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2Best abundance estimate. For most taxa, the best abundance estimate for purposes of comparison with take estimates is considered here to
be the model-predicted abundance (Roberts et al., 2016). For those taxa where a density surface model predicting abundance by month was
produced, the maximum mean seasonal abundance was used. For those taxa where abundance is not predicted by month, only mean annual
abundance is available. For the killer whale, the larger estimated SAR abundance estimate is used.

3Includes 2 annual takes by Level A harassment and 77 annual takes by Level B harassment.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of bp’s proposed survey activity
described in its LOA applications and
the anticipated take of marine
mammals, NMFS finds that small
numbers of marine mammals will be
taken relative to the affected species or
stock sizes (i.e., less than one-third of
the best available abundance estimate)
and therefore the taking is of no more
than small numbers.

Authorization

NMFS has determined that the level
of taking for these LOA requests is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
incidental take regulations and that the
amount of take authorized under the
LOAs is of no more than small numbers.
Accordingly, we have issued two LOAs
to bp authorizing the take of marine
mammals incidental to its geophysical
survey activity, as described above.

Dated: July 14, 2021.
Catherine Marzin,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Pacific Council)
Salmon Technical Team (STT) will host
an online meeting that is open to the
public.

DATES: The online meeting will be held
Tuesday, August 3, 2021, from 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m., Pacific Daylight Time, or
until business for the day has been
completed.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held
online. Specific meeting information,
including directions on how to join the
meeting and system requirements will
be provided in the meeting

announcement on the Pacific Council’s
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You
may send an email to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidi@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820—
2412 for technical assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Robin Ehlke, Staff Officer, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2410.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the meeting will be to
discuss the NMFS rule to implement
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSA) that require all fishery
management plans (FMPs) to establish a
standardized bycatch reporting
methodology (SBRM) to assess the
amount and type of bycatch occurring in
a fishery. The STT will focus on the
Pacific salmon FMP and develop, as
needed, potential SBRM language to
meet the NMFS requirement. The STT
may also discuss and prepare for future
STT meetings and future meetings with
the Pacific Council and its advisory
bodies, including, but not limited to,
such topics as the annual salmon
methodology review and technical
material from the Pacific Council’s Ad-
Hoc Southern Oregon/Northern
California Coast coho workgroup.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820-2412) at least 10
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 13, 2021.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), as amended, its implementing
regulations, and NMFS’ MMPA
Regulations for Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Geophysical
Surveys Related to Oil and Gas
Activities in the Gulf of Mexico,
notification is hereby given that a Letter
of Authorization (LOA) has been issued
to Chevron U.S.A. Inc. (Chevron) for the
take of marine mammals incidental to
geophysical survey activity in the Gulf
of Mexico.

DATES: The LOA is effective from
August 1, 2021, through April 30, 2022.
ADDRESSES: The LOA, LOA request, and
supporting documentation are available
online at: www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
action/incidental-take-authorization-oil-
and-gas-industry-geophysical-survey-
activity-gulf-mexico. In case of problems
accessing these documents, please call
the contact listed below (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ben
Laws, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
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