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Well Pumping Volume. The applicant 
would continue daily monitoring and 
recording of groundwater withdrawals 
through the North Fork wells (pumping 
volumes in acre feet). Combined with 
precipitation and streamflow records 
over time, this metric would be used to 
develop an additional reliable indicator 
for modeling anticipated effects of 
groundwater withdrawals on surface 
resources within the NFEC basin. 

An initial threshold of 900 cumulative 
acre feet over any 3 consecutive water 
years (300 acre feet per year) would 
trigger a review by the Forest Service of 
the current thresholds and mitigations 
at maintaining or improving surface 
resource conditions. This threshold is 
based on current modeling of the 
average groundwater recharge rate, after 
subtracting other known and assumed 
water losses from the NFEC system. If 
analysis results indicate that current 
thresholds and mitigations are not 
sufficient to maintain surface resource 
conditions, management of groundwater 
withdrawals would be adjusted to 
provide additional protections against 
further degradation of riparian and other 
surface resources within the NFEC 
basin. 

Adjustments in Management of Water 
Withdrawals. Every 5 years that the 
permit is in effect, or when triggered by 
exceeding the water withdrawal 
threshold described above, the Forest 
Service would evaluate and document 
monitoring results to determine 
effectiveness of the adaptive strategy 
and determine whether an adjustment to 
the parameters of this adaptive 
management strategy are warranted. 

• Based on the 5-year evaluations, the 
Forest Service may relax or further 
restrict specific parameters of this 
adaptive management strategy, with 
modification to the permit. 

• Adjusting these parameters would 
be based on Forest Service 
determinations of the extent to which 
the North Fork well operations are 
consistent with the purpose and need 
and identified management objectives. 

Adaptive management adjustments 
currently under consideration include: 
Limitations on groundwater withdrawal 
rates; cessation of pumping for short 
periods; and/or surface flow 
augmentation. These groundwater 
management options are a preliminary 
list being considered at this stage of 
planning; they may be revised as more 
analysis and evaluation is conducted 
during preparation of the EIS. 

Possible Alternatives 
No Pumping Alternative: The Forest 

Service would not issue a new permit 
for the applicant’s North Fork well 

operations and maintenance; the use of 
these wells would no longer be 
authorized and would be discontinued. 

No Action (No Change) Alternative: 
The Forest Service would issue a new 
permit for the applicant’s North Fork 
well operations and maintenance with 
no change in existing well pumping 
operations; there would be no specific 
stipulations or limitations on well 
operations and the permit would be 
issued under the same terms, 
conditions, and history of water use that 
has been in operation since 1988. 

Stream Augmentation Alternative: 
This alternative, suggested by the 
applicant, would be essentially the same 
as the proposed action previously 
described, with one main difference. 
Exceeding the thresholds previously 
described for streamflows, water table 
depths, and riparian vegetation would 
trigger augmentation of streamflow by 
pumping groundwater into the North 
Fork of Eagle Creek stream channel to 
mitigate adverse impacts to surface 
resources. 

Responsible Official 
The Forest Supervisor of the Lincoln 

National Forest is the deciding officer 
for this project. The Forest Supervisor 
will issue a Record of Decision at the 
conclusion of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process, and after evaluating public 
comments received on the Draft EIS. 

Decision Framework 
The Forest Service is the lead agency 

for the project. Based on the results of 
the NEPA analysis and consideration of 
public comments, the Forest Supervisor 
will authorize implementation of one of 
the following: (1) The agency’s proposed 
action, including the adaptive 
management strategy and any mitigation 
necessary to minimize or avoid adverse 
impacts; or (2) an alternative way to 
meet the purpose and need for action, 
including any applicable adaptive 
management strategy or other mitigation 
necessary to minimize or avoid adverse 
impacts; or (3) the No Action/No 
Change alternative or the No Pumping 
alternative. 

Preliminary Issues 
The main issue to be addressed is the 

effect that the proposed continuation of 
well pumping may have on hydrologic 
resources (surface water and 
groundwater) in the North Fork Basin, 
including potential cumulative effects 
downstream in the larger Eagle Creek 
watershed. Other issues identified thus 
far include effects of well pumping on 
aquatic habitat and fish (particularly 
brook trout), downstream recreational 

use (public use of streams for streamside 
recreation, fishing, and wildlife 
viewing), riparian vegetation condition, 
and municipal water supply. 

Scoping Process 
This notice of intent initiates the 

scoping process, which guides 
development of this EIS. To assist the 
Forest Service in identifying and 
considering concerns about the possible 
consequences (effects) of the proposed 
action or possible alternatives being 
considered, comments should be as 
specific as possible. A public open 
house will be held at the Ruidoso 
Middle School (123 Warrior Drive, 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345) on 
Thursday, February 17 from 5 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Forest Service staff will be on 
hand to meet with the public, answer 
questions, and discuss the project and 
process. Comments may be submitted at 
the meeting, by e-mail, fax or letter 
within the 45-day scoping period. 

It is important that reviewers provide 
comments at such times and in such a 
way that they are useful to the Agency’s 
preparation of the EIS. Therefore, 
comments should be provided prior to 
the close of the scoping period and 
should clearly articulate the reviewer’s 
concerns and contentions. Comments, 
however, are welcome throughout the 
planning process. 

Comments received in response to 
this solicitation, including names and 
addresses of commenters, will be part of 
the public record for this proposed 
action. Comments submitted 
anonymously will be accepted and 
considered; however, anonymous 
commenters will have no standing to 
participate in subsequent administrative 
review or judicial review. 

Dated: January 27, 2011. 
Robert G. Trujillo, 
Forest Supervisor, Lincoln National Forest. 
[FR Doc. 2011–2371 Filed 2–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Madera County Resource Advisory 
Committee 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Madera County Resource 
Advisory Committee will be meeting in 
North Fork, California on February 16th, 
February 23, 2011 and March 9th, 2011, 
and if necessary on March 16th, 2011. 
The purpose of these meetings will be 
to discuss and then vote on submitted 
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proposals for funding as authorized 
under the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 (Pub. L. 110–343) for expenditure 
of Payments to States Madera County 
Title II funds. 
DATES: The meetings will be held on 
February 16th, February 23, 2011 and 
March 9th, 2011, and if necessary on 
March 16th, 2011, from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in North Fork, CA. 
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at 
the Bass Lake Ranger District, 57003 
Road 225, North Fork, California 93643. 
Send written comments to Julie Roberts, 
Madera County Resource Advisory 
Committee Coordinator, c/o Sierra 
National Forest, Bass Lake Ranger 
District, at the above address, or 
electronically to jaroberts@fs.fed.us. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
Roberts, Madera County Resource 
Advisory Committee Coordinator, (559) 
877–2218 ext. 3159. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
meetings are open to the public. 
Committee discussion is limited to 
Forest Service staff and Committee 
members. However, persons who wish 
to bring Payments to States Madera 
County Title II project matters to the 
attention of the Committee may file 
written statements with the Committee 
staff before or after the meetings. 

Dated: January 24, 2011. 
Dave Martin, 
District Ranger. 
[FR Doc. 2011–2429 Filed 2–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Notice of Southwest Idaho Resource 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(Pub. L. 92–463) and under the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000, as amended, 
(Pub. L. 110–343), the Boise, Payette, 
Salmon-Challis, and Sawtooth National 
Forests’ Southwest Idaho Resource 
Advisory Committee will conduct a 
business meeting. The meeting is open 
to the public. 
DATES: Thursday, February 17, 2011, 
beginning at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game Headquarters, Trophy Room, 
600 South Walnut Street, Boise, ID 
83712. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda 
topics will include review and approval 
of project proposals, and is an open 
public forum. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Pierson, Designated Federal Official, at 
(208) 347–0301 or e-mail 
kpierson@fs.fed.us. 

Dated: January 27, 2011. 
Suzanne C. Rainville, 
Forest Supervisor, Payette National Forest. 
[FR Doc. 2011–2431 Filed 2–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Dixie Resource Advisory Committee 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 

ACTION: Notice of meetings. 

SUMMARY: The Dixie Resource Advisory 
Committee will meet in Cedar City, 
Utah. The committee is meeting as 
authorized under the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act (Pub. L. 110–343) 
and in compliance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act. The purpose 
of this meeting is to make 
recommendations for Title II projects. 

DATES: Wednesday, March 2, 2011; 
Wednesday, March 16, 2011. 

ADDRESSES: Both meetings will be held 
at Paiute Tribe of Utah Headquarters, 
440 North Paiute Drive (200 East), Cedar 
City, Utah. The public is invited to 
attend the meetings. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kenton Call, RAC Coordinator, Dixie 
National Forest, (435) 865–3730; e-mail: 
ckcall@fs.fed.us. Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, Monday through Friday. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
meeting is open to the public. The 
following business will be conducted: 
(1) Welcome and committee 
introductions; (2) Review of category 
voting from previous meeting; (3) RAC 
discussion project recommendations; 
and (4) Public comment on any 
propopals. Persons who wish to bring 
related matters to the attention of the 
Committee may file written statements 
with the Committee staff before or after 
the meeting. Public input will be 
accepted by the RAC during the 
meetings. 

Dated: January 28, 2011. 
Robert G. MacWhorter, 
Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Doc. 2011–2432 Filed 2–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Kenai Peninsula-Anchorage Borough 
Resource Advisory Committee 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Kenai Peninsula- 
Anchorage Borough Resource Advisory 
Committee will meet in Portage Valley, 
Alaska. The committee is meeting as 
authorized under the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act (Pub. L. 110–343) 
and in compliance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act. The purpose 
of the meeting is to review and 
recommend proposed projects. 
DATES: The meeting will be held 
February 26, 2011 at 10 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will take place 
at the Begich Boggs Visitor’s Center, 800 
Portage Lake Loop, Portage, AK 99587. 

Send written comments to Kenai 
Peninsula-Anchorage Borough Resource 
Advisory Committee, c/o USDA Forest 
Service, P.O. Box 390, Seward, AK 
99664 or electronically to 
slatimer@fs.fed.us. 

All comments, including names and 
addresses when provided, are placed in 
the record and are available for public 
inspection and copying. The public may 
inspect comments received at Seward 
Ranger District Office, 334 4th Ave., 
Seward, AK 99664. Visitors are 
encouraged to call ahead to Stephanie 
Latimer 907–224–4103 to facilitate entry 
into the building. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Travis Moseley, Designated Federal 
Official, c/o USDA Forest Service, P.O. 
Box 390, Seward, AK 99664, telephone 
(907) 288–7730. 

Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, Monday through Friday. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
meeting is open to the public. The 
following business will be conducted: 
Reviewing and recommending proposed 
projects. Persons who wish to bring 
related matters to the attention of the 
Committee may file written statements 
with the Committee staff before or after 
the meeting. Public input sessions will 
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