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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED–2017–ICCD–0159]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Comment Request; National
Blue Ribbon Schools Program
Office of Communications and
Outreach (OCO), Department of
Education (ED).
ACTION: Notice.
AGENCY:

In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing an extension of an existing
information collection.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before February
20, 2018.
ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED–
2017–ICCD–0159. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Collection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW, LBJ, Room
216–32, Washington, DC 20202–4537.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Aba Kumi,
202–401–1767.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
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necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.
Title of Collection: National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program.
OMB Control Number: 1860–0506.
Type of Review: An extension of an
existing information collection.
Respondents/Affected Public: State,
Local, and Tribal Governments.
Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 420.
Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 16,800.
Abstract: Each year since 1982, the
U.S. Department of Education’s National
Blue Ribbon Schools Program has
sought out and celebrated great
American schools; schools that are
demonstrating that all students can
achieve to high levels. The purpose of
the Program is to honor public and
private elementary, middle and high
schools based on their overall academic
excellence or their progress in closing
achievement gaps among different
groups of students. The Program is part
of a larger U.S. Department of Education
effort to identify and disseminate
knowledge about best school leadership
and teaching practices.
Dated: December 19, 2017.
Stephanie Valentine,
Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.
[FR Doc. 2017–27641 Filed 12–21–17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED–2017–ICCD–0129]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Personal Authentication Service (PAS)
for FSA ID
Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).
ACTION: Notice.
AGENCY:

In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing a revision of an existing
information collection.
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Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before January
22, 2018.

DATES:

To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED–
2017–ICCD–0129. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Collection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW, LBJ, Room
216–34, Washington, DC 20202–4537.

ADDRESSES:

For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Beth
Grebeldinger, 202–377–4018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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Title of Collection: Personal
Authentication Service (PAS) for FSA
ID.
OMB Control Number: 1845–0131.
Type of Review: A revision of an
existing information collection.
Respondents/Affected Public:
Individuals or Households.
Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 55,300,000.
Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 14,715,000.
Abstract: Federal Student Aid (FSA)
replaced the PIN system with the
Personal Authentication Service (PAS)
which will employ an FSA ID, a
standard user name and password
solution. In order to create an FSA ID to
gain access to certain FSA systems
(FAFSA on the web, NSLDS,
StudentLoans.gov, etc.) a user must
register on-line for an FSA ID account.
The FSA ID allows the customer to have
a single identity, even if there is a name
change or change to other personally
identifiable information. The
information collected to create the FSA
ID enables electronic authentication and
authorization of users for FSA webbased applications and information and
protects users from unauthorized access
to user accounts on all protected FSA
sites.
Dated: December 19, 2017.
Kate Mullan,
Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.
[FR Doc. 2017–27591 Filed 12–21–17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Energy Information Administration
Agency Information Collection
Extension
U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA), Department of
Energy (DOE).
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.
AGENCY:

EIA, pursuant to the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
intends to extend with changes for three
years with the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), Form EIA–846
Manufacturing Energy Consumption
Survey. Form EIA–846 collects
information on energy consumption,
expenditures, and building
characteristics from establishments in
the manufacturing sector of the U.S.
economy.
DATES: Comments regarding this
proposed information collection must
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be received on or before February 20,
2018. If you anticipate difficulty in
submitting comments within that
period, contact the person listed in
ADDRESSES as soon as possible.
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
sent to Tom Lorenz, U.S. Energy
Information Administration, EI–22,
1000 Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20585 or by fax at (202)
586–9753, or by email at
Thomas.Lorenz@eia.gov.
Access to the proposed form,
instructions, and internet data
collection screens can be found at:
https://www.eia.gov/survey/form/eia_
846/proposed/2018/form.pdf.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Tom Lorenz by phone at
(202) 586–3442, or by email at
Thomas.Lorenz@eia.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments
are invited on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology; and (e) ways to identify
alternate sources of manufacturing
consumption information EIA proposes
to collect. EIA will evaluate comments
on duplication of data sources based on
terms of data coverage, level of
aggregation, frequency of collection,
data reliability, and statutory
requirements to determine whether
alternate data sources represent a
suitable substitute for EIA data.
This information collection request
contains:
(1) OMB Numbers: 1905–0169;
(2) Information Collection Request
Title: Manufacturing Energy
Consumption Survey (MECS);
(3) Type of Request: Three-year
extension with changes;
(4) Purpose: Form EIA–846, is a selfadministered sample survey that
collects energy consumption and
expenditures data from establishments
in the manufacturing sector. These
establishments are classified under the
North American Industry Classification
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System (NAICS) sector codes 31–33.
The information from this survey is
used to publish aggregate statistics on
the energy consumption of the
manufacturing sector including energy
used for fuel and nonfuel purposes. The
survey also gathers information on
energy-related issues such as energy
prices, on-site electricity generation,
purchases of electricity from utilities
and non-utilities, and fuel switching
capabilities. MECS is also used to
benchmark EIA’s industry forecasting
model and update changes in the energy
intensity and greenhouse gases data
series.
(4a) Proposed Change to Information
Collection: EIA proposes the following
minor change to Form EIA–846.
1. Questions about Tire-Derived Fuel:
EIA proposes asking questions about
tire-derived fuel (TDF) in the Waste Oils
and Tars, and Waste Byproduct Gases
section of the questionnaire starting on
page 35 of the current Form EIA–846A,
to be inserted after questions 138–139,
specifically from those industries, Paper
(NAICS 322) and Nonmetallic Mineral
Products (NAICS 327), that use it as an
energy source. This is not a substantive
change as EIA already asks respondents
to report TDF on the MECS in a section
titled, ‘‘Other.’’ To make the reporting of
TDF clear and easier for respondents,
the questions in this section about TDF
are the same questions that have always
been asked about this energy source:
Purchases, expenditures, transfers-in,
amount produced on-site, whether it’s a
product/byproduct of another energy
source consumed on-site, and fuel
consumption. Over the past three MECS
cycles, TDF has become a growing
energy source within the ‘‘Other’’
section and accounts for over half of the
energy consumed that is reported in that
section. The use of TDF may be
understated in the current form because
some establishments may not report
TDF fuel use because respondents may
not know where to report their TDF
volumes. By directly asking for these
data as a separate data element, EIA will
improve the coverage and accuracy of
the use of this energy source.
(5) Annual Estimated Number of
Respondents: 15,000;
(6) Annual Estimated Number of
Total Responses: 3,750;
(7) Annual Estimated Number of
Burden Hours: 34,565;
Average Burden per Response: 9.2
hours.
(8) Annual Estimated Reporting and
Recordkeeping Cost Burden: EIA
estimates that there are no additional
costs to respondents associated with
this data collection. The annual burden
cost to the respondents is estimated to
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