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35 For purposes only of waiving the 30-day 
operative delay, the Commission also has 
considered the proposed rule’s impact on 
efficiency, competition, and capital formation. See 
15 U.S.C. 78c(f). 36 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12). 

1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
2 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 
3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 92017 

(May 25, 2021), 86 FR 29634 (‘‘Notice’’). Comments 
on the proposed rule change can be found at: 
https://www.sec.gov/comments/sr-box-2021-06/ 
srbox202106.htm. 

4 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2). 
5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 92387, 

86 FR 38140 (July 19, 2021). The Commission 
designated August 31, 2021 as the date by which 
the Commission shall approve or disapprove, or 
institute proceedings to determine whether to 
approve or disapprove, the proposed rule change. 

6 Amendment No. 1 is available on the 
Commission’s website at: https://www.sec.gov/ 
comments/sr-box-2021-06/srbox202106-9159349- 
247726.pdf. 

7 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 92796, 
86 FR 49416 (September 2, 2021). 

8 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2). 
9 See Notice, supra note 3. 

filing. The Exchange states that waiver 
of the operative delay would be 
consistent with the protection of 
investors and the public interest 
because it will ensure fair competition 
among the exchanges by allowing the 
Exchange to immediately increase the 
position limits for the products subject 
to this proposal, which the Exchange 
believes will provide consistency for 
ISE Members that are also members at 
Cboe where these increased position 
limits are currently in place. For this 
reason, the Commission believes that 
waiver of the 30-day operative delay is 
consistent with the protection of 
investors and the public interest. 
Therefore, the Commission hereby 
waives the operative delay and 
designates the proposal as operative 
upon filing.35 

At any time within 60 days of the 
filing of the proposed rule change, the 
Commission summarily may 
temporarily suspend such rule change if 
it appears to the Commission that such 
action is necessary or appropriate in the 
public interest, for the protection of 
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of 
the purposes of the Act. If the 
Commission takes such action, the 
Commission shall institute proceedings 
to determine whether the proposed rule 
change should be approved or 
disapproved. 

IV. Solicitation of Comments 
Interested persons are invited to 

submit written data, views, and 
arguments concerning the foregoing, 
including whether the proposed rule 
change is consistent with the Act. 
Comments may be submitted by any of 
the following methods: 

Electronic Comments 
• Use the Commission’s internet 

comment form (http://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml); or 

• Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR– 
ISE–2021–25 on the subject line. 

Paper Comments 
• Send paper comments in triplicate 

to Secretary, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 100 F Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20549–1090. 
All submissions should refer to File 
Number SR–ISE–2021–25. This file 
number should be included on the 
subject line if email is used. To help the 
Commission process and review your 
comments more efficiently, please use 

only one method. The Commission will 
post all comments on the Commission’s 
internet website (http://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the 
submission, all subsequent 
amendments, all written statements 
with respect to the proposed rule 
change that are filed with the 
Commission, and all written 
communications relating to the 
proposed rule change between the 
Commission and any person, other than 
those that may be withheld from the 
public in accordance with the 
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be 
available for website viewing and 
printing in the Commission’s Public 
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20549 on official 
business days between the hours of 
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of such 
filing also will be available for 
inspection and copying at the principal 
office of the Exchange. All comments 
received will be posted without change. 

Persons submitting comments are 
cautioned that we do not redact or edit 
personal identifying information from 
comment submissions. You should 
submit only information that you wish 
to make available publicly. All 
submissions should refer to File 
Number SR–ISE–2021–25, and should 
be submitted on or before December 21, 
2021. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.36 
J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Assistant Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2021–25990 Filed 11–29–21; 8:45 am] 
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November 23, 2021. 
On May 12, 2021, BOX Exchange LLC 

(‘‘Exchange’’ or ‘‘BOX’’) filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 

(‘‘Commission’’), pursuant to Section 
19(b)(1) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934 (‘‘Act’’) 1 and Rule 19b–4 
thereunder,2 a proposed rule change to 
adopt rules governing the listing and 
trading of equity securities on the 
Exchange through a facility of the 
Exchange to be known as BSTX LLC. 
The proposed rule change was 
published for comment in the Federal 
Register on June 2, 2021.3 On July 13, 
2021, pursuant to Section 19(b)(2) of the 
Act,4 the Commission designated a 
longer period within which to approve 
the proposed rule change, disapprove 
the proposed rule change, or institute 
proceedings to determine whether to 
disapprove the proposed rule change.5 
On August 18, 2021, the Exchange filed 
Amendment No. 1 to the proposed rule 
change, which replaced and superseded 
the proposed rule change as originally 
filed.6 On August 27, 2021, the 
Commission published the proposed 
rule change, as modified by Amendment 
No. 1, for notice and comment and 
instituted proceedings to determine 
whether to approve or disapprove the 
proposed rule change, as modified by 
Amendment No. 1.7 

Section 19(b)(2) of the Act 8 provides 
that, after initiating proceedings, the 
Commission shall issue an order 
approving or disapproving the proposed 
rule change not later than 180 days after 
the date of publication of notice of filing 
of the proposed rule change. The 
Commission may extend the period for 
issuing an order approving or 
disapproving the proposed rule change, 
however, by not more than 60 days if 
the Commission determines that a 
longer period is appropriate and 
publishes the reasons for such 
determination. The proposed rule 
change was published for notice and 
comment in the Federal Register on 
June 2, 2021.9 November 29, 2021 is 180 
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10 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2). 
11 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(57). 
1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
2 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93525 
(November 4, 2021) (Notice of Filing of Amendment 
Nos. 2 and 3 and Order Granting Accelerated 
Approval of SR–CBOE–2021–029). 

4 Adjusted option series, in which one option 
contract in the series represents the delivery of 
other than 100 shares of the underlying security as 

days from that date, and January 28, 
2022 is 240 days from that date. The 
Commission finds it appropriate to 
designate a longer period within which 
to issue an order approving or 
disapproving the proposed rule change 
so that it has sufficient time to consider 
the proposed rule change and the issues 
raised in the comment letters that have 
been submitted in connection therewith. 
Accordingly, the Commission, pursuant 
to Section 19(b)(2) of the Act,10 
designates January 28, 2022 as the date 
by which the Commission shall either 
approve or disapprove the proposed 
rule change, as modified by Amendment 
No. 1 (File No. SR–BOX–2021–06). 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.11 
J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Assistant Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2021–25987 Filed 11–29–21; 8:45 am] 
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November 23, 2021. 
Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the 

Securities Exchange Act of 1934 
(‘‘Act’’),1 and Rule 19b–4 thereunder,2 
notice is hereby given that on November 
16, 2021, BOX Exchange LLC 
(‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) the proposed rule 
change as described in Items I and II 
below, which Items have been prepared 
by the self-regulatory organization. The 
Commission is publishing this notice to 
solicit comments on the proposed rule 
change from interested persons. 

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Terms of the Substance 
of the Proposed Rule Change 

The Exchange proposes to amend IM– 
3120–2 to permit [sic] increase position 
limits for options on certain exchange- 
traded funds (‘‘ETFs’’). The text of the 
proposed rule change is available from 
the principal office of the Exchange, at 
the Commission’s Public Reference 

Room and also on the Exchange’s 
internet website at http://
boxoptions.com. 

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

In its filing with the Commission, the 
self-regulatory organization included 
statements concerning the purpose of, 
and basis for, the proposed rule change 
and discussed any comments it received 
on the proposed rule change. The text 
of these statements may be examined at 
the places specified in Item IV below. 
The self-regulatory organization has 
prepared summaries, set forth in 
Sections A, B, and C below, of the most 
significant aspects of such statements. 

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

1. Purpose 
The Exchange proposes to amend IM– 

3120–2 to increase position limits for 
options on certain exchange-traded 
funds (‘‘ETFs’’). This is a competitive 
filing that is based on a proposal 
recently submitted by Cboe Exchange, 
Inc. (‘‘Cboe’’) and approved by the 
Commission.3 

Position limits are designed to 
address potential manipulative schemes 
and adverse market impacts 
surrounding the use of options, such as 
disrupting the market in the security 
underlying the options. While position 
limits should address and discourage 
the potential for manipulative schemes 
and adverse market impact, if such 
limits are set too low, participation in 
the options market may be discouraged. 
The Exchange believes that position 
limits must therefore be balanced 
between mitigating concerns of any 
potential manipulation and the cost of 
inhibiting potential hedging activity that 
could be used for legitimate economic 
purposes. 

In its filing, Cboe states that it has 
observed an ongoing increase in 
demand, for both trading and hedging 
purposes, in options on the following 
exchange-traded products (‘‘ETPs’’): (1) 
iShares iBoxx $ Investment Grade 
Corporate Bond ETF (‘‘LQD’’) and (2) 
VanEck Vectors Gold Miners ETF 
(‘‘GDX’’). Though the demand for these 
options appears to have increased, 
position limits for options on LQD and 
GDX have remained the same. The 

Exchange believes these unchanged 
position limits may have impeded, and 
may continue to impede, trading 
activity and strategies of investors, such 
as use of effective hedging vehicles or 
income generating strategies (e.g., buy- 
write or put-write), and the ability of 
Market Makers to make liquid markets 
with tighter spreads in these options 
resulting in the transfer of volume to 
over-the-counter (‘‘OTC’’) markets. OTC 
transactions occur through bilateral 
agreements, the terms of which are not 
publicly disclosed to the marketplace. 
As such, OTC transactions do not 
contribute to the price discovery process 
on a public exchange or other lit 
markets. Therefore, the Exchange 
believes that the proposed increases in 
position limits for options on LQD and 
GDX may enable liquidity providers to 
provide additional liquidity to the 
Exchange and other market participants 
to transfer their liquidity demands from 
OTC markets to the Exchange. As 
described in further detail below, the 
Exchange believes that the continuously 
increasing market capitalization of LQD 
and GDX, ETF components, as well as 
the highly liquid markets for each, 
reduces the concerns for potential 
market manipulation and/or disruption 
in the underlying markets upon 
increasing position limits, while the 
rising demand for trading options on 
LQD and GDX for legitimate economic 
purposes compels an increase in 
position limits. 

Proposed Position Limits for Options on 
LQD and GDX 

Position limits for options on ETFs 
are determined pursuant to Rule 3120 
and vary according to the number of 
outstanding shares and the trading 
volumes of the underlying equity 
security (which includes ETFs) over the 
past six months. Pursuant to Rule 3120, 
the largest in capitalization and the 
most frequently traded stocks and ETFs 
have an option position limit of 250,000 
contracts (with adjustments for splits, 
re-capitalizations, etc.) on the same side 
of the market; and smaller capitalization 
stocks and ETFs have position limits of 
200,000, 75,000, 50,000 or 25,000 
contracts (with adjustments for splits, 
re-capitalizations, etc.) on the same side 
of the market. Options on LQD and GDX 
are currently subject to the standard 
position limit of 250,000 contracts as set 
forth in Rule 3120. IM–3120–2 sets forth 
separate, higher position limits for 
specific equity options (including 
options on specific ETFs).4 The 
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