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3 The appendices referenced in this notice will 
not appear in the Federal Register. Copies of the 
appendices were sent to all those receiving this 
notice in the mail and are available at www.ferc.gov 
using the link called ‘‘eLibrary’’ or from the 
Commission’s Public Reference Room, 888 First 
Street NE, Washington, DC 20426, or call (202) 502– 
8371. 

comments in a convenient way during 
the timeframe allotted. 

The in-person comment sessions are 
scheduled as follows: 

Date and time Location 

Tuesday April 25, 
2023, 5:00 
p.m.—8:00 
p.m..

Appomattox Event Center, 
9 W Old St. #100, Pe-
tersburg, VA 23803, 
804–613–4512. 

Wednesday April 
26, 2023, 5:00 
p.m.–8:00 p.m..

Chesapeake Conference 
Center, 700 Conference 
Center Dr., Chesa-
peake, VA 23320, 757– 
382–2500. 

Thursday April 
27, 2023, 5:00 
p.m.—8:00 
p.m..

Golden Leaf Commons, 
1300 Greensville Coun-
ty, Cir B, Emporia, VA 
23847, 434–348–4125. 

Each in-person comment session is 
scheduled from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Eastern Daylight Time. You may arrive 
at any time after 5:00 p.m. There will 
not be a formal presentation by 
Commission staff when the session 
opens. If you wish to speak, the 
Commission staff will hand out 
numbers in the order of your arrival. 
Comments will be taken until 8:00 p.m. 
However, if no additional numbers have 
been handed out and all individuals 
who wish to provide comments have 
had an opportunity to do so, staff may 
conclude the session at 7:30 p.m. Please 
see appendix 1 for additional 
information on the session format and 
conduct.3 

Your oral comments will be recorded 
by the court reporter (with FERC staff or 
a representative present) and become 
part of the public record for this 
proceeding. If a significant number of 
people are interested in providing oral 
comments in the one-on-one settings, a 
time limit of 5 minutes may be 
implemented for each commentor. 
Although there will not be a formal 
presentation, Commission staff will be 
available throughout the comment 
session to answer your questions about 
the environmental review process. 

FERC staff will also conduct a virtual 
comment session by telephone, 
scheduled as follows: 

Date and time Call-in number 

Wednesday, May 3, 
2023, 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Eastern Day-
light Time.

800–857–4883, Par-
ticipant Passcode: 
6833301. 

Individual oral comments will be 
taken on a one-on-one basis with a court 
reporter present on the line. You may 
call at any time after 5:00 p.m., at which 
time you will be placed on mute and 
hold. Calls will be answered in the 
order they are received. Once your call 
is answered, you will have the 
opportunity to provide your comment 
directly to a court reporter with FERC 
staff or a representative present on the 
line. A time limit of 3 minutes will be 
implemented for each commentor. 

Transcripts of the virtual and in- 
person comment sessions will be 
publicly available on FERC’s eLibrary 
system (see page 3 for instructions on 
using eLibrary). 

It is important to note that the 
Commission provides equal 
consideration to all comments received, 
whether filed in written form or 
provided orally at a comment session. 

Any person seeking to become a party 
to the proceeding must file a motion to 
intervene pursuant to Rule 214 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedures (18 CFR part 385.214). 
Motions to intervene are more fully 
described at https://www.ferc.gov/how- 
intervene. Only intervenors have the 
right to seek rehearing or judicial review 
of the Commission’s decision. The 
Commission grants affected landowners 
and others with environmental concerns 
intervenor status upon showing good 
cause by stating that they have a clear 
and direct interest in this proceeding 
which no other party can adequately 
represent. Simply filing environmental 
comments will not give you intervenor 
status, but you do not need intervenor 
status to have your comments 
considered. 

Questions? 

Additional information about the 
Projects is available from the 
Commission’s Office of External Affairs, 
at (866) 208–FERC, or on the FERC 
website (www.ferc.gov) using the 
eLibrary link. The eLibrary link also 
provides access to the texts of all formal 
documents issued by the Commission, 
such as orders, notices, and 
rulemakings. 

In addition, the Commission offers a 
free service called eSubscription that 
allows you to keep track of all formal 
issuances and submittals in specific 
dockets. This can reduce the amount of 
time you spend researching proceedings 
by automatically providing you with 
notification of these filings, document 
summaries, and direct links to the 
documents. Go to https://www.ferc.gov/ 
ferc-online/overview to register for 
eSubscription. 

Dated: April 11, 2023. 
Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2023–08133 Filed 4–17–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Western Area Power Administration 

Boulder Canyon Project 

AGENCY: Western Area Power 
Administration, DOE. 
ACTION: Notice of proposed fiscal year 
2024 Boulder Canyon Project base 
charge and rates for electric service. 

SUMMARY: The Desert Southwest Region 
(DSW) of the Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA) proposes an 
adjustment to the base charge and rates 
for fiscal year (FY) 2024 Boulder 
Canyon Project (BCP) electric service 
under Rate Schedule BCP–F11. The 
proposal would increase the base charge 
3.5 percent from $66.8 million in FY 
2023 to $69.1 million in FY 2024. The 
change is primarily the result of a 
decrease in prior year carryover funds 
from FY 2023. The proposed base 
charge and rates would go into effect on 
October 1, 2023, and remain in effect 
through September 30, 2024. 
Publication of this Federal Register 
notice will initiate the public process. 
DATES: A consultation and comment 
period begins today and will end July 
17, 2023. DSW will present a detailed 
explanation of the proposed FY 2024 
base charge and rates at a public 
information forum that will be held on 
May 18, 2023, from 10 a.m. Mountain 
Standard Time to no later than 12 p.m. 
Mountain Standard Time, or until the 
last comment is received. DSW will also 
host a public comment forum that will 
be held on June 20, 2023, from 10 a.m. 
Mountain Standard Time to no later 
than 12 p.m. Mountain Standard Time, 
or until the last comment is received. 
DSW will conduct both the public 
information forum and the public 
comment forum via Webex. Instructions 
for participating in the forums will be 
posted on DSW’s website at least 14 
days prior to the public information and 
comment forums at: www.wapa.gov/ 
regions/DSW/Rates/Pages/boulder- 
canyon-rates.aspx. DSW will accept 
written comments any time during the 
consultation and comment period. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
requests to be informed of Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
actions concerning the proposed base 
charge and rates should be sent to: Jack 
D. Murray, Regional Manager, Desert 
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1 Hoover Dam was known as Boulder Dam from 
1933 to 1947, but was renamed Hoover Dam by an 
April 30, 1947, joint resolution of Congress. See Act 

of April 30, 1947, H.J. Res. 140, ch. 46, 61 Stat. 56– 
57. 

2 See FERC Docket No. EF22–4–000. 

Southwest Region, Western Area Power 
Administration, P.O. Box 6457, 
Phoenix, AZ 85005–6457, or 
dswpwrmrk@wapa.gov. DSW will post 
information concerning the rate process 
and written comments received to its 
website at: www.wapa.gov/regions/ 
DSW/Rates/Pages/boulder-canyon- 
rates.aspx. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tina 
Ramsey, Rates Manager, Desert 
Southwest Region, Western Area Power 
Administration, (602) 605–2565, or 
dswpwrmrk@wapa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Hoover 
Dam,1 authorized by the Boulder 
Canyon Project Act of 1928, as amended 
(43 U.S.C. 617, et seq.), sits on the 
Colorado River along the Arizona- 
Nevada border. The Hoover Dam power 
plant has 19 generating units (two for 
plant use) and an installed capacity of 
2,078.8 megawatts (4,800 kilowatts for 

plant use). In collaboration with the 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), 
WAPA markets and delivers 
hydropower from the Hoover Dam 
power plant through high-voltage 
transmission lines and substations to 
customers in Arizona, Southern 
California, and Southern Nevada. 

The rate-setting methodology for BCP 
calculates an annual base charge rather 
than a unit rate for Hoover Dam 
hydropower. The base charge recovers 
an annual revenue requirement that 
includes projected costs of investment 
repayment, interest, operations, 
maintenance, replacements, payments 
to states, and Hoover Dam visitor 
services. Non-power revenue 
projections such as water sales, Hoover 
Dam visitor revenue, ancillary services, 
and late fees help offset these projected 
costs. Hoover power customers are 
billed a percentage of the base charge in 
proportion to their power allocation. 

Unit rates are calculated for comparative 
purposes but are not used to determine 
the charges for service. 

On September 12, 2022, the Deputy 
Secretary of Energy confirmed, 
approved, and placed Rate Schedule 
BCP–F11 into effect on an interim basis 
(87 FR 57189). The rates remain in effect 
until: (1) FERC confirms and approves 
them on a final basis; (2) subsequent 
rates are confirmed and approved; or (3) 
such rates are superseded. On 
September 13, 2022, WAPA submitted 
Rate Schedule BCP–F11 to FERC, 
which, pending final confirmation and 
approval by FERC, will be in effect for 
a five-year period ending September 30, 
2027.2 Rate Schedule BCP–F11 and the 
BCP Electric Service Contracts require 
WAPA to determine the annual base 
charge and rates for the next fiscal year 
before October 1 of each year. The FY 
2023 BCP base charge and rates expire 
on September 30, 2023. 

COMPARISON OF BASE CHARGE AND RATES 

FY 2023 FY 2024 Amount 
change 

Percent 
change 

Base Charge ($) .............................................................................................. $66,798,560 $69,134,285 $2,335,725 3.5 
Composite Rate (mills/kWh) ............................................................................ 22.43 23.94 1.51 6.7 
Energy Rate (mills/kWh) .................................................................................. 11.22 11.98 0.76 6.7 
Capacity Rate ($/kW-Mo) ................................................................................ $2.17 $2.42 $0.25 11.5 

The preliminary calculation of the FY 
2024 base charge resulted in an 11 
percent increase compared to FY 2023. 
In response to devolving hydrology and 
to mitigate this increase, Reclamation 
and WAPA coordinated to make budget 
reductions for both FY 2023 and FY 
2024. This effort led to Reclamation 
reducing its FY 2022 carryover request 
in FY 2023 and both WAPA and 
Reclamation reducing their FY 2024 
budgets. As a result, the proposed FY 
2024 base charge for BCP electric 
service is projected to increase from 
$66.8 million in FY 2023 to $69.1 
million in FY 2024, a 3.5 percent 
increase. 

Reclamation’s FY 2024 budget is 
decreasing $962,000 from $84.7 million 
to $83.7 million, a 1.1 percent decrease 
from FY 2023. Reflected in this budget, 
operations and maintenance (O&M) 
costs are decreasing $511,000 primarily 
due to the elimination of three positions 
and the associated travel and training 
costs. Several large projects are being 
delayed, decreasing replacements costs 
by $1.3 million. Post-retirement benefits 
costs are increasing $104,000 based on 

a higher 5-year average of recent actual 
expenses. Visitor services costs are 
increasing by $728,000 primarily due to 
costs for the National Park Services 
security agreement being realigned from 
security forces in O&M to visitor 
services. 

WAPA’s FY 2024 budget is decreasing 
$100,000 to $8.6 million, a 1.1 percent 
decrease from FY 2023. WAPA’s O&M 
costs are increasing $680,000 from FY 
2023 due to higher labor projections for 
salaries, overtime, overhead, and 
benefits and an updated charging 
methodology from overhead to direct 
charging for power billing. WAPA’s 
replacement costs are decreasing 
$820,000 from FY 2023 due to delaying 
previously planned circuit breaker and 
relay replacements until at least FY 
2026. WAPA’s post-retirement benefit 
costs are increasing $39,000 from FY 
2023 due to a higher 5-year average of 
recent actual expenses. 

Costs for Reclamation and WAPA are 
offset by a slight increase of $18,000 in 
non-power revenue projections, due to a 
higher estimate for ancillary services 
revenues. Prior year carryover is 

projected to be $2.2 million, a $3.4 
million decrease from FY 2023. 

The composite and energy rates are 
both increasing 6.7 percent from FY 
2023, and the capacity rate is increasing 
11.5 percent from FY 2023. These unit 
rate calculations use forecasted energy 
and capacity values, which have been 
decreasing due to the ongoing drought 
in the Lower Colorado River Basin. 
Forecasted energy and capacity values 
may be updated when determining the 
final base charge and rates if 
hydrological conditions change. With 
the uncertainty of hydrological 
conditions, Reclamation and WAPA 
will continue to work collaboratively to 
lessen the impact of the drought in 
future years. 

WAPA’s proposed base charge and 
rates for FY 2024, which would be 
effective October 1, 2023, are 
preliminary and subject to change based 
on modifications to forecasts before 
publication of the final base charge and 
rates. 

Legal Authority 
WAPA’s proposal to calculate the 

base charge and rates for FY 2024 
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3 50 FR 37835 (Sept. 18, 1985) and 84 FR 5347 
(Feb. 21, 2019). 

4 In compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., 
the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations 
for implementing NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500–1508), 
and DOE NEPA Implementing Procedures and 
Guidelines (10 CFR part 1021). 

constitutes a major rate adjustment, as 
defined by 10 CFR 903.2(d). In 
accordance with 10 CFR 903.15, 10 CFR 
903.16, and 10 CFR 904.7(e), DSW will 
hold public information and public 
comment forums for this rate 
adjustment. DSW will review and 
consider all timely public comments at 
the conclusion of the consultation and 
comment period and adjust the proposal 
as appropriate. The FY 2024 base charge 
and rates will then be approved on a 
provisional basis. 

WAPA is establishing rates for BCP 
electric service in accordance with 
section 302 of the DOE Organization Act 
(42 U.S.C. 7152). This provision 
transferred to, and vested in, the 
Secretary of Energy certain functions of 
the Secretary of the Interior, along with 
the power marketing functions of 
Reclamation. Those functions include 
actions that specifically apply to the 
BCP. 

Pursuant to the BCP Electric Service 
Contracts, the calculated base charge 
and rates for FY 2024 shall become 
effective, provisionally, upon approval 
by the Deputy Secretary of Energy 
subject to final approval by FERC. 
Under the DOE Organization Act, the 
Secretary of Energy holds plenary 
authority over DOE affairs with respect 
to the Power Marketing 
Administrations, and the Secretary of 
Energy may therefore exercise the 
Deputy Secretary’s contractual authority 
in this context. By Delegation Order No. 
S1–DEL–RATES–2016, effective 
November 19, 2016, the Secretary of 
Energy delegated: (1) the authority to 
develop power and transmission rates to 
the WAPA Administrator; (2) the 
authority to confirm, approve, and place 
such rates into effect on an interim basis 
to the Deputy Secretary of Energy; and 
(3) the authority to confirm, approve, 
and place into effect on a final basis, or 
to remand or disapprove such rates, to 
FERC. Based upon the governing terms 
of the BCP Electric Service Contracts 
and Delegation Order No. S1–DEL– 
RATES–2016, the Deputy Secretary will 
provisionally approve the FY 2024 base 
charge and rates for BCP electric service, 
subject to final approval by FERC. This 
rate action is issued under the 
Delegation Order and DOE’s procedures 
for public participation in rate 
adjustments set forth at 10 CFR parts 
903 and 904.3 

Availability of Information 
All brochures, studies, comments, 

letters, memorandums, or other 
documents that DSW initiates or uses to 

develop the proposed formula rates for 
electric service and the base charge and 
rates are available for inspection and 
copying at the Desert Southwest 
Customer Service Regional Office, 
located at 615 South 43rd Avenue, 
Phoenix, Arizona. Many of these 
documents and supporting information 
are also available on WAPA’s website at: 
www.wapa.gov/regions/DSW/Rates/ 
Pages/boulder-canyon-rates.aspx. 

Ratemaking Procedure Requirements 

Environmental Compliance 

WAPA is in the process of 
determining whether an environmental 
assessment or an environmental impact 
statement should be prepared or if this 
action can be categorically excluded 
from those requirements.4 

Determination Under Executive Order 
12866 

WAPA has an exemption from 
centralized regulatory review under 
Executive Order 12866; accordingly, no 
clearance of this notice by the Office of 
Management and Budget is required. 

Signing Authority 

This document of the Department of 
Energy was signed on March 31, 2023, 
by Tracey A. LeBeau, Administrator, 
Western Area Power Administration, 
pursuant to delegated authority from the 
Secretary of Energy. That document 
with the original signature and date is 
maintained by DOE. For administrative 
purposes only, and in compliance with 
requirements of the Office of the Federal 
Register, the undersigned DOE Federal 
Register Liaison Officer has been 
authorized to sign and submit the 
document in electronic format for 
publication, as an official document of 
the Department of Energy. This 
administrative process in no way alters 
the legal effect of this document upon 
publication in the Federal Register. 

Signed in Washington, DC, on April 12, 
2023. 

Treena V. Garrett, 
Federal Register Liaison Officer, U.S. 
Department of Energy. 
[FR Doc. 2023–08127 Filed 4–17–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[EPA–HQ–OAR–2004–0500; FRL–10882–01– 
OAR; EPA ICR No. 2193.05] 

Proposed Information Collection 
Request; Comment Request; 
Information Collection Activities 
Associated With EPA’s ENERGY STAR 
Program in the Residential Sector 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is planning to submit an 
information collection request (ICR), 
‘‘EPA’s ENERGY STAR Program in the 
Residential Sector’’ (EPA ICR No. 
2193.05, OMB Control No. 2060–0586) 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and approval in 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 
Before doing so, EPA is soliciting public 
comments on specific aspects of the 
proposed information collection as 
described below. This is a proposed 
extension of the ICR, which was 
approved through January 30, 2024. An 
Agency may not conduct or sponsor and 
a person is not required to respond to 
a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before June 20, 2023. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
referencing Docket ID No. EPA–HQ– 
OAR–2004–0500, online using 
www.regulations.gov (our preferred 
method), by email to a-and-r-Docket@
epa.gov, or by mail to: EPA Docket 
Center, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Mail Code 28221T, 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 
20460. 

EPA’s policy is that all comments 
received will be included in the public 
docket without change including any 
personal information provided, unless 
the comment includes profanity, threats, 
information claimed to be Confidential 
Business Information (CBI) or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Zachary Shadid, Energy Star Residential 
Branch, Mail code 6202A, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 
20460; telephone number: (202) 343– 
9058; fax number: (202) 343–2204; 
email address: shadid.zachary@epa.gov 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Supporting documents which explain in 
detail the information that the EPA will 
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