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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. AMS-FGIS—-22-0095]

RIN 0581-AD94

2023 Rates for Grain Inspection

Services Under the United States Grain
Standards Act

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
Department of Agriculture (USDA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS) is announcing the 2023
rates it will charge for official inspection
and weighing services, supervision of
official inspection and weighing
services, and miscellaneous fees for
other services performed under the
United States Grain Standards Act, as
amended. This action publishes the
annual review of fees and the resulting
fees.

DATES: Applicable April 1, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Prospective customers can
find the fee scheduled posted on the
Agency’s public website: https://
www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/fgis-
program-directives.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Denise Ruggles, FGIS Executive Program
Analyst, USDA AMS; Telephone: 816—
702-3897; Email: Denise.M.Ruggles@
usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
United States Grain Standards Act

(USGSA) provides the Secretary of
Agriculture with the authority to charge
and collect reasonable fees to cover the
costs of performing official services and
costs associated with managing the
program. The regulations require that
Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS)
annually review the national and local
tonnage fees, supervision fee, and fees
for service (7 CFR 800.71).

Overview of Schedule A (Official
Inspection and Weighing Services) Fee
Calculations

The USGSA and its implementing
regulations (7 CFR 800.71(a)(1)) require
FGIS to maintain and operating reserve
not less than 3 and not more than 6
months. To comply with this
requirement, FGIS conducts an annual
review of its tonnage fees and operating
reserves. Tonnage fees are calculated
according to 7 CFR 800.71(b)(1). After
calculating the tonnage fees, FGIS
reviews the amount of funds in the
operating reserve at the end of the fiscal
year (FY2022 in this case) to ensure that
it has 472 months of operating expenses.
FGIS uses 4.5 months of expenses as its
target amount because section
800.71(b)(3) of the regulations identifies
4.5 months as the trigger for whether
FGIS should make adjustments to its
fees. If the operating reserve has more,
or less than 47~ months of operating
expenses, then FGIS must adjust all
Schedule A fees. For each $1,000,000,
rounded down, that the operating
reserve varies from the target of 42
months, FGIS will adjust all Schedule A
fees by 2 percent. If the operating
reserve exceeds the target, all Schedule
A fees will be reduced. If the operating
reserve does not meet the target, all
Schedule A fees will be increased. The
maximum annual increase or decrease
in fees is 5 percent (7 CFR
800.71(b)(3)(i)-(ii)).

Tonnage fees for the 5-year rolling
average tonnage were calculated on the
previous 5 fiscal years (2018, 2019,
2020, 2021, and 2022). Tonnage fees
consist of the national tonnage fee and
local tonnage fee and are calculated and
rounded to the nearest $0.001 per metric
ton.

Calculation of national tonnage fee.
The national tonnage fee is the national
program administrative costs for the
previous fiscal year divided by the
average yearly tons of export grain
officially inspected and/or weighed by
delegated States and designated
agencies, excluding land carrier
shipments to Canada and Mexico, and
outbound grain officially inspected and/
or weighed by FGIS during the previous
5 fiscal years.

The fiscal year 2023 national tonnage
fee, prior to the operating reserve
review, is $0.031 per metric ton. The
calculation of this fee is based on
FY2022 national administrative costs of
$3,793,021, divided by 5-year rolling
tonnage average of 121,598,996.

TABLE 1—NATIONAL TONNAGE
INSPECTED

Fiscal year Metric tons

129,687,652
107,896,235
110,090,771
136,574,792
123,745,530
121,598,996

2022 ...

Calculation of local tonnage fee. The
local tonnage fee is the field office
administrative costs for the previous
fiscal year divided by the average yearly
tons of outbound grain officially
inspected and/or weighed by FGIS field
offices during the previous 5 fiscal
years.

TABLE 2—LOCAL TONNAGE INSPECTED BY FIELD OFFICE

: . 5-year rolling
Field office FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 average
New Orleans .......ccccociviiiiiiiiiiecccee 66,996,126 57,807,378 | 59,768,303 | 72,482,289 | 68,880,711 65,186,961
League City ......cocevviiiiiiiiiiccccc e 8,424,216 7,939,994 9,318,595 | 12,877,525 8,335,121 9,379,090
Pacific Northwest ... 4,643,241 2,530,648 3,331,672 4,136,482 2,720,001 3,472,409
Toledo ..o 1,802,762 1,597,584 948,840 1,154,856 1,191,938 1,339,196
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The local field office administrative tonnage fee, prior to the operating
costs for fiscal year 2022 and the fiscal ~ reserve review, are as follows:
year 2023 calculated local field office
TABLE 3—LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AND CALCULATED LOCAL TONNAGE FEE BY FIELD OFFICE
FY 2022 local Calculated
Field office administrative FY 2023 local
costs tonnage fee
NEW OFIBANS ...t ettt e ettt e et e e e e be e e e eabeeeeaateeeesseeeaasaeeaasseeeaasseaeeasseeeasseeeanssseeansesesanseseasreeann $1,372,632 $0.021
League City ............. 665,113 0.071
Pacific Northwest .... 414,143 0.119
Lo ] =Y [ TP 354,073 0.264

Operating reserve. In order to
maintain an operating reserve that is not
less than 3 and not more than 6 months
of operating expenses, FGIS reviewed
the value of the operating reserve at the
end of FY 2022 to ensure that an
operating reserve equivalent to 4>
months of operating expenses is
maintained.

The program operating reserve at the
end of fiscal year 2022 was $3,036,951,
with a monthly operating expense of
$2,983,587. The target of 4.5 months of
operating reserve is $13,426,143.
Therefore, the operating reserve is less
than 4.5 times the monthly operating

expenses by $10,389,192. For each
$1,000,000, rounded down, above the
target level, all Schedule A fees must be
increased by 2 percent. The operating
reserve is $10.4 million below the target
level, implying a 20 percent increase in
fees is required. However, section
800.71(b)(3)(i) limits annual fee changes
to 5 percent, which will not increase the
operating reserve to the minimum
statutory amount of 3 times the monthly
operating expenses. In addition to this
fee adjustment, and pursuant to section
800.71(c) of the regulations and § 7(j)(4)
of the USGSA, FGIS is reviewing all fees
to ensure they reflect the true costs of

providing and supervising official
service.

In this notice for 2023, FGIS is
increasing all the 2022 Schedule A fees
for service in Schedule A in paragraph
(a)(1) by 5 percent, including calculated
fiscal year 2023 national and local
tonnage fees. All Schedule A fees for
service are rounded to the nearest $0.10,
except for fees based on tonnage or
hundredweight. Schedule A fees will be
outlined in FGIS Directive 9180.74 and
published on the agency’s public
website. For example, national and local
tonnage fees are adjusted as follows:

TABLE 4—NATIONAL TONNAGE FEE WITH OPERATING RESERVE ADJUSTMENT AND FY 2022 FEE

. . ) Calculated
- Calculation with operating reserve FY 2022
Fee description : FY 2023
adjustment tonnage fee tonnage fee
National (Delegated States/Des- $0.031 plus 5% increase ($0.002) equals $0.033 .......cccccervvervrvenrreenenns $0.033 $0.057
ignated Agencies).
TABLE 5—FIELD OFFICE TONNAGE FEE WITH OPERATING RESERVE ADJUSTMENT AND FY 2022 FEE
Calculated
. . . FY 2023
- Calculation with operating reserve FY 2022
Fee dascription adjustment t?:aﬂ?fneahe tonnage fee
local)
New Orleans ........ccceeeverivenenieenenns local fee $0.021 plus 5% increase ($0.001) equals $0.022 ..................... $0.055 $0.077
League City .....ccooveeveeeiieeriiiieeiiee local fee 0.071 plus 5% increase (0.004) equals 0.075 ........cccccevvevrveeennns 0.108 0.102
Pacific Northwest ...........cccoceeinn local fee 0.119 plus 5% increase (0.006) equals 0.125 .........c.ccccevernenns 0.158 0.198
TOledO ..o local fee 0.264 plus 5% increase (0.013) equals 0.277 .......ccccccevvevrceenns 0.310 0.181

7 CFR 800.71(a)(2) Schedule B
Calculations

FGIS calculates the supervision
tonnage fee using the prior year’s actual
costs and the 5-year average tonnage of
domestic U.S. grain shipments
inspected, weighed, or both, including
land carrier shipments to Canada and
Mexico.

Operating reserve adjustment. In
order to maintain an operating reserve
not less than 3 and not more than 6
months, FGIS reviewed the value of the
operating reserve at the end of FY 2022

to ensure that an operating reserve of 6
months is maintained.

The operating reserve adjustment is
the difference between FY 2022 ending
reserves and the operating reserve
threshold, which is equivalent to 6
months of supervisory costs. FY 2022
supervision costs were $1,227,210. The
operating reserve threshold for FY 2023
is calculated by dividing FY 2022
supervision costs by 2 ($1,227,210/2 =
$613,605). FY 2022 operating reserve
ending balance ($1,201,070) exceeds the
operating reserve threshold ($613,605)
by $587,465. Therefore, the operating

reserve adjustment for calendar year
2023 is —$587,465.

Supervision tonnage fee. FGIS adds
the total prior year supervision costs
and the operating reserve adjustment,
then divide the result by the previous 5-
year average tonnage. If the calculated
fee is zero or a negative value, FGIS will
suspend collection of supervision
tonnage fees for the next calendar year.

The supervision tonnage fee for
calendar year 2023 is $0.003 per ton.
The calculation, based on FY 2022
supervision costs of $1,227,210, is
$1,227,210 plus the operating reserve
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adjustment of —$587,465, which equals
$639,745, divided by 5-year average
tonnage of 227,390,200, which equals
$0.003 per ton.

TABLE 6—TONNAGE SUPERVISED

Fiscal year Metric tons
2018 234,298,085
2019 206,693,881
2020 237,649,430
2021 232,738,700
2022 225,570,903
5-year Rolling Average ... 227,390,200

Therefore, for 2023, FGIS will assess
supervision tonnage fee of $0.003 per
ton on domestic shipments officially
inspected and/or weighed, including
land carrier shipments to Canada and
Mexico, performed by delegated States
and/or designated agencies on or after
April 1, 2023. The Schedule B fee will
be published in FGIS Directive 9180.74
and on the agency’s public website.

7 CFR 800.71(d) Miscellaneous Fees
for Other Services Calculations

Registration certificates and renewals.
FGIS calculates the application fee by
multiply the Schedule A non-contract
hourly rate (Table 1 in § 800.71(a)) by a
quantity of five. The resulting fee is
expected to cover FGIS personnel costs
to review applications, fee publication
expenses, and administrative expenses.
The Schedule A non-contract hourly
rate is $69.50. Thus, the application fee
for 2023 will be $69.50 times 5, or
$347.50. The fee will be published on
the agency’s public website after
Federal Register publication.

Designation amendments. FGIS
calculates the rate using the Federal
Register publication rate for three
columns, plus one hour of noncontract
hourly rate from § 800.71(a) Table 1 of
Schedule A. The fee covers FGIS
personnel costs, administrative
expenses, and Federal Register
publication costs. The Federal Register
publication rate $151 per column and
the Schedule A non-contract hourly rate
is $69.50. FGIS calculates the fee will be
$522.50 for calendar year 2023. The fee
will be published on the agency’s public
website after Federal Register
publication.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 71-87k.

Melissa Bailey,

Associate Administrator, Agricultural
Marketing Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-06466 Filed 3—28-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by April 28, 2023
will be considered. Written comments
and recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting “Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Rural Housing Service

Title: 7 CFR 3550—Direct Single
Family Housing Loan and Grant
Program, HB-1-3550, HB—2-3550.

OMB Control Number: 0575-0172.

Summary of Collection: USDA Rural
Development (RD) is committed to
helping improve the economy and
quality of life in rural America. RD’s
Rural Housing Service (RHS or Agency)
offers a variety of programs to build or
improve housing and essential
community facilities in rural areas.

The Housing Act of 1949 provides the
authority for the RHS’s direct single

family housing loan and grant programs.
The programs provide eligible
applicants with financial assistance to
own adequate but modest homes in
rural areas. 7 CFR part 3550 sets forth
the programs’ policies and the
programs’ procedures can be found in
its accompanying handbooks
(Handbook-1-3550 and Handbook-2—
3550). To originate and service direct
loans and grants that comply with the
programs’ statute, policies, and
procedures, RHS must collect
information from low- and very low-
income applicants, third parties
associated with or working on behalf of
the applicants, borrowers, and third
parties associated with or working on
behalf of the borrowers.

Need and Use of the Information:
Information needed for origination
purposes is largely collected by RD field
staff from applicants and third parties
associated with or working on behalf of
the applicants. Information needed for
servicing purposes is largely collected
by the Servicing and Asset Management
Office (Servicing Center) from borrowers
and third parties associated with or
working on behalf of the borrowers. The
party collecting the information
provides the respondent with the
needed form(s) and/or non-form(s) along
with submission instructions. While
submission instructions may vary, the
Agency utilizes secure electronic means
of submission when possible (e.g.,
eForms and password protected emails).

Description of Respondents:
Individuals or households; Business or
other for-profit; Not-for-profit
institutions.

Number of Respondents: 248,919.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
On occasion; Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 310,496.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023-06454 Filed 3—28-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-XV-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2023-0008]

Notice of Request for Extension of
Approval of an Information Collection;
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, All
Subtypes, and Newcastle Disease;
Additional Restrictions (Pet,
Performing, and Research Birds; Bird
Carcasses)

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.


http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain

		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-29T02:20:31-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




