concern 
regarding the potential that it could 
exceed authorized take numbers for 
killer whales (Orcinus orca) and harbor 
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), and to 
request that NMFS evaluate a potential 
modification to the renewal IHA. 
ADOT&PF indicated that project 
activities were taking longer than 
expected due to mechanical delays and 
encountering unexpected subsurface 
conditions. Given that a new IHA was 
in process to replace the active IHA 
renewal, and that it was not clear that 
authorized take levels were in danger of 
being met at the time the request was 
made, NMFS determined that it would 
not be appropriate to move forward with 
a modification at that time. 

On June 19, 2023, ADOT&PF 
contacted NMFS to provide additional 
information supporting a request for 
modification of the renewal IHA. 
ADOT&PF provided updated 
monitoring data, explaining that 
Protected Species Observers (PSOs) had 
reported potential takes by Level B 
harassment of 18 killer whales, 
representing 75 percent of take 
authorized through the renewal IHA. 
ADOT&PF also reiterated practicability 
concerns associated with future 
potential shutdowns that may result 
from meeting the authorized take 
numbers. NMFS asked ADOT&PF to 
provide details regarding the amount of 
work that had been completed and the 
amount of work that remained under the 
renewal. 

Based on the updated monitoring data 
provided by ADOT&PF, in the context 
of the current status of ongoing work 
under the renewal IHA and expected 
remaining duration, NMFS has modified 
the Ferry Berth Improvement project 
renewal IHA by increasing authorized 
take by Level B harassment of killer 
whale and harbor porpoise, to levels 
that remain below those initially 
analyzed and authorized in associated 
with the initial IHA. NMFS agrees with 
ADOT&PF that authorizing an increase 
of take by Level B harassment for killer 
whale is conservative and appropriate; 
killer whales in the area often travel in 
pods larger than the six takes by Level 
B harassment that remain under the 
current authorization level. NMFS 
similarly determined that additional 
take by Level B harassment for harbor 
porpoise may be necessary due to few 
takes remaining under the active IHA 
renewal and a larger than expected 
number of individuals having been 
observed in the project area by PSOs. In 
addition to the 4 out of 9 authorized 
takes by Level B harassment reported for 
harbor porpoise, ADOT&PF’s PSO’s 
have observed 29 harbor porpoise in the 
project area across 46 monitoring days 
that have been completed under the IHA 
renewal. NMFS has determined that 
modification to authorized take 
numbers for other species is not 
warranted. 

The work analyzed for this 
modification includes a subset of the 
same construction activities analyzed 
for the renewal IHA (i.e., impact pile 
driving or proofing of 11 24-inch piles, 
vibratory pile driving of 4 24-inch piles, 
and DTH drilling of 7 rock sockets and 
18 tension anchors), in the same 
locations that were described in the IHA 
renewal and initial IHA on which it is 
based. NMFS refers the reader to the 
documents related to the initial IHAs 
issued on March 1, 2023 and March 5, 
2022 (available at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/ 
incidental-take-authorization-alaska- 
department-transportation-ferry-berth- 
improvements-0) for a more detailed 
description of project activities. Other 
relevant documents include the notice 
of proposed IHAs and request for 
comments (88 FR 8814, February 10, 
2023; 87 FR 5980, February 2, 2022) and 
notice of issued IHAs (88 FR 13802, 
March 6, 2023; 87 FR 15387, March 18, 
2022). As a result of the aforementioned 

project difficulties, the total days of 
activity have been increased relative to 
what was expected, while the daily 
duration of activity has been 
significantly less than expected. 
ADOT&PF has completed 45 days of in- 
water work, 15 days more than what 
was analyzed under the IHA renewal, 
and estimates that 29 additional days of 
in-water pile driving is needed to 
complete the subset of in-water work 
described above. 

A description of the marine mammals 
in the area of the activities, as well as 
a description of the potential effects of 
the specified activities on marine 
mammals and their habitat are found in 
these previous documents, which 
remains applicable to this modified 
IHA. In addition, NMFS has reviewed 
the Draft 2022 Stock Assessment Report 
(Young et. al. 2022), information on 
relevant Unusual Mortality Events, and 
recent scientific literature, and 
determined that no new information 
affects our original analysis of impacts 
under the IHA renewal. 

A detailed description of the methods 
and inputs used to estimate take for the 
specified activity are found in the 
notices of the proposed and final IHAs 
(87 FR 5980, February 2, 2022; 87 FR 
15387, March 18, 2022) for the initial 
authorization on which the final 
renewal IHA is based (88 FR 8814, 
March 6, 2023). The source levels and 
marine mammal occurrence data 
applicable to this authorization remain 
unchanged from the previously issued 
IHAs. The stocks taken, methods of take, 
and types of take also remain 
unchanged. 

In consideration of the information 
provided by ADOT&PF and described 
above, NMFS expects that 23 additional 
killer whale and 9 harbor porpoise may 
be taken by Level B harassment over the 
expected remainder of the effective 
period of the IHA (through March 4, 
2024). This is based on 29 estimated 
remaining construction days to 
complete the work, representing 97 
percent of the original time period 
included in the analysis for the renewal 
IHA. Therefore, NMFS determined that 
it is appropriate to modify the renewal 
IHA to authorize take by Level B 
harassment of 47 killer whale and 18 
harbor porpoise (Table 1). No increases 
to take by Level A harassment are 
warranted or authorized. 
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TABLE 1—MODIFICATION TO AUTHORIZED TAKE FOR KILLER WHALE AND HARBOR PORPOISE AND PROPORTION OF 
POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

Authorized take 

Modification action Species Stock Level A 
harassment 

Level B 
harass-
ment * 

Total Percent 
of stock 

No Change .......................... Steller sea lion ................... Eastern U.S ....................... 30 716 746 1.7 
No Change .......................... Harbor Seal ........................ Clarence Strait ................... 38 335 373 1.3 
Increased Level B take ....... Harbor Porpoise ................. Southeast Alaska ............... 5 18 23 0.21 
No Change .......................... Dall’s Porpoise ................... Alaska ................................ 12 68 80 0.6 
No Change .......................... Pacific white-sided Dolphin North Pacific ...................... 0 92 92 3.4 
Increased Level B Take ...... Killer Whale ........................ Alaska Resident ................. 0 47 47 2.4 

West Coast Transient ........ 0 13.5 
Northern Resident .............. 0 15.6 

No Change .......................... Humpback Whale .............. Central North Pacific .......... 0 75 75 0.7 
No Change .......................... Minke Whale ...................... Alaska ................................ 1 2 3 N/A 
No Change .......................... Northern Elephant Seal ..... California Breeding ............ 0 12 12 0.01 

* The increased take by Level B harassment authorized through this modification do not erase takes that have been reported thus far. 

The mitigation, monitoring, and 
reporting measures remain the same as 
prescribed in the initial and renewal 
IHAs. 

The described modification of the 
IHA renewal does not alter the original 
scope of activity analyzed or the impact 
analysis in a manner that materially 
affects the basis for the original findings 
under the IHA. The take levels 
authorized through the modified 
renewal IHA remain below those 
analyzed and authorized through the 
initial IHA. Accordingly, we have 
determined that the additional take 
authorized in this IHA modification will 
have a negligible impact on the affected 
species stocks and, separately, the take 
will be of small numbers. 

This action is consistent with 
categories of activities identified in 
Categorical Exclusion B4 (incidental 
harassment authorizations with no 
anticipated serious injury or mortality) 
of the Companion Manual for NOAA 
Administrative Order 216–6A, which do 
not individually or cumulatively have 
the potential for significant impacts on 
the quality of the human environment 
and for which we have not identified 
any extraordinary circumstances that 
would preclude this categorical 
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS 
determined that the issuance of the 
initial IHA qualified to be categorically 
excluded from further National 
Environmental Policy Act review and 
that application of the Categorical 
Exclusion to the issuance of the renewal 
IHA remained appropriate. Similarly, 
increasing authorized take levels, by 
Level B harassment only, of killer 
whales and harbor porpoise is covered 
through previous application of the 
Categorical Exclusion. 

Finally, Killer whales and harbor 
porpoise are not listed under the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
Therefore, we have determined that 
additional consultation under the ESA 
is not required. 

Authorization 

NMFS has issued a modified IHA to 
ADOT&PF authorizing the take of 
marine mammals for the reasons 
described above, for the potential 
harassment of small numbers of marine 
mammals incidental to construction 
activities associated with the ferry berth 
improvements project, provided the 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
requirements of the initial IHA renewal 
are implemented. 

Dated: July 13, 2023. 
Kimberly Damon-Randall, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–15278 Filed 7–18–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Air Force 

[ARY–230609A–PL] 

Notice of Intent To Grant a Partially 
Exclusive Patent License 

AGENCY: Department of the Air Force, 
Department of Defense. 
ACTION: Notice of intent. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Bayh-Dole Act 
and implementing regulations, the 
Department of the Air Force hereby 
gives notice of its intent to grant a 
partially exclusive (the field to include 
water-based search and rescue, combat 
search and rescue and military 
applications, tow surfing and recovery 
for surfers, fishing and recreation, on 
water autonomous surface vessel for 

intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance (ISR) and monitoring of 
oil spills and oil platforms, autonomous 
platform for towing vessels) patent 
license agreement to Shark Rescue 
Systems, LLC, a corporation of the State 
of Ohio, having a place of business at 
2946 Arthur Rd., Springfield, OH 45502. 
DATES: Written objections must be filed 
no later than fifteen (15) calendar days 
after the date of publication of this 
Notice. 
ADDRESSES: Submit written objections to 
Dr. Griffin Romigh, Lead, Office of 
Research and Technology Applications 
(ORTA), AFRL/RY—Sensors 
Directorate, Bldg. 600, 2nd Floor, 2241 
Avionics Circle, Wright-Patterson AFB, 
OH 45433; Phone (937) 713–3494; or 
Email: griffin.romigh@us.af.mil. Include 
Docket No. ARY–230609A–PL in the 
subject line of the message. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Griffin Romigh, Lead, Office of Research 
and Technology Applications (ORTA), 
AFRL/RY—Sensors Directorate, Bldg. 
600, 2nd Floor, 2241 Avionics Circle, 
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433; 
Phone (937) 713–3494; or Email: 
griffin.romigh@us.af.mil. 

Abstract of Patent Application(s) 
(1.) A component that can be 

detachably fitted to a watercraft to shift 
the center of buoyancy of the watercraft 
and render the watercraft self-righting. 
The component uses quick release 
attachment and detachment fixtures so 
that a person can easily remove the 
component and thereby free-up space 
for passengers on the watercraft. The 
component includes a non-inflatable 
buoyant structure made of a buoyant 
material or materials arranged into a 
buoyant configuration. A watercraft 
with the detachable component is also 
disclosed, as is a method for converting 
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