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expand upon their oral statements,
those who had wished to speak but
could not be accommodated, and those
who were unable to participate are
invited to submit written statements to
the ACEHR, National Institute of
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau
Drive, MS 8604, Gaithersburg, Maryland
20899-8604, via fax at (301) 975-5433,
or electronically by e-mail to
info@nehrp.gov.

Dated: November 29, 2010.
Harry S. Hertz,
Director, Baldrige Performance Excellence
Program.
[FR Doc. 2010-30377 Filed 12—2-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XA072

Marine Mammals; File No. 15488

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources, Wildlife Resources Division
[Responsible Party: Dan Forster], has
applied in due form for a permit to
conduct research on North Atlantic right
whales (Eubalaena glacialis).

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
January 3, 2011.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 15488 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 713-2289; fax (301) 713—0376; and
Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, FL
33701; phone (727) 824-5312; fax (727)
824-5309.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, at the address listed above.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713-0376, or by e-
mail to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.
Please include the File No. in the
subject line of the e-mail comment.
Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division at the address listed
above. The request should set forth the
specific reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kristy Beard or Carrie Hubard, (301)
713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR 222-226).

Permit No. 15488 would authorize
harassment of North Atlantic right
whales off the coast of Georgia, Florida,
and South Carolina. Annual activities
would include aerial surveys and close
approach by vessel to collect right
whale photo-identification and
behavioral data from up to 350 whales.
An additional 50 adult or juvenile
whales and 20 whales older than one
month would be approached by vessel
to collect photo-identification and
behavioral data and skin/blubber biopsy
samples. The purpose of the research is
to monitor North Atlantic right whale
population status, demographics,
habitat and anthropogenic impacts. Up
to 350 bottlenose (Tursiops truncatus)
and 200 Atlantic spotted dolphins
(Stenella frontalis) would be harassed
incidental to research. The permit
would be valid for five years.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a draft
environmental assessment (EA) has
been prepared to examine whether
significant environmental impacts could
result from issuance of the proposed
scientific research permit. The draft EA
is available for review and comment
simultaneous with the scientific
research permit application.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: November 30, 2010.
P. Michael Payne,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2010-30401 Filed 12—2-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XA008

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
Exempted Fishing, Scientific Research,
Display, and Chartering Permits;
Letters of Acknowledgment

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of intent; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces its intent to
issue Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs),
Scientific Research Permits (SRPs),
Display Permits, Letters of
Acknowledgment (LOAs), and
Chartering Permits for the collection of
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
(HMS) in 2011. In general, EFPs and
related permits would authorize
collection of a limited number of tunas,
swordfish, billfishes, and sharks from
Federal waters in the Atlantic Ocean,
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico for
the purposes of scientific data collection
and public display. Chartering permits
allow the collection of HMS on the high
seas or in the Exclusive Economic Zone
of other nations. Generally, these
permits will be valid from the date of
issuance through December 31, 2011,
unless otherwise specified, subject to
the terms and conditions of individual
permits.

DATES: Written comments on these
activities received in response to this
notice will be considered by NMFS
when issuing EFPs and related permits
and must be received on or before
January 3, 2011.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted by any of the following
methods:

e E-mail: HMSEFP.2011@noaa.gov.
Include in the subject line the following
identifier: 0648—XA008.

e Mail: Craig Cockrell, Highly
Migratory Species Management Division
(F/SF1), NMFS, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.

e Fax:(301) 713—-1917.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Cockrell, phone: (301) 713-2347,
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fax: (301) 713-1917, or Jackie Wilson at
(240) 338-3936.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Issuance
of EFPs and related permits are
necessary for the collection of HMS for
public display and scientific research
that is exempt from regulations (e.g.,
seasons, prohibited species, authorized
gear, and minimum sizes) that may
prohibit the collection of live animals or
biological samples. Collection for
scientific research and display
represents a small portion of the overall
fishing mortality for HMS, and this
mortality is counted against the quota of
the species harvested. The terms and
conditions of individual permits are
unique; however, all permits will
include reporting requirements, limit
the number and species of HMS to be
collected, and only authorize collection
in Federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean,
Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean Sea.
EFPs and related permits are issued
under the authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C. 1801
et seq.) and/or the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act (ATCA) (16 U.S.C. 971
et seq.). Regulations at 50 CFR 600.745
and 50 CFR 635.32 govern scientific
research activity, exempted fishing,
chartering arrangements, and exempted
educational activities with respect to
Atlantic HMS. Since the Magnuson-
Stevens Act does not consider scientific
research to be “fishing,” scientific
research is exempt from this statute, and
NMEFS does not issue EFPs for bona fide
research activities (e.g., research
conducted from a research vessel and
not a commercial or recreational fishing
vessel) involving species that are only
regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (e.g., most species of sharks) and not
under ATCA. NMFS requests copies of
scientific research plans for these
activities and indicates concurrence by
issuing a LOA to researchers to indicate
that the proposed activity meets the
definition of research and is therefore
exempt from regulation. Examples of
research conducted under LOAs include
tagging and releasing of sharks during
bottom longline surveys to understand
the distribution and seasonal abundance
of different shark species, and collecting
and sampling sharks caught during
trawl surveys for life history studies.
Scientific research is not exempt from
regulation under ATCA. NMFS issues
SRPs for collection of species managed
under this statute (e.g., tunas, swordfish,
billfish, and some species of sharks),
which authorize researchers to collect
HMS from bona fide research vessels.
One example of research conducted

under SRPs consists of scientific
surveys of HMS conducted from the
NOAA research vessels. EFPs are issued
to researchers collecting ATCA-
managed species and conducting
research from commercial or
recreational fishing vessels. NMFS
regulations concerning the implantation
or attachment of archival tags in
Atlantic HMS require scientists to report
their activities associated with these
tags. Examples of research conducted
under EFPs include deploying pop-up
satellite archival tags on billfish, sharks,
and tunas to determine migration
patterns of these species; conducting
billfish larval tows to determine billfish
habitat use, life history, and population
structure; and determining catch rates
and gear characteristics of the swordfish
buoy gear fishery.

NMEFS is also seeking public comment
on its intent to issue Display Permits for
the collection of sharks and other HMS
for public display in 2010. Collection of
sharks and other HMS sought for public
display in aquaria often involves
collection when the commercial fishing
seasons are closed, collection of
otherwise prohibited species, and
collection of fish below the minimum
size for recreational permit holders.
NMEFS established a 60-metric ton (mt)
whole weight (ww) (approximately
3,000 sharks) quota for the public
display and research of sharks
(combined) in the final Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic
Tunas, Swordfish, and Sharks (1999
FMP). The quotas available for scientific
research and public display of sandbar
and dusky sharks were modified in
Amendment 2 to the 2006 Consolidated
HMS FMP (June 24, 2008, 73 FR 35778;
corrected on July 15, 2008 73 FR 40658)
in light of the results of recent stock
assessments. The public display and
scientific research quotas for sandbar
sharks are now limited to 2.78 mt ww
(2 mt dressed weight (dw)): 1.39 mt ww
for public display and 1.39 mt ww for
scientific research. Furthermore,
Amendment 2 to the 2006 Consolidated
HMS FMP limited dusky shark
collection to bona fide scientific
research and prohibits dusky shark
collection for public display. The rule
did not modify the overall 60 mt ww
quota; rather, it adjusted the proportion
of the quota allocated to sandbar and
dusky sharks. These quotas have been
analyzed in conjunction with other
sources of mortality under Amendment
2 to the 2006 Consolidated HMS FMP,
and NMFS has determined that
harvesting this amount for public
display will not have a significant
impact on the stocks. The number of

sharks harvested for display and
research has remained under the annual
60 mt ww quota every year since
establishment of the quota. In 2009,
approximately 69 percent of the sharks
authorized for public display and
scientific research purposes were
actually harvested or discarded dead.
Amendment 3 to the 2006 Consolidated
HMS FMP also established a separate
set-aside quota for smoothhounds (i.e.,
smooth dogfish and Florida
smoothhounds) taken for research
purposes. As of 2012, federal
regulations regarding smoothhounds
will go into effect, and therefore,
scientific research or exempted fishing
permits may be required for research
involving smoothhounds. A separate
set-aside of 6 mt ww (4.3 mt dw)
annually was established, which was
based on the estimates of maximum
yearly smoothhound takes for research
from 1999-2009. This set-aside does not
change the overall 60 mt ww quota for
the public display and research of
sharks and will be in effect in 2012.

NMFS may also consider applications
for bycatch reduction research in closed
areas of the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of
Mexico, and Caribbean Sea to test gear
modifications and fishing techniques
aimed to avoid incidental capture of
non-target species. These permits may
require further National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) analyses. NMFS will
seek additional public comment on
these applications, as necessary, unless
the research is being conducted from
bona fide scientific research vessels. For
example, NMFS is considering the
creation of an electronic monitoring
(EM) pilot program that could allow
commercial fishing vessels outfitted
with EM gear to conduct limited fishing
trips inside closed areas to test the
effectiveness of such a system as a
means of monitoring bycatch. If NMFS
decides to move forward with such a
program, NMFS would provide the
public with an opportunity to comment,
as necessary and appropriate.

On January 3, 2008, NMFS announced
a final decision to issue EFPs to conduct
research in portions of the East Florida
Coast (EFC) and Charleston Bump
closed areas using a limited number of
pelagic longline (PLL) vessels. The goals
of the research are to collect baseline
data in closed areas under current PLL
fishery conditions; evaluate existing
PLL bycatch reduction measures; and
collect data to examine the effectiveness
of existing PLL area closures to meet
current conservation and harvesting
goals. As part of this research, NMFS
issued EFPs to three PLL vessels, only
two of which may fish at any one time,
to conduct 289 PLL sets consisting of
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500, 18/0 non-offset circle hooks each,
over a 12-month period. One-half of the
sets will be made inside the closed areas
and one-half of the sets will be made
outside of the closed areas. All
participating vessels are required to
carry NMFS-certified observers. This
research concluded on September 30,
2010, and a final report is forthcoming.
NMFS does not intend to issue any
additional permits as a result of this
research.

Comments are also requested on the
issuance of Chartering Permits to U.S.
vessels fishing for HMS while operating
under chartering arrangements. A
chartering arrangement is a contract or
agreement between a U.S. vessel owner
and a foreign entity by which the
control, use, or services of a vessel are
secured for a period of time for fishing
for Atlantic HMS. Before fishing under
a chartering arrangement, the owner of
the U.S. fishing vessel must apply for a
Chartering Permit. The vessel chartering
regulations can be found at 50 CFR
635.5(a)(5) and 635.32(e).

In addition, Amendment 2 to the 2006
Consolidated HMS FMP implemented a
shark research fishery. This research
fishery is conducted under the auspices
of the exempted fishing program.
Research fishery permit holders assist

NMFS in collecting valuable shark life
history data and data for future shark
stock assessments. Fishermen must fill
out an application for a shark research
permit under the exempted fishing
program to participate in the shark
research fishery. Shark research fishery
participants are subject to 100 percent
observer coverage in addition to other
terms and conditions. A Federal
Register notice describing the objectives
for the shark research fishery in 2011
published on September 20, 2010 (75 FR
57259).

The authorized number of species for
2010, as well as the number of
specimens collected in 2009, is
summarized in Table 1. The number of
specimens collected in 2010 will be
available when all 2010 interim and
annual reports are submitted to NMFS.
In 2009, the number of specimens
collected was less than the number of
authorized specimens for most permit
types, with the exception of the number
of larvae collected under billfish
exempted fishing permits, and sharks
taken under SRPs. It is difficult to
control the quantity of larvae that may
be collected when sampling fish larvae.
However, the impacts of these
collections on fish populations are not

expected to be significant given the high
level of natural mortality of fish larvae.
As for sharks taken under SRPs, 550 of
the sharks taken were Atlantic
sharpnose sharks collected during
research trips using longline gear; it is
also difficult to control the number and
species of animals collected when using
this gear type. However, as Atlantic
sharpnose sharks were not found to be
overfished nor have overfishing
occurring during its most recent stock
assessment in 2007, these collections
are not expected to have any impacts on
Atlantic sharpnose populations.

In all cases, mortality associated with
an EFP, SRP, Display, or LOA (except
for larvae) is counted against the
appropriate quota. NMFS issued a total
of 25 EFPs, SRPs, Display Permits, and
LOAs in 2009 for the collection of HMS.
As of October 2010, NMFS has issued a
total of 21 EFPs, SRPs, Display Permits,
and LOAs. These do not include permits
that were issued for research related to
the Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. To date, an
additional nine permits and/or
amendments to permits already issued
under the exempted fishing program
have been issued for research related to
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

TABLE 1—SUMMARY OF HMS EXEMPTED PERMITS ISSUED IN 2009 AND 2010. “HMS” REFERS TO MULTIPLE SPECIES
BEING COLLECTED UNDER A GIVEN PERMIT TYPE

2009 2010
" ) Fish kept/ ) :
: Authorized Authorized h . Authorized Authorized
Permit type IiDSeSrLr;rg:js fish larvae dlsg:;ged Lal’(\ﬁljemlgept izsel:r:('jti fish larvae
(Num) (Num) (Num) (Num) (Num)
EFP:
HMS ............. 6 1,273 0 6 0 1 454 0
Shark ..... 4 304 0 0 0 8 755 0
TTuna ... 4 395 0 4 0 5 295 0
1Billfish .......... 1 20 1,000 0 4,300 2 0 1,000
SRP:
Shark ............. 4 454 0 812 0 1 140 0
Display:
HMS ............. 2 135 0 33 0 2 1537 0
Shark ..... 4 140 0 13 0 2 107 0
Total ....... 25 2,721 1,000 868 4,300 21 1,904 1,000
LOA™:
Shark ............ 5 3,025 0 966 0 6 4,140 0

*LOAs are issued for bona fide scientific research activities involving non-ATCA managed species (e.g., most species of sharks). Collections
made under an LOA are not authorized; rather this estimated harvest for research is acknowledged by NMFS. Permitees are encouraged to re-

port all fishing activities in a timely manner.

1The number of animals and larvae authorized under 2009 Tuna and Billfish EFPs was erroneously published in the 2009 notice (74 FR
61105, November 23, 2009). The correct number of authorizations is shown here.
**2010 permits issued listed in Table 1 do not include permits issued solely for research related to the Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill research

in the Gulf of Mexico.

Final decisions on the issuance of any
EFPs, SRPs, Display, and Chartering
Permits will depend on the submission
of all required information about the
proposed activities, NMFS’s review of

public comments received on this
notice, an applicant’s reporting history
on past permits issued, past law
enforcement violations, consistency
with relevant NEPA documents, and

any consultations with appropriate
Regional Fishery Management Councils,
states, or Federal agencies. NMFS does
not anticipate any significant
environmental impacts from the
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issuance of these EFPs as assessed in the
1999 FMP and Amendment 2 to the
2006 Consolidated HMS FMP.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 30, 2010.
Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2010-30400 Filed 12—2-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Additions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Additions to the Procurement
List.

SUMMARY: This action adds products and
services to the Procurement List that
will be furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities.

DATES: Effective Date: 1/3/2011.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800,
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3259.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Barry S. Lineback, Telephone: (703)
603—7740, Fax: (703) 603—0655, or e-
mail CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Additions

On 10/8/2010 (75 FR 62370), the
Committee for Purchase From People
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled
published notice of proposed additions
to the Procurement List.

After consideration of the material
presented to it concerning capability of
qualified nonprofit agencies to furnish
the products and services and impact of
the additions on the current or most
recent contractors, the Committee has
determined that the products and
services listed below are suitable for
procurement by the Federal Government
under 41 U.S.C. 46—48c and 41 CFR 51—
2.4.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or

other compliance requirements for small
entities other than the small
organizations that will furnish the
products and services to the
Government.

2. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
products and services to the
Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the products and
services proposed for addition to the
Procurement List.

End of Certification

Accordingly, the following products
and services are added to the
Procurement List:

Products

Tape, Electrical Insulation

NSN: 5970-01-013-9367.

NSN: 5970-01-245-7042.

NPA: Raleigh Lions Clinic for the Blind,
Inc., Raleigh, NC.

Contracting Activity: DEFENSE
LOGISTICS AGENCY AVIATION,
RICHMOND, VA Coverage: C-List
for 100% of the requirement of the
Department of Defense, as
aggregated by the Defense Logistics
Agency Aviation, Richmond, VA.

Services

Service Type/Location: Custodial
Service, Fort Gordon, GA.

NPA: Good Vocations, Inc., Macon, GA.

Contracting Activity: Dept of the Army,
XR W6BB ACA Gordon, Fort
Gordon, GA.

Service Type/Location: Custodial
Service, Eglin AFB, FL.

NPA: Lakeview Center, Inc., Pensacola,
FL.

Contracting Activity: Dept of the Air
Force, FA2823 96 CONS MSC, Eglin
AFB, FL.

Barry S. Lineback,

Director, Business Operations.

[FR Doc. 2010-30323 Filed 12—2-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Proposed Additions
and Deletion

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed Additions to and
Deletions From Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to add services to the Procurement List
that will be provided by nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities
and to delete a product previously
furnished by such agencies.

Comments Must Be Received On Or
Before: 1/3/2011.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800,
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3259.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT
COMMENTS CONTACT: Barry S. Lineback,
Telephone: (703) 603—-7740, Fax: (703)
603—-0655, or e-mail
CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

This notice is published pursuant to
41 U.S.C 47(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit comments on
the proposed actions.

Additions

If the Committee approves the
proposed additions, the entities of the
Federal Government identified in this
notice will be required to procure the
services listed below from nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. If approved, the action will not
result in any additional reporting,
recordkeeping or other compliance
requirements for small entities other
than the small organizations that will
provide the services to the Government.

2. If approved, the action will result
in authorizing small entities to provide
the services to the Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the services proposed
for addition to the Procurement List.

Comments on this certification are
invited. Commenters should identify the
statement(s) underlying the certification
on which they are providing additional
information.

End of Certification

The following services are proposed
for addition to Procurement List for
provision by the nonprofit agencies
listed:
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