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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

Judges Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award 

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of closed meeting. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 
2, notice is hereby given that the Judges 
Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award will meet Monday, 
November 17, 2008, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.; Wednesday, November 19, 
2008, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Thursday, 
November 20 2008, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Friday, November 21, 2008, 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. The Judges Panel is composed 
of twelve members prominent in the 
fields of quality, innovation, and 
performance excellence and appointed 
by the Secretary of Commerce. The 
purpose of this meeting is to conduct 
final judging of the 2008 applicants. The 
review process involves examination of 
records and discussions of applicant 
data, and will be closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 552b(c)(4) of 
Title 5, United States Code. 
DATES: The meeting will convene 
November 17, 2008 at 8 a.m. and 
adjourn at 5:30 p.m. on November 21, 
2008. The entire meeting will be closed. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, Administration Building, 
Lecture Room E, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland 20899. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Harry Hertz, Director, Baldrige National 
Quality Program, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899, 
telephone number (301) 975–2361. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
with the concurrence of the General 
Counsel, formally determined on March 
4, 2008, that the meeting of the Judges 
Panel will be closed pursuant to Section 
10(d) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 2, as 
amended by Section 5(c) of the 
Government in the Sunshine Act, Public 
Law 94–409. The meeting, which 
involves examination of Award 
applicant data from U.S. companies and 
other organizations and a discussion of 
this data as compared to the Award 
criteria in order to recommend Award 
recipients, may be closed to the public 
in accordance with Section 552b(c)(4) of 

Title 5, United States Code, because the 
meetings are likely to disclose trade 
secrets and commercial or financial 
information obtained from a person 
which is privileged or confidential. 

Dated: October 22, 2008. 
Patrick Gallagher, 
Deputy Director. 
[FR Doc. E8–25697 Filed 10–27–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA): Request for Comments on 
NFPA’s Codes and Standards 

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Since 1896, the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) has 
accomplished its mission by advocating 
scientifically based consensus codes 
and standards, research, and education 
for safety related issues. NFPA’s 
National Fire Codes, which holds over 
270 documents, are administered by 
more than 225 Technical Committees 
comprised of approximately 7,000 
volunteers and are adopted and used 
throughout the world. NFPA is a 
nonprofit membership organization 
with approximately 80,000 members 
from over 70 nations, all working 
together to fulfill the Association’s 
mission. 

The NFPA process provides ample 
opportunity for public participation in 
the development of its codes and 
standards. All NFPA codes and 
standards are revised and updated every 
three to five years in Revision Cycles 
that begin twice each year and that take 
approximately two years to complete. 
Each Revision Cycle proceeds according 
to a published schedule that includes 
final dates for all major events in the 
process. The process contains five basic 
steps that are followed both for 
developing new documents as well as 
revising existing documents. These 
steps are: Calling for Proposals; 
Publishing the Proposals in the Report 
on Proposals; Calling for Comments on 
the Committee’s disposition of the 
Proposals and these Comments are 
published in the Report on Comments; 
having a Technical Report Session at the 
NFPA Annual Meeting; and finally, the 
Standards Council Consideration and 
Issuance of documents. 

Note: Under new rules effective Fall 2005, 
anyone wishing to make Amending Motions 

on the Technical Committee Reports (ROP 
and ROC) must signal their intention by 
submitting a Notice of Intent to Make a 
Motion by the Deadline of October 23, 2009. 
Certified motions will be posted by 
November 20, 2009. Documents that receive 
notice of proper Amending Motions 
(Certified Amending Motions) will be 
presented for action at the annual June 2010 
Association Technical Meeting. Documents 
that receive no motions will be forwarded 
directly to the Standards Council for action 
on issuance. 

For more information on these new 
rules and for up-to-date information on 
schedules and deadlines for processing 
NFPA Documents, check the NFPA Web 
site at http://www.nfpa.org or contact 
NFPA Codes and Standards 
Administration. 

The purpose of this notice is to 
request comments on the technical 
reports that will be published in the 
NFPA’s 2009 Fall Revision Cycle. The 
publication of this notice by the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) on behalf of NFPA is 
being undertaken as a public service; 
NIST does not necessarily endorse, 
approve, or recommend any of the 
standards referenced in the notice. 
DATES: Sixty reports are published in 
the 2009 Fall Revision Cycle Report on 
Proposals and will be available on 
December 29, 2008. Comments received 
on or before March 6, 2009, will be 
considered by the respective NFPA 
Committees before final action is taken 
on the proposals. 
ADDRESSES: The 2009 Fall Revision 
Cycle Report on Proposals is available 
and downloadable from NFPA’s Web 
site—http://www.nfpa.org or by 
requesting a copy from the NFPA, 
Fulfillment Center, 11 Tracy Drive, 
Avon, Massachusetts 02322. Comments 
on the report should be submitted to 
Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 
Batterymarch Park, Quincy, 
Massachusetts 02269–7471. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christian Dubay, Secretary, Standards 
Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, 
Quincy, Massachusetts 02269–7471, 
(617) 770–3000. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) develops building, 
fire, and electrical safety codes and 
standards. Federal agencies frequently 
use these codes and standards as the 
basis for developing Federal regulations 
concerning safety. Often, the Office of 
the Federal Register approves the 
incorporation by reference of these 
standards under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR Part 51. 
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