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DAS fished, respectively. If fishing 
under just a groundfish DAS, such 
vessels would be subject to a monkfish 
landing limit of up to 25 percent of the 
total weight of fish on board, not to 
exceed 300 lb (136 kg) tail weight or its 
whole weight equivalent per DAS. If 
monkfish catch exceeds these limits, a 
vessel must either discard monkfish, or 
retain legal-sized fish and remain at sea 
until sufficient time has elapsed to 
account for the amount of monkfish 
retained. Alternatively, if the vessel was 
fishing under a groundfish DAS, it 
could declare a monkfish DAS at sea 
and retain the fish, but only if it had 
first declared the option to potentially 
use a monkfish DAS via its vessel 
monitoring system prior to leaving the 
dock. This action suspends those 
landing limits to encourage greater 
monkfish landings and associated 
fishing revenue as a means to help 
alleviate the substantial economic and 
social impacts expected from 
substantially reduced groundfish ACLs 
in FY 2013. Accordingly, implementing 
this action following a 30-day delayed 
effectiveness would be contrary to the 
public interest, because it would 
unnecessarily delay the public’s ability 
to take advantage of unlimited monkfish 
landing limits and associated economic 
benefits of higher monkfish landings, 
thereby undermining the intent of the 
rule. A swift implementation of this 
final action minimizes the chances of 
negative economic impacts resulting 
from the reduced groundfish ACLs for 
some stocks during FY 2013. Thus, 
there is also good cause under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3) to waive the delay in 
effectiveness for this action. 

Section 212 of the Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 
1996 states that, for each rule or group 
of related rules for which an agency is 
required to prepare a FRFA, the agency 
shall publish one or more guides to 
assist small entities in complying with 
the rule, and shall designate such 
publications as ‘‘small entity 
compliance guides.’’ The agency shall 
explain the actions a small entity is 
required to take to comply with a rule 
or group of rules. As part of this 
rulemaking process, a letter to permit 
holders that also serves as small entity 
compliance guide (the guide) was 
prepared. Copies of this temporary rule 
are available from the Northeast 
Regional Office, and the guide, i.e., 
permit holder letter, will be sent to all 
holders of permits for the groundfish 
and monkfish fisheries. The guide and 
this temporary rule will be available 
upon request from the Regional 
Administrator (see ADDRESSES). 

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 648 

Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements. 

Dated: October 22, 2013. 

Alan D. Risenhoover, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
performing the functions and duties of the 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

For the reasons stated in the 
preamble, 50 CFR part 648 is amended 
as follows: 

PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE 
NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 648 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

■ 2. In § 648.94, suspend paragraph 
(b)(3)(i), and add paragraph (b)(3)(iv) to 
read as follows: 

§ 648.94 Monkfish possession and landing 
restrictions. 

* * * * * 
(b) * * * 
(3) * * * 
(iv) NFMA—(A) Category C and D 

vessels. Unless otherwise specified 
pursuant to paragraph (h) of this 
section, there is no monkfish landing 
limit for limited access monkfish 
Category C or D vessels that are fishing 
under a NE multispecies DAS 
exclusively in the NFMA. 

(B) Category F vessels. A limited 
access monkfish Category F vessel that 
is fishing under a NE multispecies DAS, 
and not a monkfish DAS, exclusively in 
the NFMA is subject to the incidental 
catch limit specified in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) of this section. 

(C) Vessels participating in the NE 
Multispecies Regular B DAS Program. 
Category C, D, F, G, and H vessels 
participating in the NE Multispecies 
Regular B DAS Program, as specified 
under § 648.85(b)(6), are subject to the 
incidental catch limit specified in 
paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this section. 
* * * * * 
[FR Doc. 2013–25265 Filed 10–24–13; 8:45 am] 
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical 
Area 630 in the Gulf of Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; modification of 
a closure. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed 
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area 
630 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This 
action is necessary to fully use the 2013 
total allowable catch of pollock in 
Statistical Area 630 of the GOA. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), October 22, 2013, through 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., November 1, 2013. 
Comments must be received at the 
following address no later than 4:30 
p.m., A.l.t., November 6, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified by NOAA– 
NMFS–2012–0180 by any of the 
following methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to 
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012- 
0180, click the ‘‘Comment Now!’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Address written comments to 
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn: 
Ellen Sebastian. Mail comments to P.O. 
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802–1668. 

• Fax: Address written comments to 
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn: 
Ellen Sebastian. Fax comments to 907– 
586–7557. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
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submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter 
‘‘N/A’’ in the required fields if you wish 
to remain anonymous). Attachments to 
electronic comments will be accepted in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF 
file formats only. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh 
Keaton, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679. 

The 2013 total allowable catch (TAC) 
of pollock in Statistical Area 630 of the 
GOA is 27,372 metric tons (mt) as 
established by the final 2013 and 2014 
harvest specifications for groundfish of 
the GOA (78 FR 13162, February 26, 
2013). The D season apportionment of 
the Statistical Area 630 pollock TAC is 
9,378 mt. 

In accordance with 
§ 679.20(a)(5)(iv)(B), the Administrator, 
Alaska Region, NMFS, (Regional 
Administrator) hereby reapportions 
1,876 mt of the C season underharvest 
of pollock in Statistical Area 610 to the 
D season apportionment of the 
Statistical Area 630 pollock TAC. 
Therefore, the revised D season 
allowance of the pollock TAC in 
Statistical Area 630 is 11,254 mt (9,378 
mt plus 1,876 mt) and the revised 2013 

TAC in Statistical Area 630 is 29,248 mt 
(27,372 mt plus 1,876 mt). 

NMFS closed directed fishing for 
pollock in Statistical Area 630 of the 
GOA under § 679.20(d)(1)(iii) on 
October 8, 2013 (78 FR 62005, October 
11, 2013). 

As of October 21, 2013, NMFS has 
determined that approximately 650 
metric tons of pollock remain in the 
directed fishing allowance for pollock in 
Statistical Area 630 of the GOA. 
Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.25(a)(1)(i), (a)(2)(i)(C), and 
(a)(2)(iii)(D), and to fully utilize the 
2013 TAC of pollock in Statistical Area 
630 of the GOA, NMFS is terminating 
the previous closure and is reopening 
directed fishing pollock in Statistical 
Area 630 of the GOA, effective 1200 hrs, 
A.l.t., October 22, 2013. 

The Administrator, Alaska Region 
(Regional Administrator) considered the 
following factors in reaching this 
decision: (1) The current catch of 
pollock in Statistical Area 630 of the 
GOA and, (2) the harvest capacity and 
stated intent on future harvesting 
patterns of vessels in participating in 
this fishery. 

Classification 

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. This requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 

interest as it would prevent NMFS from 
responding to the most recent fisheries 
data in a timely fashion and would 
delay the opening of the directed 
pollock fishery in Statistical Area 630 of 
the GOA. Immediate notification is 
necessary to allow for the orderly 
conduct and efficient operation of this 
fishery, to allow the industry to plan for 
the fishing season, and to avoid 
potential disruption to the fishing fleet 
and processors. NMFS was unable to 
publish a notice providing time for 
public comment because the most 
recent, relevant data only became 
available as of October 21, 2013. 

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

Without this inseason adjustment, 
NMFS could not allow pollock fishery 
in Statistical Area 630 of the GOA to be 
harvested in an expedient manner and 
in accordance with the regulatory 
schedule. Under § 679.25(c)(2), 
interested persons are invited to submit 
written comments on this action to the 
above address until November 6, 2013. 

This action is required by § 679.25 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: October 22, 2013. 
Kelly Denit, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2013–25135 Filed 10–22–13; 4:15 pm] 
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