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NMFS compares the number of
individuals taken to the most
appropriate estimation of abundance of
the relevant species or stock in our
determination of whether an
authorization is limited to small
numbers of marine mammals. When the
predicted number of individuals to be
taken is fewer than one-third of the
species or stock abundance, the take is
considered to be of small numbers.
Additionally, other qualitative factors
may be considered in the analysis, such
as the temporal or spatial scale of the
activities.

For all species and stocks other than
killer whales from the West Coast
Transient stock, the authorized take is
below one-third of the stock abundance.
The authorized take of transient killer
whales, as a proportion of the stock
abundance is 34.4 percent, if all takes
are assumed to occur for unique
individuals. In reality, it is unlikely that
all takes would occur to different
individuals. The project area represents
a small portion of the stock’s overall
range (from Alaska to California (Muto
et al., 2019)) and based on sightings
reports from the Orca Network, it is
reasonable to expect that the same
individual transient killer whales would
be present within the project area on
multiple days during the proposed
activities. Therefore, it is more likely
that there will be multiple takes of a
smaller number of individuals within
the project area, such that the number
of individuals taken would be less than
one-third of the population.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of the proposed activity
(including the proposed mitigation and
monitoring measures) and the
anticipated take of marine mammals,
NMEFS finds that small numbers of
marine mammals would be taken
relative to the population size of the
affected species or stocks.

Unmitigable Adverse Impact Analysis
and Determination

There are no relevant subsistence uses
of the affected marine mammal stocks or
species implicated by this action.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
the total taking of affected species or
stocks would not have an unmitigable
adverse impact on the availability of
such species or stocks for taking for
subsistence purposes.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued

existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
IHAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is authorized or expected to
result from this activity. Therefore,
NMFS has determined that formal
consultation under section 7 of the ESA
is not required for this action.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216—6A, NMFS must review our action
(i.e., the issuance of an IHA) with
respect to potential impacts on the
human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no
anticipated serious injury or mortality)
of the Companion Manual for NOAA
Administrative Order 216—6A, which do
not individually or cumulatively have
the potential for significant impacts on
the quality of the human environment
and for which we have not identified
any extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude this categorical
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS has
determined that the issuance of the IHA
qualifies to be categorically excluded
from further NEPA review.

Authorization

As a result of these determinations,
NMFS has issued an IHA to WSDOT for
the potential harassment of small
numbers of 12 marine mammal species
incidental to the Bainbridge Island Ferry
Terminal Overhead Loading
Replacement Project and Eagle Harbor
Maintenance Facility Slip F
Improvement Project in Bainbridge
Island, Washington, that includes the
previously explained mitigation,
monitoring, and reporting requirements.

Dated: September 20, 2022.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 74 Post-Data
Workshop Discard Mortality Webinar II
for Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 74 assessment of
Gulf of Mexico red snapper will consist
of a Data workshop, a series of
assessment webinars, and a Review
workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 74 Post-Data
Workshop Discard Mortality Webinar II
will be held Friday, October 14, 2022,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p-m., Eastern.
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held via webinar. The webinar is open
to members of the public. Those
interested in participating should
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to
request an invitation providing webinar
access information. Please request
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in
advance of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmec.net.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi-
step process including: (1) Data
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review
Workshop. The product of the Data
Workshop is a data report that compiles
and evaluates potential datasets and
recommends which datasets are
appropriate for assessment analyses.
The product of the Assessment Process
is a stock assessment report that
describes the fisheries, evaluates the
status of the stock, estimates biological
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benchmarks, projects future population
conditions, and recommends research
and monitoring needs. The assessment
is independently peer reviewed at the
Review Workshop. The product of the
Review Workshop is a Summary
documenting panel opinions regarding
the strengths and weaknesses of the
stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
HMS Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and
NGO'’s; International experts; and staff
of Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the Post-
Data Workshop Discard Mortality
Webinar II are as follows:

Participants will review discard
mortality information for use in the
assessment of Gulf of Mexico red
snapper.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) at least 3
business days prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence
specified in this agenda are subject to
change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 21, 2022.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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State Digital Equity Planning Grant
Program

The Department of Commerce will
submit the following information
collection request to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and clearance in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, on or after the date of publication
of this notice. We invite the general
public and other Federal agencies to
comment on proposed, and continuing
information collections, which helps us
assess the impact of our information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. Public
comments were previously requested
via the Federal Register on July 22,
2022 during a 60-day comment period.
This notice allows for an additional 30
days for public comments.

Agency: National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), Commerce.

Title: State Digital Equity Planning
Grant Program.

OMB Control Number: TBD.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: New information
collection.

Number of Respondents: 606.

Average Hours per Response: 33.22.

Burden Hours: 60,393.96.

Needs and Uses: With this
information collection, NTIA will
monitor grant recipients’ spending and
activities to ensure compliance with
SDEPG requirements and program
priorities. In the absence of collecting
this information, NTIA would fail to
evaluate effectively the award
recipients’ progress toward completing
project activities and achieving core
purposes of the SDEPG. Moreover,
without these reports, NTIA would lack
the ability to monitor effectively the
award recipients’ expenditure of funds
to deter waste, fraud, and abuse of
SDEPG funds. Therefore, it is necessary
for NTIA to collect information using
Semi-Annual Performance Reports and
an Annual Report.

Affected Public: Grant award
recipients consisting of States,
territories or possessions of the United
States, Indian Tribes, Alaska Native
entities, and Native Hawaiian
organizations.

Frequency: Semi-annually and
Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Section 60304(c) of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act of 2021, Public Law 117-58, 135
Stat. 429 (November 15, 2021).

This information collection request
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov.
Follow the instructions to view the
Department of Commerce collections
currently under review by OMB.
Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function and
entering the title of the collection.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Chief Information Officer, Department of
Commerce.

[FR Doc. 2022—-20804 Filed 9-23-22; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-60-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No.: PTO-P-2022-0023]

Extension of the Period for Comments
on Director Review, Precedential
Opinion Panel Review, and Internal
Circulation and Review of Patent Trial
and Appeal Board Decisions

AGENCY: United States Patent and

Trademark Office, Department of

Commerce.

ACTION: Extension of the comment
period.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) published a
request for comments in the Federal
Register on July 20, 2022, seeking
public comment on the processes for
Director review, Precedential Opinion
Panel review, and internal circulation
and review of Patent Trial and Appeal
Board (PTAB) decisions. The USPTO is
extending the period for public
comment until October 19, 2022.
DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before October 19, 2022,
to ensure consideration.

ADDRESSES: For reasons of Government
efficiency, comments must be submitted
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal
at www.regulations.gov. To submit
comments via the portal, enter docket
number PTO-P-2022-0023 on the
homepage and click “Search.” The site
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