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complete one nomination packet for the
program year. State agencies will review

each nomination received from sponsors

in their respective States one time; State
agencies are expected to receive an
average of 4.167 nominations each.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
FNS expects 150 nominations from
sponsors, which will then be reviewed
by State agencies. The total annual
responses is 300.

Estimated Time per Response: The
estimated time of response varies from
30 to 60 minutes per nomination,
depending on respondent group. FNS
estimates it will take each sponsor
approximately 1 hour to complete the
nomination form, compile other
supplemental information, and submit
the nomination packet to the State
agency. FNS estimates it will take each
reviewing State agency approximately

30 minutes to review each nomination
packet and complete a one-page
checklist to verify that the nominees are
eligible for the award. The table below
illustrates the burden on both sponsors
and State agencies, with an average total
estimated time of 1.5 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 225 hours. See the table
below for estimated total annual burden
for each type of respondent.

; Estimated avg.
Estimated Responses Total annual number of Estimated
Respondent number annually per responses hours per total hours
respondents respondent response
Reporting Burden
Program Sponsors (BUSINESSES) ........cccererierierienienieenienieee e 150 1.00 150 1.00 150.00
State Agency EMPIOYEES .......cccceieeiiiiieiiiirieienieeee e 36 4.1666667 150 0.50 75.00
Total Reporting Burden ...........ccccoiciiiiiiiiiie, 186 | .o 300 | i 225.00

Tameka Owens,

Assistant Administrator, Food and Nutrition
Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-15286 Filed 7-18-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Food and Nutrition Service

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comments Request—Understanding
Risk Assessment in Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Payment Accuracy Study

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice invites the general public and
other public agencies to comment on
this proposed information collection.
This collection is a new collection. The
primary purpose of this study is to
provide FNS with information about
SNAP State agencies’ use of risk
assessment (RA) tools to reduce
payment errors, the effects of these
tools, and best practices for FNS and the
SNAP State agencies to consider in the
development and use of RA tools. RA
tools may apply statistical models using
SNAP household characteristics to
estimate the relative risk of improper
payment.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before September 18,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent to:
Eric Williams, Food and Nutrition
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
1320 Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA
22314. Comments may also be
submitted via email to eric.williams@
usda.gov. Comments will also be
accepted through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal. Go to https://
www.regulations.gov, and follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments electronically. All written
comments will be open for public
inspection at the office of FNS during
regular business hours (8:30 a.m. to 5
p-m. Monday through Friday) at 1320
Braddock Place, Alexandria, VA 22314.
All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for Office of Management and Budget
approval. All comments will be a matter
of public record.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of this information collection
should be directed to Eric Williams at
703-305-2640.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments
are invited on the following topics: (a)
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions that
were used; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on

respondents, including use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Title: Understanding Risk Assessment
in Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) Payment Accuracy.

Form Number: Not applicable.

OMB Number: 0584-NEW.

Expiration Date: Not yet determined.

Type of Request: New collection.

Abstract: The Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) is the
largest hunger safety net program in the
United States, providing food assistance
benefits to roughly one in eight
Americans. SNAP is administered by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS). Although the benefits are
federally funded and must be issued in
accordance with Federal statutes and
regulations, SNAP State agencies are
responsible for determining eligibility
and calculating appropriate benefit
amounts for eligible participants. SNAP
State agencies have flexibility in
administering the program through a
range of policy options, waivers of
regulations, and demonstration projects.
The challenges associated with
accurately documenting households’
circumstances and calculating benefits
within the context of complex
regulations, options, and waivers lead to
a degree of improper payments.

The Payment Integrity Information
Act of 2019 continues the work of
previous related legislation in requiring
Federal agencies to track and mitigate
improper payments, which are defined
as payments that either should not have
been made or were made in an incorrect


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:eric.williams@usda.gov
mailto:eric.williams@usda.gov
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amount. FNS and the SNAP State
agencies use SNAP Quality Control (QC)
to closely monitor the program for
improper payments. SNAP State
agencies must conduct a QC review of

a random sample of current cases each
month (referred to as active cases) to
identify underpayments and
overpayments and calculate total
payment error. At the end of the review
period for each month’s cases, the SNAP
State agencies share the case files and
results with Federal SNAP staff, who
review a subsample of the cases for
accuracy and use the results to calculate
an annual official payment error rate for
each State agency’s official payment
error rate.

Some social welfare agencies and
criminal justice organizations have
begun using risk assessment (RA) tools.
These tools apply a statistical model to
case characteristics to estimate the
relative risk of a particular outcome.
Agencies that use RA tools may use the
output to allocate staff resources such
that the riskiest cases receive the most
time and attention. This is intended to
improve program outcomes but may
have unintended consequences. As RA
tool use becomes more common across
social sectors, it is critical to address the
risk of bias in these tools. Bias can enter
RA tools through the data used to build
them and the way the tool uses those
data to predict risk and may impinge on
civil rights by leading to disparate
treatments and/or disparate impacts.

FNS is conducting a study,
Understanding Risk Assessment in
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) Payment Accuracy, to
develop a comprehensive picture of
whether and how SNAP State agencies
use RA tools and determine if these
tools create disparate impacts on
protected classes. The key research

objectives follow: (1) determine which
States use RA tools to reduce error rates;
(2) determine what factors and variables
are being used in RA tools; (3) identify
how SNAP State agencies act on the
results of their RA tools; (4) determine
whether SNAP State agencies’ RA tools
are successful in reducing error rates; (5)
determine if the RA tools create (or
relieve) racial or other disparities by
which individuals are flagged for further
review; and (6) determine best practices
in the development and use of RA tools.

The study approach includes a
survey, case studies, and a request for
administrative data from SNAP State
agencies. Data will be collected via a
web-based census survey of the 53
SNAP State agencies. Case studies will
be completed with six SNAP State
agencies; these case studies will include
telephone interviews with up to five
types of State-level staff and up to two
types of local SNAP agency staff (as
applicable). The types of State-level staff
will include RA tool development leads,
SNAP Quality Control Directors, SNAP
Quality Assurance Directors, IT systems
staff, and data analysis staff. The types
of local SNAP agency staff will include
local agency supervisors and local
agency eligibility staff. The study team
will also request administrative data
from the SNAP State agencies that use
an RA tool.

Affected Public: Respondent groups
identified include the following: (1)
individuals/households (pretest
participants); and (2) State, local, and
Tribal government (SNAP State agencies
and SNAP local offices).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
The total estimated sample size and the
number of respondents is 100. The team
expects all sample units to respond to
all relevant data collection activities.
The study includes 53 SNAP State
agency directors and up to 5 other staff

in 6 selected SNAP State agencies that
use RA tools. The study also includes a
SNAP local office supervisor and a local
office eligibility staff member for local
offices of relevant selected SNAP State
agencies that use RA tools. The study
also has 5 pretest participants from a
pool of 5 possible pretest participants.
Some pretest participants will pretest
more than one instrument. The study
team expects all SNAP State agencies to
respond to the survey. The exact
number of SNAP State agencies that use
RA tools is currently unknown, but
estimates suggest the number is 15 or
fewer. Under the assumption that 15
SNAP State agencies have RA tools, the
study team expects all 15 of these SNAP
State agencies to respond to the survey
and provide data on their RA tool. The
team expects 6 of these 15 SNAP State
agencies to also participate in case study
interviews. These estimates assume all
potential respondents will eventually
respond to their relevant information
collections.

Estimated Frequency of Response:
The estimated frequency of response is
7.44 annually for respondents.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
The total estimated number of responses
for data collection is 744 from
respondents.

Estimated Time per Respondent: The
estimated time of response varies from
2 minutes to 1 hour and 45 minutes,
depending on the respondent group and
activity, as shown in table 1. The
average estimated response is 0.15
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: The total public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated at 111 hours (annually).
The estimated burden for each type of
respondent is provided in table 1.

BILLING CODE 3410-30-P



Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

46130

SLLYS 91'T9s C8IL0 0000°0 L910°0 0 0 0 CRIL0 reeo’ €T 1 1 %4 € 9 L Tremrd
h e g ‘ : ‘ ‘ Jopunwy Asaimng
. . g . . . . S S Treury
r1°8<§ 91°T79S T$E6°0 0000°0 L9T0°0 0 0 0 T8€6°0 PEeo 8T 1 [:14 8T JapUIISY A3AING
06'8L$ 91'29S 69T 1 0000°0 LOTO'0 0 0 0 °woT'1 Peeo” 8¢ 1 3¢ 8¢ &I 1o
Iopunusy KaAing
87°63% 91'29S [435 A 000070 LOTO0°0 0 0 0 [yl 4320 £ 1 %4 94 I
Iopurtray AoAIng
99°66% 91'T9S [40°t 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 2091 reel 8t 1 8¥ 8t Lo L
Jopuruay Asaing
. . . . . . . X . S N %Qoo.m oypanp Aouale
€E°669% 91'T9s 00€T'11 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 00€T°11 L0 ¢l 1 Sl Sl Vi 9AIRY) AdAdng avNs| avNs sreis
qoM Joan( ey
(JooL,
9¢°06¢5 91'79S 000€°6 000070 L9100 0 0 0 000¢°6 €20 8¢ 1 43 8¢ ¥ ON) Aoamg
qo M Joran( a1elg
$10J03II(]
IT°6LTS 91'279S STy 000070 LOT0°0 0 0 0 SETHY €E80° €< 1 €5 €< dVNS 21018
01 uoneALf AaAIng
$010U0T Y
. . e . . oy . - dVNS 21818
IT°6LTS 91'29S [§%aa 4 000070 LOTO0°0 0 0 0 ETHY €€80 €< 1 99 €< 01 SN 0L [remrg
uoTEINNON Apms
€1°6Z€S 0CER' 000070 0000°0 0 0 0 0C€8'8 TEOR'0 It 0Tt < S [e303qng SplOY2snOH;/S[enpIAIPUT
. . . . . . . Je1s 201[Q [e20
LSOFS STLES 008T'1 0000°0 L9T0°0 0 0 0 00STT T I 1 1 1 “opIIE) MSTAIOUT
1Je1S SISAJRUY
. . . . . . 7 BIR(]/SWRISAG
LSS ST'LES 00ST'1T 000070 L9100 0 0 0 00ST'1 Tl I 1 1 1 11 PadT-ameg
19PN MBTATOI]
JORRIICT
aoueanssy Arend)
6£°0¢1$ STLES 000¢°€ 000070 LOT0°0 0 0 0 000¢°€ LT 4 1 4 4 ‘peopivowdojera| swedionsed|  spioyesnoy
1001 vy 150104 /S[ENPIAIPUT
1PN MOTATIIU]
} . . } . . . Kaaing
TSvLS STLES 0000°T 0000°0 LOTO'0 0 0 0 0000T 00'T T 1 4 T qa J0pBN( A1BIS
(3duos
UISUOD TOrIE)
TT° 1€ STLES 05€8°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 05€8°0 Lo1T S 1 ¢ S spuedionred 1s3101q
Jnpayog pue
NNI00Y O] [lew]
Juepamg (s1n0H)
yuspuodsay| eunsy (samofy) sasuodsayy| Isuodsayy (SInof) sasuodsayy| ssuodsy [syuspuodsayy
150 ey wpang | o Sgsuodsay e o spuapuodsaauoy o suodsay - o o Vi
JO 10 BeA\ AMNOY enuuwy PN ad SINOH I v R ¥ b JO Jaqumy P m— J13d sanofy I v < J b J adweg syuowm.ysuy syudpuodsayy| Lro3ae)
parEnUTY . enuuy ™o,  |Souanbay] [Enury o], |fomanbarg| Jequiny : joolfy  huspuodsay]
Tejor, puris
sydpuodsaauon syuepuodsay

a1quL uapang [ qv



46131

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

[Tetus] Iapuruay]
£T°9% 9179% | o010 00000 | L9100 0 0 0 0010 | FEED € 1 £ € 18317 vopedronieg
eR( UIUpy
STOJIICT
) i o ) . i ) dV NS 211§ 0}
$6'ST8 9179 | SLIFO 00000 | Lot00 0 0 0 SLIFO | €30 9 1 S 9 onEIrAu] 150nboY
req EE—\}w
EELIty
) i ) . . . . [00°] pue o1e1g
[2RE>) 9179 | 01050 00000 | Lot0'0 0 0 0 0100 | €££80 9 1 9 9 JuEAR[Y ) (e
UOIEOYIION APTyS
. . . . . . . 118D sutuue|d
6v981% | 91798 | 0000€¢ 00000 | Lot0'0 0 0 0 0000°¢ <0 9 1 9 9 Kpmg o
i i . ] } . . UOIERATIION
69818 91798 | 900€0 00000 | Lot0°0 0 0 0 900€0 | FE€0 6 1 6 6 rewg Apms o5t
] i ) ] } . . - [ewry
YOOIT$ | 91798 | ZOLL'T 00000 | Lot0°0 0 0 0 T0LLT FEED 1329 1 39 € | nogomeyy doams
) ) ) ) ) ] . 9T qM [rew]
STH$ 9179 | 89900 00000 | L9100 0 0 0 89900 | FEED z 1 4 z sopuIwoy Aoams
STIM 300U d Aq
9L°0T$ 9rz9% | oreen 00000 | L9100 0 0 0 orecon | <E80° e 1 v ¥ | vonerdwoy Lsamg
LU0 01 18D
i ) ) ) ) . P A TRy
At 9179 | +00T0 00000 | o100 0 0 0 r00z0 | tego 9 1 9 9 sopurmey Asams
€1 1M ATOYd Aq
€S 1HS or'z9$ | 08990 00000 | o100 0 0 0 08990 | <E€’0° 3 1 8 8 | wonerdwoy Asamg
13O 0L [1E)
. ) } ) ) ) ) ELTA [y
19'91§ o1Z9$ | TL9TO 00000 | o100 0 0 0 woTo | reen 3 1 8 3 sopuEey Asang
LT M duoyd Aq
67798 9179 | 020071 00000 | Loto0 0 0 0 02001 CE80” 4 1 Al 71 | uonepduwio) Aaamg
13O 01 118D
) ) . ) ) ) . TT AN Treury
T6+T8 9179 | 800+0 00000 | Lot00 0 0 0 800F0 | FEE0 4 1 A u sopuTTa Asams
) i ) ] } ) . 0T M [rewy
L0678 9198 | 9LOVO 00000 | Lot0°0 0 0 0 9L9K0 | FEED 2! 1 2 ¥l sopurey Asamns
. . . . . . . 6 1x Wuog ouoyd
TTEES 91798 | trESO 00000 | Lot00 0 0 0 FPeES0 | bEg0 91 1 91 91 sapuImay Asams
o . o . . - o ] ] ] 83 1duog suoyd
Srees 9179 | 9v£90 00000 | L9100 0 0 0 €90 | reED 61 1 61 61 sopuiwoy Aoamg
. ) . ) ) . FE IR
Stees 91Z9$ | 9rE90 00000 | o100 0 0 0 9r£9'0 | rEED 61 1 61 61 sopurme Aams
dopan (snof)
: _:a 5 VUS| ) d d ( ) d d d
«=@H=”c‘w@m W@M«Nﬂm e pang -w“—.-“u—H—H a@wﬁo Qw.wv.— w@wﬂﬂ“ﬂh —hw@m @m-OCw.wNH SJUa puo -—w@.:h.uz M“:O“H nuwﬁo -—wmﬂm wvwﬂ-.——“h:m@m @wﬁccwvz w«:v—:-hu SV TS
JO380) J5EM enuuy PLOY | o sImoyy L A b JO Joquumy] bt m— Jod sanofy L v R 4 b 4 Jfdureg syuomm.ysuy spuapuodsayf( Lrodae)
pazienuuy| Apnoy oL enuuy m®Io], |Souanbaay [enuuy 1®101 suanbaay| Joquiny 2 joodi] |uopuodsoy
0L purLs
syudpuodsaaon spppuodsayy




Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

46132

MBTATSTU]
9¢° 0TS 1LT€S 0070 0000°0 L9T0°0 0 0 0 ¥00Z'0 23] 9 1 9 9 pajepdwo) 1oy
[rewr] no & -yuey ],
T0J0RTI(] 20URINSSY
Append) ‘peo]
LEFLYS TL'T€S 0000'6 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 0000°6 I 9 1 9 9 wswdor2as(] [00],
TUSTIISSOSSY YSTY
12PING) MATATU]
MATATSU] P2l
. . . . . . . ’ Juswdopaasp
9$°0T§ 1L°T88 +00T°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 $00T°0 FEED 9 1 9 9 panpaiog noqy 100}
[retus] Japurtuay]
JUDWISSOSSE
. . . . . . . MITAISIU] A[NPAYOS
8T<H 1L°25$ [IN0) 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 20010 FEED € 1 € € 0} [reury Iopuray st
. . . . . . . MITAII] A[NPAYOS
11928 TL'T€S 010¢°0 0000°0 LOTO0 0 0 0 0100 €€380 9 1 9 9 01 1senbay [rewrg
(303021
dVNS @118
1+°9T§ 1L°T88 0100 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 010¢°0 €80 9 1 9 9 woLy) Jye1g (20T
pue 2ye}g JOF [Teuns]
UOTJROITION APIUS
. . . . . . . ourajy 1sanbay
TL°LLS 91°79% 00€T'1 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 00671 €T0 S 1 ¢ S v UTWpY
[rewry puoosy
80°T$ 91°T9% FEE00 00000 L9100 0 0 0 PEEO00 PEED I 1 1 1 Iepuruey ssarzorg
ele(] WIupy
Jretry 1801
€T9% 9T'T9% T00T'0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 20010 PEED € 1 € € Tepuruay ssargorg
ele(] WIupy
O SN wolg
. . . . . X R [retus] Japurtuay]
80°C% 91°79% FELO0 00000 L9100 0 0 0 PECO0 reen I 1 1 ! uonedionieg
ele UIWpY
1duog
. . . . . X . ouoYq JOpuLLoOY
8078 91°79% FEE0'0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 FEE00 j£3%0] I 1 1 1 wonedonmg
BR(J Wwpy
[rewy]
. . . . . i . JOPUIUY PUoos§
TS 91°79% 8990°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 8990°0 FEED T 1 T 4 wonedron g
ele(] WIupy
wopang (sInofH)
P Eiaiiitag
«:ﬁ:—caw~ﬁ S wopang (samoyy) suodsoy sasuodsay | asuodsayy spuspuodssuoy] (sanojy) suodsay sasuodsay | asuodsay] [syuspuodsayy] -
303500 w e [enuuy WPy g SINOH [enuuy . 0 Jo qumy] WPy g SINOH fenuuy 40 40 Jpdureg sjmwpuodsay| {103ae)
pazienuuy| ApmMoy oL enuuy ®01  |Souanbaiy [enuuy 1e10  |Soudanbagyy Jaquny syudmIn.ysuy joodi] |uopuodsoy
™oL puers
syudpuodsaaon spppuodsayy




46133

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

La0gay3e;)
huapuodsay]

MATATSU]
68°01% 375 #0020 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 #0020 reel 9 1 9 9 patoldwo) 1oy
[TeW no_ & -YUey [,
JOJRII(] SOURINSSY
Append) ‘peo]
L6°881§ 2 2% 0000'6 000070 LOTO0°0 0 0 0 0000°6 <1 9 1 9 9 wswdor2aa( [00],
JUDIISSASSY YSTY
1OPINCy MATATSIU]
MQTATRIU] N
63°01§ £EFSS $00T°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 $00T°0 12350 9 1 9 9 panpatog Mmoqy owqﬁs,mwm
[rewr JpUIty e
. . . . . . . MOLAISIUL [paYds RO
¢S £EFSS 0010 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 To0T'0 FEEo € 1 € € 0} rews JopuIey
. . . . . . . MOTAISI] [payds
TTLTS 2 2% 0100 000070 LOTO0°0 0 0 0 010¢°0 €€80 9 1 9 9 o1 150nbey [rewy
(40300011
dVNS erelg
TTLTS £EFSS 01050 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 010¢°0 SE80° 9 1 9 9 WoL]) JJeIS 290
pue oyelg J0J [TEW
uoneoyoN Apis
MATATSU]
£9¢S £EPES 89900 0000°0 L910°0 0 0 0 8990°0 reeo’ 4 1 C C pajerdwoy oy
By 1O & -YUBL|,
TORAII(] SOURINSSY
Appen) ‘peary
66T91$ 375 0000°¢ 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 0000°¢ €l T 1 [4 4 uowdojaas( 0o,
JUSTUSSOSSY q5TY
13PIND) MITATSI]
MOTATRIU]
€9°¢€$ £EFSS 8990°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 8990°0 12350 T 1 T T panpatog Mmoqy £010041p
TRt IpUIiy] Jonu 00
. . o . . o o MOITAINU] [NPAYDS %ﬁn:@
18°1% 375 FEC00 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 Fee00 reed L 1 1 L 0] [IewI JopuItey
. . . . . . . MOTAISIL [payds
L0°6$ £EFSS 0L9T°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 0L9T0 S€80 T 1 T T o) 15enbayy [rewy
(z03021(]
JVNS erig
LO'6$ £EVSS 0L9T°0 0000°0 LOTO'0 0 0 0 0L9T°0 CE80° T 1 4 T WoL]) JFers [e00]
pue 21vlg J0F [rety
uorjeoroN Apris
dopan (sInofH)
: _:a 5 VUS| ) d d ( ) d d d
EuH:Mc‘wum wm«ué wpang ._wM-..MH_H asuodsoy wm”ﬂ_ :ﬂm mm._ocw@m syus puodssmoy ..WEMH suodsay wu“ﬂ- :ﬂm %:ccwuﬁ m:_@_:-% oy org
JO380) J5EM enuuy; PLOY | o SINOY L A Jo Boqumy PAOY | 1oq SANOF] L v 4 4 Jpdurg spuapuodsay
pozienuuy| Apnoy oL enuuy ®01  |Souanbaiy enuuny 1e10  |Soudanbagyy Jaquny SpusuIm.suy Jood&]
™oL puers
syudpuodsaaon spppuodsayy




Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

46134

] R | R ] | ] OWAA 15enbay
65 18Y$ o1'8r$ 0000701 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 0000701 00'T 01 1 01 01 T Py
MMOTATRIU]
$9'6$ o1'8v$ $00T°0 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 $00T°0 Peeo” 9 1 9 9 pajepdwo) 10y
[retuy no g -yuey,
Jye1g ssAJeuy
. . . . . . ) BIR([/SWOISAS
TL9TTS o1'8r$ 000§V 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 000S°F €L0 9 1 9 9 11 1A T-2pe1S
1OPIL) MITATSIU]
MBTATU] e
S96% o1'8r$ ¥00T0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 Y0070 PEeo’ 9 1 9 9 paINpoYdg MOqYy srskpeue WEQ
Jrewry soputwoy|
] ] ] ] ] ] ] MOTATSNI] 2[MPAY3S
€37$ oT'8t$ z0ot'n 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 ot o FEED € 1 £ € 0} Trews Jopuruey
. . . . . . . MITAINU SINPAYIS
€IS o1'8r$ 010$°0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 0100 SE80 9 1 9 9 01 jsonbay rewry
(Fo30211(]
dVNS 2118
AN 74 o1'8r$ 0T0S™0 0000°0 L9100 0 0 0 010$°0 [Se:01% 9 1 9 9 woxT) JJels 00|
pue 01B1g 404 |rewry
uoneorroN Apnig
MTAIIU]
9L'6% L3S ¥00T°0 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 0070 £330 9 1 9 9 pajepdwo) 1oy
Tretug no X -Yuey [, L1039)e)
J5eIS SWIPSAS huopuodsay|
£T61C8 L3S 000¢v 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 000¢Y €L0 9 1 9 9 11 [9AQT-21E18
1PIND MaTAIUI]
MOIAIDIU]
9L'6% L3S #0070 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 £007°0 4320 9 1 9 9 penpayog moqy
TR IOPUTISY
Jyeis
8bs | zeses | zooro | ooooo | soTo0 0 0 0 zore | reeo £ 1 £ S HMMMHM%M_MM swasks 11
. . . . . . . MOTAISIL [payds
+es TL'8V$ 0T0€°0 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 010¢°0 S€80 9 1 9 9 01 1senbay [rewrg
[ERIRENTq
dVNS d1e1g
I 74 L3S 0T0¢°0 0000°0 L9T10°0 0 0 0 010¢°0 €E80° 9 1 9 9 WoL) JFers [e00]
puw 8)r)g 10T [TRUIY
uonesyoN Apis
wopng (SInoH)
P Eiaiiitag
yuopuodsay| ey wopang (samoyy) suodsoy sasuodsay | asuodsayy spuspuodssuoy] (sanojy) suodsay sasuodsay | asuodsay] [syuspuodsayy] -
JO380) > e enuuy; WY | g SINOY [eauuy 3o Jo Joqumy wpLny g SANOF] [eauuy 30 30 Jpdureg spuapuodsay
pozienuuy| Apnoy 101 enuuy 01 |Souanbaiy enury 1210  |Souanboayy| Joquny SyusuImLsuy Joad&],
™oL puers
syudpuodsaaon spppuodsayy




46135

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

€9'TZS

J0 @8em AjInoy Uesw [3A3|-|RI0] 104 , JUBWIUIBAOS) |2207, Ad3sShpul sweiBold JUSWUIBA0D ‘s1amalalajul AY|IgIBIT, TOOF-E7# 3Pod ,suoiiednddQ Hoddng anijellsiuiLIpY pue 2210, AoSa3ed qor,
££°9%$ 40 28eMm AlINOY URSLU [3A3-|BI0] 0} , 1USWUIBA0Y |BD07,, AJiShpul  JaylQ ||V ‘sJ0jedisiulwpy uoneonps, 6€06-TT4# 9pood ,suojiednaog juswadeue|y, Alo3aied qor,

TTIES

10 a8em AlINOY uesW |8AS|-91RIS 10} , JUBWIUIBACD 8)e)S, AJSnpul ,JBY1Q ||V ‘SI93I0M Pa1e|3Y pUR SIS1IUBIDS [BI1D0S,, 660-6T# 9p0d ,suoliednad asuslas |e1oog pue ‘|eaisAyd ‘a4, AloSa1ed qory
£9°9€$ 4O 98em AlUnoy uesw |9A9|-33e1S 04  JUBWUISA0Y a3els, Allsnpul , siswweldold Ja3ndwo), TGZT-GT# 9poo suoiednad( [esijewsyiely pue Jaindwo), A1o8s1ed qor,

S8'0P$ J0 88em Alnoy ueaw |aAs|-a1e1S J0) | 1UBWUIBA0Y a]e)s, Alishpul, siaBeur|pl 8oIAISS AJlUunWWO) pue |e1nes, TST6-TT# 2pod  suoijednad juswaseue|n, Alods1ed qor,

£9'6£$ JO 95eM A|INOY UBSW [9AS|-9]R]S 10} , JUBWILISACD 31els, Allsnpul  Jojelis|ujwpy sseqeled,, ZrZT-ST# SPod ,suoj3edndd( [ediewsyielp pue Jaindwo), A1o3s3ed qor;

t2°9t$ JO 83em AlINOY UBBW [9A8]-21R1S J0) ,JUBWILIBAOS )RS, AlSnpul Jay1Q ||V ‘SI101eIISIUIWpPY Uoleanpl, 6£06-TTH 8p0d suonednoo Juawaseues, AloS8ajed gor,

TO'8¢S 40 98em AlInoyY UeSW ‘0000-004 POD ,su0i3ednddQ ||, A10821ed qor,

"1U32 2|0YM IxaU 8Y3 03 dn papuUNO 3Je S3150D),

‘papeo| A||n} aJe sajed 93em Anoy ||V,

*(s|ewoap 01 S3INUIW JO UOISISAUOD) S33NUJWI JO Jaquinu [e103 3y} Aq (£9T0°) 23nulw T 4o anjeA Jun [ewidap ay3 Suihjdiyinw Aq paie|nd|ed usaq aAeY san|eA [eWIda(,

Jaguinu 3joym 1xau syl 03 dn papunoJ sAeme sUe sIaquinp,

wieaSo.d soue)sissy UolIINN [e3uswa|ddng = d¥NS ‘92140 [BUOISSY = OY ‘JUSWISSISSE YSI = Y S2IAISS UOIJLIINN PUB pood = SN 910N

10°L+0°0$ 0L68°01T | 00000 - 0 - 0 0L68°01T | T6FL0 L L 001 001 TVIOL
L i . A ; i . . . [2101qNG JUSWILISAOLD)
LYLILCS 0T90°TOT | 0000°0 0 0 0790°TOT | To€l'o €EL L <6 <6 [PQUL/[RA0T/21IS
MOTATOIU]
88°C$ LL'8TY zZ00T°0 00000 L9100 0 0 0 70010 123300 € I € € paredwio) 103
[Felry] no A -juey ],
. . . . . . . JJeIS 991 [e00] JJels
0£988 | LL8T3 | oo0oe | 00000 | L9T0°0 0 0 0 0000 [ 00T € I € £ epimyy matassy AupqiSyR
. . . . . . . MIIAISU] S[NPAYOS|  I0LYO 8oV |
9608 | L8278 | ¥eeo'0 | ooooo | L9100 0 0 0 YEEO'0 | FEEO 1 I I T | o jrewsy sopuwsy
e N P . . . o . . . ATATOU] STUPIT DY
1228 | LL8Ty | S0STO | 00000 | L9100 0 0 0 SUSTO | SE80 € I £ € o sonboy [rews|
MOILAIIU]
£To% 0T°29% 20010 0000°0 LOTO0 0 0 0 <0010 Lo’ € I € € pajoduwo)) 1oy
[IPW no L -JUel],
. . OE . . . . . . . . FFe1s OO [e00]
19981 | 0z298 | ooooe | ouvooo | Lowoo 0 0 0 0000t | 001 ¢ 1 € ¢ apID MATAII
MITATD]
£T9% 0T'79% T00T°0 0000°0 L9T0°0 0 0 0 2001°0 eeo’ € I € € PRIpayes moqy
[retry ISpUTWe Y
. d osiazedns 30130
807$ | ozzos | rpeeoo | 00000 | o100 0 0 0 VEEO'D | bESO 1 i i [ | SSORAIPERS) oo ooT| avNs oo
0} [rewrs] Jopurtuay]
. . e . . . . MBIAIBI] SINPITOY
3CCIS 07°79% S0ST0 0000°0 L9T0°0 0 0 0 €0¢T0 €£80 £ I € £ 01 jsenbay] [rewe
(J010211(q
dVNS 21818
EISEY RN 07°79% SOSTO 0000°0 L910°0 0 0 0 SOST0 SERY £ L £ £ Wo4]) JJels [200 |
pue ajelg 10J [Teur]
uonesnoN Apms
SIno
puaping %«§~MM—
huopuodsay| ey wopang (SInoH) osuodsoy mom.-onmoﬁ asuodsoy syuopuodsoauoy] (SInof|) ssuodsoy sasuodsay| asuodsoy [spuapuodsay] o7
Joson asep wping |¢ [enuuy Jo wping (¢ enuuy Jo Jo d
Tenuuy Jad smoy . Jo Jqumy 1ad samoyg apdwreg
parmenuuy| Aoy £30, Tenuuy o],  |Lousnboag] Tenuuy 0] |fousmbarg| squmy
0L E:EMU syuapuodsay | A08aye)

syudpuodsa.ation] sjuapuodseyy S)UDUIILT) ST Joadiy puspuodsayy



46136

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 137/ Wednesday, July 19, 2023/ Notices

Tameka Owens,

Assistant Administrator, Food and Nutrition
Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-15209 Filed 7-18-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3410-30-C

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

[Docket No. NRCS-2023-0012]

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Joint System Canal Project,
Jackson County, OR

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS).

SUMMARY: The Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Oregon
State Office announces its intent to
prepare a Watershed Plan and EIS for
the Joint System Canal Project, located
approximately 4 miles east of Eagle
Point, in Jackson County, Oregon. The
proposed Watershed Plan will examine
alternatives through the EIS process for
modernizing the Joint System Canal to
improve agricultural water management.
Medford Irrigation District (MID) is the
sponsoring local organization for the
project and Rogue River Valley
Irrigation District (RRVID) is a partner
organization. NRCS is requesting
comments to identify significant issues,
potential alternatives, and analyses
relevant to the proposed action from all
interested individuals, Federal and State
agencies, and Tribes.

DATES: We will consider comments that
we receive by September 5, 2023.
Comments received after close of the
comment period will be considered to
the extent possible.

ADDRESSES: We invite you to submit
comments in response to this notice.
You may submit your comments
through one of the methods below:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and search
for docket ID NRCS-2023-0012. Follow
the online instructions for submitting
comments; or

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Jack Friend,
District Manager, Medford Irrigation
District, 5045 Jacksonville Hwy., Central
Point, OR 97502. For written comments,
specify the docket ID NRCS-2023-0012.

All comments received will be posted
without change and made publicly
available on www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gary
Diridoni, telephone: (503) 414—3092;

email: Gary.Diridoni@USDA.gov for
questions related to submitting
comments; or visit the project website
at: https://oregonwatershedplans.org/
medford-id. Individuals who require
alternative means for communication
should contact the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Target Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and text
telephone (TTY)) or dial 711 for
Telecommunications Relay service (both
voice and text telephone users can
initiate this call from any telephone).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose and Need

The primary purpose of the proposed
watershed project is to improve
agricultural water management by
modernizing the Joint System Canal in
Jackson County, Oregon. Watershed
planning is authorized under the
Watershed Protection and Flood
Prevention Act of 1954 (Pub. L. 83-566),
as amended, and the Flood Control Act
of 1944 (Pub. L. 78-534).

The proposed project is needed due to
existing system water losses, inefficient
water delivery, and the risk of
infrastructure failure. The Joint System
Canal’s age and deteriorating condition
have reduced the water delivery
reliability for agricultural, residential,
industrial, and recreational uses.
Catastrophic failure of the canal would
flood adjacent properties and require
water deliveries to be stopped while the
canal was fixed, which could have large
impacts to crops and users that rely on
that water.

MID and RRVID jointly own, operate,
and maintain the Joint System Canal.
The two irrigation districts collectively
divert water from North Fork Little
Butte Creek and South Fork Little Butte
Creek into the North Fork Canal and the
South Fork Canal, respectively. The
North Fork and South Fork canals merge
to form the 13-mile Joint System Canal,
which conveys water to the Bradshaw
Drop pipeline. At the Bradshaw Drop,
the canal splits into MID’s and RRVID’s
systems. Since the Joint System Canal is
at the head of MID’s and RRIVD’s
systems, the districts have identified
eliminating this failure risk as critical to
maintaining agricultural water supplies.

The proposed project would
modernize the Joint System Canal and
associated siphons from the junction of
the North Fork Canal and South Fork
Canal to the Bradshaw Drop. The aging,
earthen and concrete-lined canal loses
approximately 6.7 cubic feet per second
of water, or 4,850 acre-feet annually,
due to seepage and evaporation. These
water losses are equivalent to
approximately 13 percent of the water
conveyed annually and contribute to

water supply challenges for the districts
and local farms. Modernizing the canal
would significantly reduce water losses,
dramatically reduce the risk of failure,
and improve water delivery reliability.

MID and RRVID deliver water to
irrigate approximately 2,225 farms and
orchards on 21,758 irrigated acres in
Jackson County, Oregon. Agricultural
producers on these farms and orchards
grow high value pears, wine grapes, and
other fruit, as well as hay and other
crops. Agriculture is an essential part of
the Rogue Valley economy and
agricultural production depends on
reliable water deliveries from MID and
RRVID. The districts also deliver water
for outdoor residential use, industrial
users, golf courses and cemeteries.

Estimated federal funds required for
the construction of the proposed action
may exceed $25 million. The proposed
action will therefore require
congressional approval per the 2018
Agriculture Appropriations Act
amended funding threshold. In
accordance with 7 CFR 650.7(a)(2), an
EIS is required for projects requiring
congressional approval.

Preliminary Proposed Action and
Alternatives

The objective of the EIS is to
formulate and evaluate alternatives for
agricultural water management on the
Joint System Canal. The EIS is expected
to evaluate three alternatives: two action
alternatives and a no action alternative.
The alternatives that may be considered
for detailed analysis include:

—Alternative 1— No Action: Taking no
action would consist of activities
carried out if no Federal action or
funding were provided. No watershed
project would be implemented, and
the Joint System Canal and associated
infrastructure would not be
modernized.

—Alternative 2— Proposed Action: This
alternative would include the
following system improvement
measures including: piping the canal
in primarily the existing alignment,
with potentially small sections in new
alignments, siphon replacement,
access road improvements, and
upgraded turnouts. Options for each
measure would be evaluated.

—Alternative 3—This alternative would
include the following system
improvement measures including:
canal reshaping and lining in the
existing alignment, canal
stabilization, siphon replacement,
access road improvements, and
upgraded turnouts. Options for each
measure would be evaluated.
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