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Committee (SESAC) serves in an ex- 
officio capacity on the Committee. The 
Committee assesses: 

• Trends and developments in the 
science and engineering of earthquake 
hazards reduction; 

• The effectiveness of NEHRP in 
performing its statutory activities; 

• Any need to revise NEHRP; and 
• The management, coordination, 

implementation, and activities of 
NEHRP. 

Background information on NEHRP 
and the Advisory Committee is available 
at http://nehrp.gov/. 

Pursuant to the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 
App., notice is hereby given that the 
ACEHR will hold an open meeting via 
teleconference on Thursday, January 10, 
2013, from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time. There will be no central 
meeting location. Interested members of 
the public will be able to participate in 
the meeting from remote locations by 
calling into a central phone number. 
The primary purpose of this meeting is 
to review the Committee’s draft letter 
report to the NIST Director. Any draft 
meeting materials will be posted prior to 
the meeting on the NEHRP Web site at 
http://nehrp.gov/. 

Individuals and representatives of 
organizations who would like to offer 
comments and suggestions related to the 
Committee’s affairs are invited to 
request detailed instructions on how to 
dial in from a remote location to 
participate in the meeting by contacting 
Michelle Harman. Michelle Harman’s 
email address is 
michelle.harman@nist.gov, and her 
phone number is 301–975–5324. 
Approximately 15 minutes will be 
reserved from 2:45 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time for public comments; 
speaking times will be assigned on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. The amount 
of time per speaker will be determined 
by the number of requests received, but 
is likely to be about three minutes each. 
Questions from the public will not be 
considered during this period. Speakers 
who wish to expand upon their oral 
statements, those who had wished to 
speak but could not be accommodated, 
and those who were unable to 
participate are invited to submit written 
statements to the ACEHR, NIST, 100 
Bureau Drive, MS 8604, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20899–8604, via fax at (301) 
975–4032, or electronically by email to 
info@nehrp.gov. 

All participants of the meeting are 
required to pre-register. Anyone wishing 
to participate must register by 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time, Monday, January 7, 2013, 
in order to be included. Please submit 
your full name, email address, and 

phone number to Michelle Harman. 
After registering, participants will be 
provided with detailed instructions on 
how to dial in from a remote location in 
order to participate. Michelle Harman’s 
email address is 
michelle.harman@nist.gov, and her 
phone number is (301) 975–5324. 

Dated: December 17, 2012. 
Willie E. May, 
Associate Director for Laboratory Programs. 
[FR Doc. 2012–30843 Filed 12–20–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 06048–XC401 

Endangered and Threatened Species; 
Take of Anadromous Fish 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of final determination 
and discussion of underlying biological 
analysis. 

SUMMARY: NMFS has evaluated the joint 
resource management plan (RMP), 
represented by five Hatchery and 
Genetic Management Plans (HGMPs), 
submitted by the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribe and the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife to NMFS pursuant 
to the limitation on take prohibitions for 
actions conducted under Limit 6 of the 
ESA 4(d) Rule for salmon and steelhead 
promulgated under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). The plans specify 
the propagation of five species of 
salmon and steelhead in the Elwha 
River of Washington state. This 
document serves to notify the public 
that NMFS, by delegated authority from 
the Secretary of Commerce, has 
determined pursuant to Limit 6 of the 
4(d) rule for salmon and steelhead that 
implementing and enforcing the RMP 
will not appreciably reduce the 
likelihood of survival and recovery of 
the Puget Sound Chinook salmon and 
Puget Sound steelhead. 
DATES: The final determination on the 
take limit was made on December 10, 
2012. 
ADDRESSES: Written responses to the 
determination should be sent to the 
Salmon Management Division, 1201 NE. 
Lloyd Boulevard, Suite 1100, Portland, 
OR 97232. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tim 
Tynan at (360) 753–9579 or email: 
tim.tynan@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

ESA-Listed Species Covered in This 
Notice 

Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha): Threatened, Puget Sound, 
naturally produced and artificially 
propagated. 

Steelhead (O. mykiss): Threatened, 
Puget Sound, naturally produced and 
artificially propagated. 

Background 
The plans describe hatchery 

operations intended to protect five 
species of salmon and steelhead (two of 
them ESA-listed) during the removal of 
two dams on the Elwha River, and 
subsequent propagation intended to 
enhance the rebuilding of those 
salmonids species. Four of the plans are 
submitted by the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribe, and one by the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW); the plans were developed 
jointly by the Tribe and the WDFW. 
NMFS has determined that 
implementing and enforcing the RMP 
will not appreciably reduce the 
likelihood of survival and recovery of 
ESA-listed Puget Sound Chinook 
salmon or Puget Sound steelhead. 

As required by § 223.203(b)(6) of the 
ESA 4(d) rule, NMFS must determine 
pursuant to 50 CFR 223.209 and 
pursuant to the government-to- 
government processes therein whether 
the RMP for Elwha River basin 
hatcheries would appreciably reduce 
the likelihood of survival and recovery 
of the Puget Sound Chinook Salmon 
ESU or Puget Sound Steelhead DPS. 
NMFS must take comments on how the 
RMP addresses the criteria in 
§ 223.203(b)(5) in making that 
determination. 

Discussion of the Biological Analysis 
Underlying the Determination 

The proposed hatchery activities 
described in the RMP are intended to 
conserve salmon and steelhead 
populations in the Elwha River basin 
during operations to remove two dams 
on the Elwha River, and for a period of 
time after the dams have been removed, 
as the environment improves. The RMP 
provides the framework through which 
the Tribal and the State of Washington 
can jointly manage Elwha River salmon 
and steelhead hatchery, monitoring, and 
evaluation activities while meeting 
requirements specified under the ESA. 
The proposed action covers continued 
operation of the five hatchery programs 
over the initial phases of fish restoration 
in the Elwha River—the preservation 
and recolonization phases—with 
transitions between phases gauged by 
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achievement of population viability 
parameters for listed Chinook salmon 
and steelhead. The programs would 
continue to be operated to minimize any 
impacts on genetic integrity of the 
natural salmon and steelhead 
populations while providing the 
intended benefits. The benefits include 
preserving and assisting in the 
recolonization of Elwha River salmon 
and steelhead during, and for a period 
following, dam removal when natural 
productivity conditions will be poor. 

The hatchery programs would add 
marine-derived nutrients to the aquatic 
and terrestrial ecosystems above Glines 
Canyon Dam, which have been 
inaccessible to salmon and steelhead 
since the early 1900s. The programs 
would increase total and natural-origin 
abundance and spatial structure of the 
Chinook salmon population as hatchery- 
origin fish return to spawn naturally 
with wild fish and new habitat becomes 
available. The hatchery programs would 
protect the Elwha River salmon and 
steelhead populations when turbidity 
levels are high and detrimental to 
natural-origin fish survival due to dam 
removal activities. The proposed plans 
are interrelated and interdependent 
through shared population preservation 
and recolonization objectives and 
effects, broodstock collection locations 
and actions, fish rearing and release 
sites, monitoring and evaluation actions, 
and funding sources. 

The RMP includes provisions for 
annual reports that will assess 
compliance with performance standards 
established through the RMP. Reporting 
and inclusion of new information 
derived from RMP research, monitoring, 
and evaluation activities provides 
assurance that performance standards 
will be achieved in future seasons. 
NMFS’ evaluation is available on the 
NMFS Northwest Region Web site at 
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov. 

Summary of Comments Received in 
Response to the Proposed Evaluation 
and Pending Determination 

NMFS published notice of its 
proposed evaluation and pending 
determination on the RMP for public 
review and comment on October 16, 
2012 (77 FR 63294). The proposed 
evaluation and pending determination 
and an associated draft environmental 
assessment were available for public 
review and comment for 30 days. 

NMFS received four sets of 
comments: Three from Tribal 
organizations and one on behalf of 
several environmental groups. Several 
comments were addressed in NMFS’ 
final Evaluation and Recommended 
Determination document, but no 

substantive changes to the RMP were 
required. A detailed summary of the 
comments and NMFS’ responses is also 
available on the NMFS Northwest 
Region Web site. Based on its evaluation 
and recommended determination and 
taking into account the public 
comments, NMFS issued its final 
determination on the Elwha River basin 
salmon and steelhead hatchery RMP. 

Authority 
Under section 4 of the ESA, the 

Secretary of Commerce is required to 
adopt such regulations as he deems 
necessary and advisable for the 
conservation of species listed as 
threatened. The ESA salmon and 
steelhead 4(d) rule (65 FR 42422, July 
10, 2000) specifies categories of 
activities that contribute to the 
conservation of listed salmonids and 
sets out the criteria for such activities. 
The rule further provides that the 
prohibitions of paragraph (a) of the rule 
do not apply to actions undertaken in 
compliance with an RMP developed 
jointly by the State of Washington and 
the Tribe and determined by NMFS to 
be in accordance with the salmon and 
steelhead 4(d) rule (65 FR 42422, July 
10, 2000). 

Dated: December 17, 2012. 
Angela Somma, 
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–30834 Filed 12–20–12; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Monkfish Advisory Panel on January 9, 
2013, to consider actions affecting New 
England fisheries in the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held at the Radisson Airport Hotel, 2081 
Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886; 
telephone: (401) 739–3000; fax: (401) 
732–9309. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
J. Howard, Executive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
Amendment 6 to the Monkfish Fishery 
Management Plan, the New England and 
Mid-Atlantic Councils are considering a 
range of possible changes to the 
management system, including 
modifications to the current system, 
incorporation of monkfish into 
groundfish sectors and/or individually 
transferrable quotas (ITQs). The 
Advisory Panel will review the 
Amendment 6 draft document, focusing 
on the section pertaining to 
modifications to the current days-at-sea 
(DAS) trip limit management system, 
including alternatives for establishing a 
monkfish DAS leasing program. The 
recommendations of the Advisory Panel 
will be forwarded to the Monkfish 
Committee which will meet at a later 
date. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
listed in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul 
J. Howard, Executive Director, at 978– 
465–0492, at least 5 days prior to the 
meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: December 17, 2012. 

Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–30708 Filed 12–20–12; 8:45 am] 
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