
67541 Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 221 / Friday, November 14, 2008 / Notices 

used to appropriately disburse and 
utilize the funds provided to PHAs. 
Additionally, these forms provide the 
information necessary to approve a 

financing transaction in addition to any 
Mixed-Finance and Capital Fund 
Financing transactions. Respondents 
include the approximately 3,200 PHA 

receiving Capital Funds and other PHAs 
wishing to pursue financing. 

Frequency of Submission: On 
occasion, monthly, annually. 

REPORTING BURDEN 

Number of respondents Annual 
responses × Hours per 

response = Burden hours 

3,105 ............................................................................................................................. 23.460 .... 4.497 .... 327,590 

Total Estimated Burden Hours: 
327,590. 

Status: Revision of a currently 
approved collection. 

Authority: Section 3507 of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. 35, as 
amended. 

Dated: November 6, 2008. 
Lillian L. Deitzer, 
Departmental Paperwork Reduction Act 
Officer, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–27129 Filed 11–13–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4210–67–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

[FWS–R1–ES–2008–N0115; 10120–1113– 
0000–C2] 

Revised Recovery Plan for Sihek or 
Guam Micronesian Kingfisher (Halcyon 
cinnamomina cinnamomina) 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of document availability. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announces the availability of the 
Revised Recovery Plan for the Sihek or 
Guam Micronesian Kingfisher (Halcyon 
cinnamomina cinnamomina). This 
subspecies, which was found only on 
the island of Guam, was federally listed 
as endangered in 1984. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the recovery plan 
are available by request from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific 
Islands Fish and Wildlife Office, 300 
Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3–122, Box 
50088, Honolulu, Hawaii 96850 (phone: 
808–792–9400). An electronic copy of 
the recovery plan is also available at 
http://endangered.fws.gov/recovery/ 
index.html#plans. Printed copies of the 
recovery plan will be available for 
distribution in 4 to 6 weeks. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Fred 
Amidon, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, 
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office, 
at the above address. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Recovery of endangered or threatened 

animals and plants is a primary goal of 
the Endangered Species Act (Act) (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and our endangered 
species program. Recovery means 
improvement of the status of listed 
species to the point at which listing is 
no longer required under the criteria in 
section 4(a)(1) of the Act. Recovery 
plans describe actions considered 
necessary for the conservation of the 
species, establish criteria for 
downlisting or delisting listed species, 
and estimate time and cost for 
implementing the measures needed for 
recovery. 

The Act requires the development of 
recovery plans for endangered or 
threatened species unless such a plan 
would not promote the conservation of 
the species. Recovery plans help guide 
the recovery effort by describing actions 
considered necessary for the 
conservation of the species, and 
estimating time and cost for 
implementing the measures needed for 
recovery. 

Section 4(f) of the Act requires that 
public notice and an opportunity for 
public review and comment be provided 
during recovery plan development. In 
fulfillment of this requirement, the Draft 
Revised Recovery Plan for the Sihek or 
Guam Micronesian Kingfisher (Halcyon 
cinnamomina cinnamomina) was made 
available for public comment from April 
28 to June 28, 2004 (69 FR 23210). 
Information provided during the public 
comment period was considered in our 
preparation of this revised recovery 
plan, and is summarized in an appendix 
to the plan. 

The sihek, or Guam Micronesian 
kingfisher, is federally listed as 
endangered and is also listed as 
endangered by the Territory of Guam. 
Sihek are endemic to the island of Guam 
in the Mariana archipelago. Sihek were 
last observed in the wild on Guam in 
1988 and are now believed to be 
extirpated from the wild. Currently, 
sihek are represented by a captive 
population of 100 individuals in 17 
captive propagation facilities in the 
mainland United States and Guam. 

Sihek utilized a wide variety of habitats 
including limestone forest, strand forest, 
ravine forest, agricultural forest, 
secondary forest, and forest openings. 
However, mature forests with 
appropriate nest sites may be an 
important component of sihek 
reproductive activities. 

Habitat degradation and loss, human 
persecution, contaminants, and 
introduced species such as disease 
organisms, cats (Felis catus), rats (Rattus 
spp.), black drongos (Dicrurus 
macrocercus), monitor lizards (Varanus 
indicus), and brown tree snakes (Boiga 
irregularis) have all been suggested as 
factors in the population decline of this 
subspecies. However, predation by the 
brown tree snake is believed to be the 
overriding factor in the extirpation of 
sihek. Factors that continue to prevent 
the recovery of the sihek include poor 
reproductive success and high mortality 
in the captive population and the 
continued presence of brown tree 
snakes on Guam. Recovery actions in 
this revised plan are designed to address 
threats to the sihek to achieve the 
recovery objectives of downlisting to 
threatened status and then eventually 
delisting (removing from the list of 
endangered and threatened species). 

To prevent the extinction of the sihek, 
the highest priority recovery tasks are to 
increase the size of the captive 
population, control brown tree snakes 
on Guam, and reestablish sihek in the 
wild on Guam. Increasing the captive 
population is to be accomplished by 
expanding the captive propagation 
program for the subspecies on Guam, 
genetic management, increasing 
reproductive success of the captive 
population, and decreasing juvenile and 
adult mortality in the captive 
population. Ideally, reestablishing sihek 
in the wild on Guam will occur after the 
captive population has increased further 
and optimal numbers of sihek are 
available for release to keep the captive 
population viable. However, if efforts to 
either increase the captive population or 
control brown tree snakes are not 
successful, it may be necessary to 
reevaluate the recovery strategy for the 
sihek. Reintroduction to Guam will 
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require a thorough reintroduction 
program and extensive predator control 
efforts, especially brown tree snake 
control. Once sihek have been 
reestablished in the wild, expanding 
predator control efforts to additional 
areas, habitat protection and restoration, 
and monitoring for additional threats to 
the subspecies would receive increased 
focus. Additionally, throughout the 
recovery program, efforts should be 
made to increase public awareness of 
sihek recovery needs and to coordinate 
and monitor recovery efforts. 

The sihek may be downlisted from 
endangered to threatened when the 
following criteria are met: (1) Sihek 
occur in 2 subpopulations (one in 
northern Guam and one in southern 
Guam) of at least 500 adults each; (2) 
both subpopulations are either stable or 
increasing based on quantitative surveys 
or demographic monitoring that 
demonstrate an average intrinsic 
population growth rate (lambda) of 
greater than 1.0 over a period of at least 
5 consecutive years; (3) sufficient sihek 
habitat, based on quantitative estimates 
of territory and home range size, is 
protected and managed to achieve 
criteria 1 and 2 above; and (4) brown 
tree snakes and other introduced 
predators are controlled over 5 
consecutive years at a level sufficient to 
achieve criteria 1 and 2 above. 

The sihek may be removed from the 
Federal list of endangered and 
threatened species when the following 
criteria are met: (1) Sihek occur in 2 
subpopulations (one in northern Guam 
and one in southern Guam) of at least 
1,000 adults each; (2) both 
subpopulations are either stable or 
increasing based on quantitative surveys 
or demographic monitoring that 
demonstrate an average intrinsic 
population growth rate (lambda) of 
greater than 1.0 over a period of at least 
10 consecutive years; (3) sufficient sihek 
habitat, based on quantitative estimates 
of territory and home range size, is 
protected and managed to achieve 
criteria 1 and 2 above; and (4) brown 
tree snakes and other introduced 
predators are controlled over 10 
consecutive years at a level sufficient to 
achieve criteria 1 and 2 above. 

Authority: The authority for this action is 
section 4(f) of the Endangered Species Act, 
16 U.S.C. 1533(f). 

Dated: October 3, 2008. 

David J. Wesley, 
Acting Regional Director, Region 1, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–27088 Filed 11–13–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[F–22290, F–22305; AK–962–1410–HY–P] 

Alaska Native Claims Selection 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 

ACTION: Notice of decision approving 
lands for conveyance. 

SUMMARY: As required by 43 CFR 
2650.7(d), notice is hereby given that an 
appealable decision approving lands for 
conveyance pursuant to the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act will be 
issued to NANA Regional Corporation, 
Inc. for lands located in the vicinity of 
Buckland and Noatak, Alaska. Notice of 
the decision will also be published four 
times in the Arctic Sounder. 

DATES: The time limits for filing an 
appeal are: 

1. Any party claiming a property 
interest which is adversely affected by 
the decision shall have until December 
15, 2008 to file an appeal. 

2. Parties receiving service of the 
decision by certified mail shall have 30 
days from the date of receipt to file an 
appeal. 

Parties who do not file an appeal in 
accordance with the requirements of 43 
CFR Part 4, Subpart E, shall be deemed 
to have waived their rights. 

ADDRESSES: A copy of the decision may 
be obtained from: Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, 222 
West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99513–7504. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The 
Bureau of Land Management by phone 
at 907–271–5960, or by e-mail at 
ak.blm.conveyance@ak.blm.gov. Persons 
who use a telecommunication device 
(TTD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877– 
8330, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, to contact the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Judy A. Kelley, 
Land Law Examiner, Resolution Branch (962). 
[FR Doc. E8–27078 Filed 11–13–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–JA–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[WY–070–08–1610–DO] 

Notice of Intent To Revise a Resource 
Management Plan for the Buffalo Field 
Office, Wyoming, and Prepare an 
Associated Environmental Impact 
Statement 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of intent. 

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Field Office, 
Buffalo, Wyoming, intends to revise a 
Resource Management Plan (RMP) and 
prepare an associated Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Buffalo 
Field Office and by this notice is 
announcing the beginning of the 
scoping process and soliciting input on 
the identification of issues, proposed 
planning criteria, and calling for 
resource information. The RMP will 
replace the existing Buffalo Resource 
Management Plan of 1985. 
DATES: The BLM will announce public 
scoping meetings to identify relevant 
issues through local news media, 
newsletters, and the BLM Web site 
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/ 
Planning/rmps/buffalo.html at least 15 
days prior to the first meeting. We will 
provide additional opportunities for 
public participation upon publication of 
the Draft RMP/EIS, including a 90-day 
public comment period. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on issues, planning criteria, and 
resource information by any of the 
following methods: 

• Web site: http://www.blm.gov/wy/ 
st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/ 
buffalo.html. 

• E-mail: 
BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov. 

• Fax: (307) 684–1122. 
• Mail: Buffalo RMP Revision, Attn: 

Thomas Bills, RMP Technical 
Coordinator, Buffalo Field Office, 1425 
Fort Street, Buffalo, WY 82834. 

Documents pertinent to this proposal 
may be examined at the BLM Buffalo 
Field Office. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: For further 
information and/or to have your name 
added to our mailing list, contact Linda 
Slone, RMP Project Manager; Telephone 
(307) 261–7520; e-mail 
linda_slone@blm.gov . 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
document provides notice that the BLM 
Field Office, Buffalo, Wyoming, intends 
to revise an RMP and prepare an 
associated EIS for the Buffalo Field 
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