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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 217
[Docket No. 201204-0326]
RIN 0648-BB38

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Geophysical Surveys
Related to Oil and Gas Activities in the
Gulf of Mexico; Correction

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: This notice contains
corrections to a final rule. The
document being corrected is the
regulations governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals; Taking
Marine Mammals Incidental to
Geophysical Survey Activities in the
Gulf of Mexico, which was published on
January 19, 2021. The regulations will
become effective on April 19, 2021.
DATES: Effective April 9, 2021.
ADDRESSES: Information related to this
rulemaking is available online at:
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-oil-and-
gas-industry-geophysical-survey-
activity-gulf-mexico. In case of problems
accessing these documents, please call
the contact listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ben
Laws, Office of Protected Resources,
NMEFS, (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

NMFS published a rule in the Federal
Register on January 19, 2021 (86 FR
5322) announcing issuance of final
regulations concerning the authorization
of take of marine mammals incidental to
incidental to geophysical survey
activities in the Gulf of Mexico, valid for
five years from the date of effectiveness.
NMEFS issued the regulations upon
request from the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) to govern
the unintentional taking of marine
mammals incidental to geophysical
survey activities conducted by oil and
gas industry operators, and those
persons authorized to conduct activities
on their behalf, in Federal waters of the
U.S. Gulf of Mexico over the course of
five years. The regulations, which allow
for the issuance of Letters of
Authorization to industry operators for
the incidental take of marine mammals

during the described activities and
specified timeframe, prescribe the
permissible methods of taking and other
means of effecting the least practicable
adverse impact on marine mammal
species or stocks and their habitat, as
well as requirements pertaining to the
monitoring and reporting of such taking.
NMEF'S refers the reader to the January
19, 2021 (86 FR 5322), Federal Register
rule for background information
concerning the regulations. The
information in the notice of issuance is
not repeated here.

Correction

m The codification error to be corrected
appears in the regulatory text at 50 CFR
217.185 (c) (86 FR 5322; Docket No.
201204-0326). The paragraph after
paragraph (c)(13)(xviii) was numbered
in error as paragraph (12). That
paragraph is hereby corrected to (14).

Dated: April 5, 2021.
Samuel D. Rauch, III,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-07351 Filed 4-6—21; 4:30 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 210210-0018; RTID 0648—
XA999]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in the West
Yakutat District of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in the West Yakutat
District of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA).
This action is necessary to prevent
exceeding the 2021 total allowable catch
of pollock in the West Yakutat District
of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), April 6, 2021, through
2400 hours, A.L.t., December 31, 2021.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Obren Davis, 907-586—7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone

according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of

Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2021 total allowable catch (TAC)
of pollock in the West Yakutat District
of the GOA is 5,412 metric tons (mt) as
established by the final 2021 and 2022
harvest specifications for groundfish in
the GOA (86 FR 10184, February 19,
2021).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2021 TAC of
pollock in the West Yakutat District of
the GOA will soon be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 5,262 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 150 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock in the West
Yakutat District of the GOA.

While this closure is effective the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

NMEF'S issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
part 679, which was issued pursuant to
section 304(b), and is exempt from
review under Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest, as it would prevent
NMEFS from responding to the most
recent fisheries data in a timely fashion
and would delay the closure of pollock
in Statistical Area 640 in the GOA.
NMFS was unable to publish a notice
providing time for public comment
because the most recent, relevant data
only became available as of April 5,
2021.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 6, 2021.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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