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hearing or leave to intervene were 
submitted. 

The NRC prepared a safety evaluation 
report (SER) to document its review and 
evaluation of the amendment request. In 
addition, the NRC evaluated an 
assertion by PI that the amendment 
request satisfied the categorical 
exclusion criteria specified in 10 CFR 
51.22(c)(11). Under 10 CFR 51.22(c)(11), 
a categorical exclusion is allowed for 
amendments to materials licenses which 
involve changes to process operations or 
equipment provided that (i) there is no 
significant change in the types or 
significant increase in the amounts of 
any effluents that may be released 
offsite, (ii) there is no significant 
increase in individual or cumulative 
occupational radiation exposure, (iii) 
there is no significant construction 
impact, and (iv) there is no significant 
increase in the potential for or 
consequences from radiological 
accidents. As explained in the SER, the 
NRC determined that the license 
amendment satisfied the 10 CFR 
51.22(c)(11) categorical exclusion 
criteria. Consequently, an 
Environmental Assessment and Finding 
of No Significant Impact are not 
required. 

Upon completing its review, the staff 
determined the request complies with 
the standards and requirements of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended 
(the Act), as well as the NRC’s rules and 
regulations. As required by the Act and 
the NRC’s rules and regulations in 10 
CFR Chapter I, the staff made the 
appropriate findings which are 
contained in the SER (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML14030A361). The NRC 
approved and issued Amendment No. 8 
to Special Nuclear Materials License No. 
SNM–2506, held by NSPM for the 
receipt, possession, transfer, and storage 
of spent fuel and associated radioactive 
materials at the PI ISFSI. Pursuant to 10 
CFR 72.46(d), the NRC is providing 
notice of the action taken. Amendment 
No. 8 was effective as of the date of 
issuance, March 10, 2014. 

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 10th day 
of March 2014. 

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Michele Sampson, 
Chief, Licensing Branch, Division of Spent 
Fuel Storage and Transportation, Office of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards. 
[FR Doc. 2014–05938 Filed 3–17–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket Nos. 50–528, 50–529, 50–530; NRC– 
2014–0053] 

Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: License amendment application; 
withdrawal by applicant. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) has granted the 
request of Arizona Public Service 
Company (the licensee) to withdraw its 
application dated March 8, 2012, for a 
proposed amendment to Facility 
Operating License Nos. NPF–41, NPF– 
51, and NPF–74. The proposed 
amendment would have revised the 
Technical Specifications (TS) to 
eliminate the use of the term CORE 
ALTERATIONS throughout the TS. 
ADDRESSES: Please refer to Docket ID 
NRC–2014–0053 when contacting the 
NRC about the availability of 
information regarding this document. 
You may access publicly-available 
information related to this document 
using any of the following methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Web site: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and search 
for Docket ID NRC–2014–0053. Address 
questions about NRC dockets to Carol 
Gallagher; telephone: 301–287–3422; 
email: Carol.Gallagher@nrc.gov. For 
technical questions, contact the 
individual(s) listed in the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this 
document. 

• NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System 
(ADAMS): You may obtain publicly 
available documents online in the 
ADAMS Public Documents collection at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/
adams.html. To begin the search, select 
‘‘ADAMS Public Documents’’ and then 
select ‘‘Begin Web-based ADAMS 
Search.’’ For problems with ADAMS, 
please contact the NRC’s Public 
Document Room (PDR) reference staff at 
1–800–397–4209, 301–415–4737, or by 
email to pdr.resource@nrc.gov. The 
ADAMS accession number for each 
document referenced in this document 
(if that document is available in 
ADAMS) is provided the first time that 
a document is referenced. 

• NRC’s PDR: You may examine and 
purchase copies of public documents at 
the NRC’s PDR, Room O1–F21, One 
White Flint North, 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland 20852. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennivine Rankin, Office of Nuclear 
Reactor Regulation, telephone: 301– 

415–1530, email: Jennivine.Rankin@
nrc.gov; U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The NRC 
has granted the request of Arizona 
Public Service Company (the licensee) 
to withdraw its March 8, 2012, 
application (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML12076A045), for proposed 
amendment to Facility Operating 
License Nos. NPF–41, NPF–51, and 
NPF–74, for the Palo Verde Nuclear 
Generating Station, Units 1, 2, and 3, 
respectively, located in Maricopa 
County, Arizona. 

The proposed amendment would 
have revised the Technical 
Specifications (TS) to eliminate the use 
of the term CORE ALTERATIONS 
throughout the TS. The proposed 
amendment incorporated changes 
reflected in Technical Specification 
Task Force (TSTF) Traveler 471–A, 
Revision 1, ‘‘Eliminate use of term 
CORE ALTERATIONS in ACTIONS and 
Notes.’’ 

The Commission had previously 
issued a Notice of Consideration of 
Issuance of Amendment published in 
the Federal Register on June 12, 2012 
(77 FR 35071). The licensee 
supplemented their original application 
by letters dated October 11, 2012; 
January 31, 2013; and July 25, 2013; 
respectively (ADAMS Accession Nos. 
ML12286A330, ML13039A013, and 
ML13210A238). However, by letter 
dated February 13, 2014 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML14051A103), the 
licensee withdrew the proposed change. 

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 7th day 
of March 2014. 

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Balwant K. Singal, 
Senior Project Manager, Plant Licensing 
Branch IV–1, Division of Operating Reactor 
Licensing, Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation. 
[FR Doc. 2014–05935 Filed 3–17–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket No. 03029462; NRC–2014–0047] 

Request for Alternate 
Decommissioning Schedule: 
Department of the Navy Space and 
Naval Warfare Centers Pacific 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: License amendment application; 
opportunity to comment, request a 
hearing and petition for leave to 
intervene. 
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC or the Commission) 
has received a request for an alternate 
decommissioning schedule from the 
Department of the Navy (Navy) for its 
Space and Naval Warfare Centers Pacific 
(SPAWARS) site, located in San Diego, 
California, permitted under the Navy’s 
Master Materials License (MML) No. 
45–23645–01NA. Approval of the 
request would extend the time period 
for the Navy to submit a 
decommissioning plan and initiate 
decommissioning activities at 
SPAWARS. 

DATES: Comments must be filed by May 
19, 2014. A request for a hearing or 
petition for leave to intervene must be 
filed by May 19, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods (unless 
this document describes a different 
method for submitting comments on a 
specific subject): 

• Federal Rulemaking Web site: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and search 
for Docket ID NRC–2014–0047. Address 
questions about NRC dockets to Carol 
Gallagher; telephone: 301–287–3422; 
email: Carol.Gallagher@nrc.gov. For 
technical questions, contact the 
individual listed in the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this 
document. 

• Mail comments to: Cindy Bladey, 
Chief, Rules, Announcements, and 
Directives Branch (RADB), Office of 
Administration, Mail Stop: 3WFN–06– 
44M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001. 

For additional direction on accessing 
information and submitting comments, 
see ‘‘Accessing Information and 
Submitting Comments’’ in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this document. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Orysia Masnyk Bailey, Health Physicist, 
Decommissioning and Technical 
Support Branch, Division of Nuclear 
Materials Safety, Region I, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, 2100 
Renaissance Boulevard, King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania 19468; telephone: 864– 
427–1032; fax number: 610–680–3597; 
email: OrysiaMasnykBailey@nrc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Accessing Information and 
Submitting Comments 

A. Accessing Information 

Please refer to Docket ID NRC–2014– 
0047 when contacting the NRC about 
the availability of information regarding 
this document. You may access 
publicly-available information related to 

this document by any of the following 
methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Web site: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and search 
for Docket ID NRC–2014–0047. 

• NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System 
(ADAMS): You may access publicly 
available documents online in the NRC 
Library at http://www.nrc.gov/reading- 
rm/adams.html. To begin the search, 
select ‘‘ADAMS Public Documents’’ and 
then select ‘‘Begin Web-based ADAMS 
Search.’’ For problems with ADAMS, 
please contact the NRC’s Public 
Document Room (PDR) reference staff at 
1–800–397–4209, 301–415–4737, or by 
email to pdr.resource@nrc.gov. The 
ADAMS accession number for each 
document referenced in this document 
(if that document is available in 
ADAMS) is provided the first time that 
a document is referenced. 

• NRC’s PDR: You may examine and 
purchase copies of public documents at 
the NRC’s PDR, Room O1–F21, One 
White Flint North, 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

B. Submitting Comments 
Please include Docket ID NRC–2014– 

0047 in the subject line of your 
comment submission, in order to ensure 
that the NRC is able to make your 
comment submission available to the 
public in this docket. 

The NRC cautions you not to include 
identifying or contact information that 
you do not want to be publicly 
disclosed in your comment submission. 
The NRC will post all comment 
submissions at http://
www.regulations.gov as well as enter the 
comment submissions into ADAMS. 
The NRC does not routinely edit 
comment submissions to remove 
identifying or contact information. 

If you are requesting or aggregating 
comments from other persons for 
submission to the NRC, then you should 
inform those persons not to include 
identifying or contact information that 
they do not want to be publicly 
disclosed in their comment submission. 
Your request should state that the NRC 
does not routinely edit comment 
submissions to remove such information 
before making the comment 
submissions available to the public or 
entering the comment submissions into 
ADAMS. 

II. Introduction 
The NRC received, by letter dated 

August 9, 2013 (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML13249A300), a license amendment 
application from the Navy for its 
SPAWARS site located in San Diego, 
California, requesting to extend the time 

for submitting a decommissioning plan. 
SPAWARS possesses a Type A broad 
scope permit issued under the Navy’s 
MML No. 45–23645–01NA. Approval of 
the request would extend the time 
period for the Navy to submit a 
decommissioning plan and initiate 
decommissioning activities at 
SPAWARS. 

An NRC administrative completeness 
review, documented in a letter to the 
Navy dated January 14, 2014 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML14028A515), found 
the application acceptable to begin a 
technical review. If the NRC approves 
the request, the approval will be 
documented in an amendment to the 
Navy’s MML No. 45–23645–01NA. 
However, before approving the 
proposed amendment, the NRC will 
need to make the findings required by 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 
amended, and the NRC’s regulations. 
These findings will be documented in a 
Safety Evaluation Report. 

III. Opportunity To Request a Hearing 
and Petition for Leave To Intervene 

Within 60 days after the date of 
publication of this notice, any person(s) 
whose interest may be affected by this 
action and who wishes to participate as 
a party in the proceeding may file a 
written request for a hearing and a 
petition for leave to intervene with 
respect to issuance of the license 
amendment request. Requests for a 
hearing and a petition for leave to 
intervene shall be filed in accordance 
with the Commission’s ‘‘Agency Rules 
of Practice and Procedure’’ in 10 CFR 
part 2. Interested person(s) should 
consult a current copy of 10 CFR 2.309, 
which is available at the NRC’s PDR 
located at One White Flint North, Room 
O1–F21, 11555 Rockville Pike (first 
floor), Rockville, Maryland 20852. The 
NRC’s regulations are accessible 
electronically from the NRC Library on 
the NRC’s Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc- 
collections/cfr/. If a request for a hearing 
or petition for leave to intervene is filed 
by the above date, the Commission or a 
presiding officer designated by the 
Commission or by the Chief 
Administrative Judge of the Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board Panel, will 
rule on the request and/or petition; and 
the Secretary or the Chief 
Administrative Judge of the Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board will issue a 
notice of a hearing or an appropriate 
order. 

As required by 10 CFR 2.309, a 
petition for leave to intervene shall set 
forth, with particularity, the interest of 
the petitioner in the proceeding and 
how that interest may be affected by the 
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results of the proceeding. The petition 
should specifically explain the reasons 
why intervention should be permitted, 
with particular reference to the 
following general requirements: (1) The 
name, address, and telephone number of 
the requestor or petitioner; (2) the 
nature of the requestor’s/petitioner’s 
right under the Act to be made a party 
to the proceeding; (3) the nature and 
extent of the petitioner’s property, 
financial, or other interest in the 
proceeding; and (4) the possible effect of 
any decision or order which may be 
entered in the proceeding on the 
requestor/petitioner’s interest. The 
petition must also identify the specific 
contentions that the requestor/petitioner 
seeks to have litigated at the proceeding. 

Each contention must consist of a 
specific statement of the issue of law or 
fact to be raised or controverted. In 
addition, the requestor/petitioner shall 
provide a brief explanation of the bases 
for the contention and a concise 
statement of the alleged facts or expert 
opinion which support the contention 
and on which the requestor/petitioner 
intends to rely in proving the contention 
at the hearing. The requestor/petitioner 
must also provide references to those 
specific sources and documents of 
which the petitioner is aware and on 
which the requestor/petitioner intends 
to rely to establish those facts or expert 
opinion. The petition must include 
sufficient information to show that a 
genuine dispute exists with the 
applicant on a material issue of law or 
fact. Contentions shall be limited to 
matters within the scope of the 
amendment under consideration. The 
contention must be one which, if 
proven, would entitle the requestor/
petitioner to relief. A requestor/
petitioner who fails to satisfy these 
requirements with respect to at least one 
contention will not be permitted to 
participate as a party. 

Those permitted to intervene become 
parties to the proceeding, subject to any 
limitations in the order granting leave to 
intervene, and have the opportunity to 
participate fully in the conduct of the 
hearing. 

If a hearing is requested, the 
Commission will make a final 
determination on the issue of no 
significant hazards consideration. The 
final determination will serve to decide 
when the hearing is held. If the final 
determination is that the amendment 
request involves no significant hazards 
consideration, the Commission may 
issue the amendment and make it 
immediately effective, notwithstanding 
the request for a hearing. Any hearing 
held would take place after issuance of 
the amendment. If the final 

determination is that the amendment 
request involves a significant hazards 
consideration, then any hearing held 
would take place before the issuance of 
any amendment. 

All documents filed in the NRC 
adjudicatory proceedings, including a 
request for hearing, a petition for leave 
to intervene, any motion or other 
document filed in the proceeding prior 
to the submission of a request for 
hearing or petition to intervene, and 
documents filed by interested 
governmental entities participating 
under 10 CFR 2.315(c), must be filed in 
accordance with the NRC E-Filing rule 
(72 FR 49139; August 28, 2007). The E- 
Filing process requires participants to 
submit and serve all adjudicatory 
documents over the Internet, or in some 
cases to mail copies on electronic 
storage media. Participants may not 
submit paper copies of their filings 
unless they seek an exemption in 
accordance with the procedures 
described below. 

IV. Electronic Submissions (E-Filing) 
All documents filed in NRC 

adjudicatory proceedings, including a 
request for hearing, a petition for leave 
to intervene, any motion or other 
document filed in the proceeding prior 
to the submission of a request for 
hearing or petition to intervene, and 
documents filed by interested 
governmental entities participating 
under 10 CFR 2.315(c), must be filed in 
accordance with the NRC E-Filing rule 
(72 FR 49139; August 28, 2007). The E- 
Filing process requires participants to 
submit and serve all adjudicatory 
documents over the internet, or in some 
cases to mail copies on electronic 
storage media. Participants may not 
submit paper copies of their filings 
unless they seek an exemption in 
accordance with the procedures 
described below. 

To comply with the procedural 
requirements of E-Filing, at least ten 10 
days prior to the filing deadline, the 
participant should contact the Office of 
the Secretary by email at 
hearing.docket@nrc.gov, or by telephone 
at 301–415–1677, to request (1) a digital 
identification (ID) certificate, which 
allows the participant (or its counsel or 
representative) to digitally sign 
documents and access the E-Submittal 
server for any proceeding in which it is 
participating; and (2) advise the 
Secretary that the participant will be 
submitting a request or petition for 
hearing (even in instances in which the 
participant, or its counsel or 
representative, already holds an NRC- 
issued digital ID certificate). Based upon 
this information, the Secretary will 

establish an electronic docket for the 
hearing in this proceeding if the 
Secretary has not already established an 
electronic docket. 

Information about applying for a 
digital ID certificate is available on the 
NRC’s public Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-submittals/
apply-certificates.html. System 
requirements for accessing the E- 
Submittal server are detailed in the 
NRC’s ‘‘Guidance for Electronic 
Submission,’’ which is available on the 
agency’s public Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e- 
submittals.html. Participants may 
attempt to use other software not listed 
on the Web site, but should note that the 
NRC’s E-Filing system does not support 
unlisted software, and the NRC Meta 
System Help Desk will not be able to 
offer assistance in using unlisted 
software. 

If a participant is electronically 
submitting a document to the NRC in 
accordance with the E-Filing rule, the 
participant must file the document 
using the NRC’s online, Web-based 
submission form. In order to serve 
documents through the Electronic 
Information Exchange System, users 
will be required to install a Web 
browser plug-in from the NRC’s Web 
site. Further information on the Web- 
based submission form, including the 
installation of the Web browser plug-in, 
is available on the NRC’s public Web 
site at http://www.nrc.gov/site-help/e- 
submittals.html. 

Once a participant has obtained a 
digital ID certificate and a docket has 
been created, the participant can then 
submit a request for hearing or petition 
for leave to intervene. Submissions 
should be in Portable Document Format 
(PDF) in accordance with NRC guidance 
available on the NRC’s public Web site 
at http://www.nrc.gov/site-help/e- 
submittals.html. A filing is considered 
complete at the time the documents are 
submitted through the NRC’s E-Filing 
system. To be timely, an electronic 
filing must be submitted to the E-Filing 
system no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern 
Time on the due date. Upon receipt of 
a transmission, the E-Filing system 
time-stamps the document and sends 
the submitter an email notice 
confirming receipt of the document. The 
E-Filing system also distributes an email 
notice that provides access to the 
document to the NRC’s Office of the 
General Counsel and any others who 
have advised the Office of the Secretary 
that they wish to participate in the 
proceeding, so that the filer need not 
serve the documents on those 
participants separately. Therefore, 
applicants and other participants (or 
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their counsel or representative) must 
apply for and receive a digital ID 
certificate before a hearing request/
petition to intervene is filed so that they 
can obtain access to the document via 
the E-Filing system. 

A person filing electronically using 
the NRC’s adjudicatory E-Filing system 
may seek assistance by contacting the 
NRC Meta System Help Desk through 
the ‘‘Contact Us’’ link located on the 
NRC’s public Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/site-help/e- 
submittals.html, by email to 
MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov, or by a toll- 
free call at 866–672–7640. The NRC 
Meta System Help Desk is available 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern 
Time, Monday through Friday, 
excluding government holidays. 

Participants who believe that they 
have a good cause for not submitting 
documents electronically must file an 
exemption request, in accordance with 
10 CFR 2.302(g), with their initial paper 
filing requesting authorization to 
continue to submit documents in paper 
format. Such filings must be submitted 
by: (1) First class mail addressed to the 
Office of the Secretary of the 
Commission, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001, Attention: Rulemaking and 
Adjudications Staff; or (2) courier, 
express mail, or expedited delivery 
service to the Office of the Secretary, 
Sixteenth Floor, One White Flint North, 
11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland, 20852, Attention: 
Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff. 
Participants filing a document in this 
manner are responsible for serving the 
document on all other participants. 
Filing is considered complete by first- 
class mail as of the time of deposit in 
the mail, or by courier, express mail, or 
expedited delivery service upon 
depositing the document with the 
provider of the service. A presiding 
officer, having granted an exemption 
request from using E-Filing, may require 
a participant or party to use E-Filing if 
the presiding officer subsequently 
determines that the reason for granting 
the exemption from use of E-Filing no 
longer exists. 

Documents submitted in adjudicatory 
proceedings will appear in the NRC’s 
electronic hearing docket which is 
available to the public at http://
ehd1.nrc.gov/ehd/, unless excluded 
pursuant to an order of the Commission, 
or the presiding officer. Participants are 
requested not to include personal 
privacy information, such as social 
security numbers, home addresses, or 
home phone numbers in their filings, 
unless an NRC regulation or other law 
requires submission of such 

information. However, a request to 
intervene will require including 
information on local residence in order 
to demonstrate a proximity assertion of 
interest in the proceeding. With respect 
to copyrighted works, except for limited 
excerpts that serve the purpose of the 
adjudicatory filings and would 
constitute a Fair Use application, 
participants are requested not to include 
copyrighted materials in their 
submission. 

Dated at King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, this 
11th day of March 2014. 

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Marc S. Ferdas, 
Chief, Decommissioning and Technical 
Branch, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, 
Region I. 
[FR Doc. 2014–05982 Filed 3–17–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

Interagency Funding for Research and 
Engineering Projects Conducted by 
Federal Researchers 

AGENCY: Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. 
ACTION: Notice of Request for 
Information. 

SUMMARY: This Request for Information 
(RFI) solicits input from the public 
regarding interagency research awards 
via competitive grants, contracts, or 
other vehicles provided by a Federal 
agency to a researcher at a Federal 
laboratory that is managed, owned, or 
operated by another Federal agency. 
Applicable research awards include 
extramural research awards awarded to 
intramural researchers in Federal 
laboratories. Federal laboratories 
include Government-Owned, 
Government-Operated laboratories 
(GOGOs) and Federally Funded 
Research and Development Centers 
(FFRDCs). Research awards pay for 
research projects and supporting 
resources, including the salaries of the 
principal investigators. The public input 
provided in response to this Notice will 
inform the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) as it works 
with Federal agencies and other 
stakeholders to develop best practices 
for agencies. 
DATES: Responses must be received by 
11:59 p.m. on April 14, 2014, to be 
considered. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods. 

• Downloadable form/email: To aid 
in information collection and analysis, 

OSTP encourages responses to be 
provided by filling out the 
downloadable form located at http://
www.whitehouse.gov/administration/
eop/ostp/library/shareyourinput and 
email that form, as an attachment, to: 
iaresearch@ostp.gov. Please include 
‘‘Interagency Research Award’’ in the 
subject line of the message. 

• Fax: (202) 456–6071. 
• Mail: Attn: Reynolds Skaggs, Office 

of Science and Technology Policy, 1650 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Washington, 
DC, 20504. Information submitted by 
postal mail should allow ample time for 
processing by security. 

Response to this RFI is voluntary. 
Respondents need not reply to all 
questions listed, but should indicate in 
their responses the number of the 
question to which they are responding. 
Responses to this RFI, including the 
names of the authors and their 
institutional affiliations, if provided, 
may be posted online. OSTP therefore 
requests that no business-proprietary 
information, copyrighted information, 
or personally-identifiable information 
be submitted in response to this RFI. 
Please note that the U.S. Government 
will not pay for response preparation, or 
for the use of any information contained 
in the response. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Scientists and Engineers (S&Es) who 

do research and development on behalf 
of the U.S. Government can compete for 
research funding through a number of 
mechanisms, including an interagency 
agreement, memorandum of 
understanding, grant, contract, or other 
transaction agreement. OSTP and STPI 
have observed that there exist a number 
of barriers with the potential to limit or 
prohibit the use of these and other 
mechanisms on an interagency basis, 
such as legislation, regulation, 
interagency agreement, agency policy, 
program policy, or practices. Policies 
and practices that can hinder 
interagency research awards include 
outright prohibitions, limitations on 
funding, and added administrative 
burdens. In addition, agencies vary with 
respect to the permeability of 
interagency research awards and this 
inconsistency leads to inefficiencies and 
occasionally redundancies. For 
example, some agencies allow 
researchers from other Federal agencies 
to compete for extramural funding, and 
provide funding to such extramural 
Federal laboratory employees whose 
proposals successfully compete for 
those awards. However, other agencies 
limit the funding provided to S&Es 
working in Federal laboratories under 
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