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Gary L. Nicholas (MI)
James G. Pitchford (OH)
Virgil R. Story (AR)
John A. Thomas, Jr. (NC)
Richard L. Totels (TX)
James B. Woolwine (VA)

The exemptions are extended subject
to the following conditions: (1) That
each individual has a physical
examination every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the requirements in
49 CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a
medical examiner who attests that the
individual is otherwise physically
qualified under 49 CFR 391.41; (2) that
each individual provides a copy of the
ophthalmologist’s or optometrist’s
report to the medical examiner at the
time of the annual medical examination;
and (3) that each individual provide a
copy of the annual medical certification
to the employer for retention in the
driver’s qualification file and retains a
copy of the certification on his/her
person while driving for presentation to
a duly authorized Federal, State, or local
enforcement official. Each exemption
will be valid for two years unless
rescinded earlier by FMCSA. The
exemption will be rescinded if: (1) The
person fails to comply with the terms
and conditions of the exemption; (2) the
exemption has resulted in a lower level
of safety than was maintained before it
was granted; or (3) continuation of the
exemption would not be consistent with
the goals and objectives of 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315.

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than two years from its approval date
and may be renewed upon application
for additional two year periods. In
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315, each of the 12 applicants has
satisfied the entry conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the vision
requirements (75 FR 69737; 76 FR
1499). Each of these 12 applicants has
requested renewal of the exemption and
has submitted evidence showing that
the vision in the better eye continues to
meet the requirement specified at 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10) and that the vision
impairment is stable. In addition, a
review of each record of safety while
driving with the respective vision
deficiencies over the past two years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption
requirements. These factors provide an
adequate basis for predicting each
driver’s ability to continue to drive
safely in interstate commerce.
Therefore, FMCSA concludes that

extending the exemption for each
renewal applicant for a period of two
years is likely to achieve a level of safety
equal to that existing without the
exemption.

Request for Comments

FMCSA will review comments
received at any time concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315. However, FMCSA requests that
interested parties with specific data
concerning the safety records of these
drivers submit comments by January 16,
2013.

FMCSA believes that the
requirements for a renewal of an
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315 can be satisfied by initially
granting the renewal and then
requesting and evaluating, if needed,
subsequent comments submitted by
interested parties. As indicated above,
the Agency previously published
notices of final disposition announcing
its decision to exempt these 12
individuals from the vision requirement
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10). The final
decision to grant an exemption to each
of these individuals was made on the
merits of each case and made only after
careful consideration of the comments
received to its notices of applications.
The notices of applications stated in
detail the qualifications, experience,
and medical condition of each applicant
for an exemption from the vision
requirements. That information is
available by consulting the above cited
Federal Register publications.

Interested parties or organizations
possessing information that would
otherwise show that any, or all, of these
drivers are not currently achieving the
statutory level of safety should
immediately notify FMCSA. The
Agency will evaluate any adverse
evidence submitted and, if safety is
being compromised or if continuation of
the exemption would not be consistent
with the goals and objectives of 49
U.S.C. 31136(e) and 31315, FMCSA will
take immediate steps to revoke the
exemption of a driver.

Issued on: November 28, 2012.
Larry W. Minor,
Associate Administrator for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2012-30287 Filed 12-14~12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-2006—-26066]
Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of renewal of
exemptions; request for comments.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to renew the exemptions from
the vision requirement in the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations for 27
individuals. FMCSA has statutory
authority to exempt individuals from
the vision requirement if the
exemptions granted will not
compromise safety. The Agency has
concluded that granting these
exemption renewals will provide a level
of safety that is equivalent to or greater
than the level of safety maintained
without the exemptions for these
commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers.

DATES: This decision is effective January
9, 2013. Comments must be received on
or before January 16, 2013.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
bearing the Federal Docket Management
System (FDMS) numbers: Docket No.
[FMCSA-2006-26066], using any of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
on-line instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: West
Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal Holidays.

e Fax:1-202—493-2251.

Instructions: Each submission must
include the Agency name and the
docket number for this notice. Note that
DOT posts all comments received
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information included in a
comment. Please see the Privacy Act
heading below.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments, go to http://
www.regulations.gov at any time or
Room W12-140 on the ground level of
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the West Building, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. The
Federal Docket Management System
(FDMS) is available 24 hours each day,
365 days each year. If you want
acknowledgment that we received your
comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard or print the acknowledgement
page that appears after submitting
comments on-line.

Privacy Act: Anyone may search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or of the person signing the
comment, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
You may review DOT’s Privacy Act
Statement for the FDMS published in
the Federal Register on January 17,
2008 (73 FR 3316), or you may visit
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/
E8-785.pdf.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Elaine M. Papp, Chief, Medical
Programs Division, 202—-366—4001,
fmesamedical@dot.gov, FMCSA,
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Room W64
224, Washington, DC 20590-0001.
Office hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and 31315,
FMCSA may renew an exemption from
the vision requirements in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10), which applies to drivers
of CMVs in interstate commerce, for a
two-year period if it finds “such
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety that is equivalent to or greater
than the level that would be achieved
absent such exemption.” The
procedures for requesting an exemption
(including renewals) are set out in 49
CFR part 381.

Exemption Decision

This notice addresses 27 individuals
who have requested renewal of their
exemptions in accordance with FMCSA
procedures. FMCSA has evaluated these
27 applications for renewal on their
merits and decided to extend each
exemption for a renewable two-year
period. They are:

Dennis M. Boggs (OH)
David L. Cattoor (NV)
Cesar A. Cruz (IL)

Arthur Dolengewicz (NY)
Wayne A. Elkins, II (OH)
Barry J. Ferdinando (NH)

Guadalupe J. Hernandez (IN)
Richard G. Isenhart (WV)
Damir Kocijan (FL)

Robert T. Lantry (MA)
John W. Laskey (NH)
Kenneth Liuzza (LA)
Samson B. Margison (OH)
Michael W. McClain (CO)
Terrence L. McKinney (TX)
Ellis T. McKneely (LA)
Dennis N. McQuiston (WA)
Garth R. Mero (VT)

Ronald C. Morris (NV)
Kenneth E. Parrott (MO)
Steven M. Scholfield (KY)
Randal C. Schmude (WI)
Dennis J. Smith (CO)
David C. Stitt (KS)

Kevin L. Truxell (FL)
Bruce A. Walker (WI)

Lee A. Wiltjer (IL)

The exemptions are extended subject
to the following conditions: (1) That
each individual has a physical
examination every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the requirements in
49 CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a
medical examiner who attests that the
individual is otherwise physically
qualified under 49 CFR 391.41; (2) that
each individual provides a copy of the
ophthalmologist’s or optometrist’s
report to the medical examiner at the
time of the annual medical examination;
and (3) that each individual provide a
copy of the annual medical certification
to the employer for retention in the
driver’s qualification file and retains a
copy of the certification on his/her
person while driving for presentation to
a duly authorized Federal, State, or local
enforcement official. Each exemption
will be valid for two years unless
rescinded earlier by FMCSA. The
exemption will be rescinded if: (1) The
person fails to comply with the terms
and conditions of the exemption; (2) the
exemption has resulted in a lower level
of safety than was maintained before it
was granted; or (3) continuation of the
exemption would not be consistent with
the goals and objectives of 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315.

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than two years from its approval date
and may be renewed upon application
for additional two year periods. In
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315, each of the 27 applicants has
satisfied the entry conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the vision
requirements (71 FR 63379; 72 FR 1051;
73 FR 78423; 75 FR 79083). Each of
these 27 applicants has requested

renewal of the exemption and has
submitted evidence showing that the
vision in the better eye continues to
meet the requirement specified at 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10) and that the vision
impairment is stable. In addition, a
review of each record of safety while
driving with the respective vision
deficiencies over the past two years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption
requirements.

These factors provide an adequate
basis for predicting each driver’s ability
to continue to drive safely in interstate
commerce. Therefore, FMCSA
concludes that extending the exemption
for each renewal applicant for a period
of two years is likely to achieve a level
of safety equal to that existing without
the exemption.

Request for Comments

FMCSA will review comments
received at any time concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315. However, FMCSA requests that
interested parties with specific data
concerning the safety records of these
drivers submit comments by January 16,
2013.

FMCSA believes that the
requirements for a renewal of an
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315 can be satisfied by initially
granting the renewal and then
requesting and evaluating, if needed,
subsequent comments submitted by
interested parties. As indicated above,
the Agency previously published
notices of final disposition announcing
its decision to exempt these 27
individuals from the vision requirement
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10). The final
decision to grant an exemption to each
of these individuals was made on the
merits of each case and made only after
careful consideration of the comments
received to its notices of applications.
The notices of applications stated in
detail the qualifications, experience,
and medical condition of each applicant
for an exemption from the vision
requirements. That information is
available by consulting the above cited
Federal Register publications.

Interested parties or organizations
possessing information that would
otherwise show that any, or all, of these
drivers are not currently achieving the
statutory level of safety should
immediately notify FMCSA. The
Agency will evaluate any adverse
evidence submitted and, if safety is
being compromised or if continuation of
the exemption would not be consistent
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with the goals and objectives of 49
U.S.C. 31136(e) and 31315, FMCSA will
take immediate steps to revoke the
exemption of a driver.

Issued on: November 28, 2012.
Larry W. Minor,
Associate Administrator for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2012-30292 Filed 12—14-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2012-0087]

Notice of Application for Approval of
Discontinuance or Modification of a
Railroad Signal System

In accordance with Part 235 of Title
49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
and Title 49 U.S.C. 20502(a), this
document provides the public notice
that by a document dated October 31,
2012, the Norfolk Southern Corporation
(NS) has petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) seeking approval
for the discontinuance or modification
of a signal system. FRA assigned the
petition docket number FRA-2012—
0087.

Applicant: Norfolk Southern
Corporation, Mr. Brian Sykes, Chief
Engineer C&S Engineering, 1200
Peachtree Street NE., Atlanta, Georgia
30309.

NS seeks approval of the proposed
discontinuance of automatic signals
within traffic control signal (TCS)
territory and the installation of a cab
signal system without wayside signals
on the NS Pittsburgh Line, from
Harrisburg, Milepost (MP) PT 104.90 to
Pittsburgh, PA, MP PT 353.35. All
existing automatic signals on this line
will be retired. The discontinuance will
include automatic signals: PT 107.5, PT
116.1, PT 121.3, PT 124.1, PT 126.4, PT
128.6, PT 131.5, PT 135.75, PT 137.7,
PT 139.8, PT 142.3, 146.8, PT 148.7 PT
151.1, PT 155.7, PT 157.8, PT 162.7, PT
167.2,PT 172.1, PT 174.6, PT 176.9, PT
182.2, PT 184.4, PT 186.7, PT 188.9, PT
193.9, PT 196.2, PT 198.1, PT 200.2, PT
204.9, PT 206.75, PT 209.0, PT 211.1,
PT 215.7, PT 218.6, PT 221.3, PT 225.0,
PT 228.0, PT 230.0, PT 234.0, PT 238.5,
PT 239.4, PT 240.7, PT 241.6, PT 242.7,
PT 245.6, PT 246.3, PT 249.5, PT 252.5,
PT 254.8, PT 256.8, PT 257.1, PT 259.0,
PT 261.1, PT 263.8, PT 268.5, PT271.3,
PT 275.3,PT 277.1, PT 280.6, PT 283.1,
PT 286.7, PT 292.7, PT 294.5, PT 296.4,
PT 298.3, PT 302.5, PT 304.4, PT 307.4,
PT 310.2, PT 315.1, PT 318.6, PT 312.7,
PT 328.4, PT 330.4, PT 332.6, PT 334.6,
PT 343.0, PT 345.2, PT 350.2

The installation of cab signals without
wayside signals will include “block
clear” signals at all control points in
event of an onboard cab signal failure en
route.

The reasons given for the proposed
changes is that the installation of cab
signals without wayside signals will
improve train operations and will
facilitate the installation of Positive
Train Control on the Pittsburgh Line.

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov and in person at
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
(DOT) Docket Operations Facility, 1200
New Jersey Ave. SE., W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590. The Docket
Operations Facility is open from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal Holidays.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA, in writing, before
the end of the comment period and
specify the basis for their request.

All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number and may be
submitted by any of the following
methods:

e Web site: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:202—-493-2251.

e Mail: Docket Operations Facility,
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., W12—-140,
Washington, DC 20590.

e Hand Delivery: 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590, between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal Holidays.

Communications received by January
31, 2013 will be considered by FRA
before final action is taken. Comments
received after that date will be
considered as far as practicable.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of any written
communications and comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78).

Issued in Washington, DC, on December
10, 2012.

Robert C. Lauby,

Deputy Associate Administrator for
Regulatory and Legislative Operations.

[FR Doc. 2012-30241 Filed 12-14-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration

[Docket Number FRA-2012-0088]

Petition for Waiver of Compliance

In accordance with Part 211 of Title
49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
this document provides the public
notice that by a document dated
November 13, 2012, the San Diego
Trolley Incorporated (SDTI) has
petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) for a waiver of
compliance from certain provisions of
the Federal railroad safety regulations
contained at 49 CFR 213.57—Curves;
elevation and speed limitations. FRA
has assigned the petition Docket
Number FRA-2012-0088.

SDTI seeks a waiver of compliance
from provisions regarding cant
deficiency contained at 49 CFR 213.57.
Cant deficiency is a technical term
describing the imbalance of inner and
outer wheel loads when a rail vehicle
traverses a curve. With the right
combination of speed, curvature, and
superelevation (the amount the outer
rail is elevated above the inner rail), the
loads on both inner and outer wheels
will be equal, i.e. balanced. The curving
speed corresponding to this balanced
state is referred to as balance speed. At
higher than the balance speed, the
centrifugal force will cause the outer
wheel load to increase and the inner
wheel load to decrease. The
manifestation of this load imbalance is
that a lateral throw will be sustained by
the passengers when the vehicle is
traversing the curve. To counter the
imbalance, the superelevation on the
curve would have to be increased. The
necessary amount of the increase in
superelevation is the amount of cant
deficiency.

SDTI intends to operate its SD100 and
S70 light rail vehicles (LRV) on curves
at speeds that will generate a cant
deficiency up to, but not more than, 6
inches; but no more than the maximum
authorized speed.

In support of its petition, STDI has
submitted a report for a cant deficiency
dynamic test that is to demonstrate that
the LRVs can safely be operated at the
requested 6 inches cant deficiency.
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