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disturbance to threatened, endangered,
and imperiled species. Survey and
monitoring efforts for stream/
diadromous fishes and freshwater
mussels would be increased. We would
work with partners to protect upstream
watershed areas outside the refuge, and
a water quality program would be
implemented to further protect priority
aquatic species. We would document
the presence or absence of Schweinitz’s
sunflower on the refuge and establish
populations. For migratory birds, we
would intensively survey and monitor
and would increase the acreage of
moist-soil units. Sweetgum trees would
be thinned in areas of the bottomland
hardwood forest to favor mast-
producing species.

Exotic species control efforts would
focus on maintaining biodiversity. If
needed, a specific feral hog hunt would
be implemented to reduce the impacts
of this invasive species to refuge
biodiversity. We would work with the
State to determine the impacts of
coyotes. Upland habitats would be
managed for biodiversity and GIS
databases would be developed for these
areas. Some flooded crop
impoundments would be replaced with
moist-soil units to increase multi-
species use. Additional acreage of grassy
fields would be planted with native
warm season species. Cooperative
farming would be maintained at current
levels. Herpetological and fish surveys
and monitoring efforts would increase,
and we would ensure that management
practices do not adversely impact these
species.

Under the proposed action, resource
protection efforts would be expanded.
Signage along the refuge boundary
would be maintained, and we would
seek to acquire land from willing sellers
within the approved acquisition
boundary. We would develop GIS
databases for easements and ensure that
they are managed according to refuge
biodiversity objectives. We would work
with partners to protect conservation
gaps and corridors to support wildlife
and habitat diversity.

We would expand visitor services.
Turkey hunting would be expanded to
include areas in Richmond County. Deer
hunting opportunities would be
increased. Small game hunting
opportunities would remain the same.
We would implement quail population
monitoring to determine the number of
hunting days and bag limits. To improve
fishing opportunities, we would
increase boat access to the Pee Dee River
and consider additional stocking of fish
in refuge ponds. Three additional photo-
blinds would be installed, and we
would evaluate the potential for

additional birding trails. We would
continue to allow horseback riding on
public roads via special use permits. We
would develop on- and off-site
education and interpretive programs
with messages focused on biodiversity
and the minimization of human
impacts. We would train staff,
volunteers, and teachers to incorporate
interpretive themes into programs. An
on-site environmental education center
would be built. We would develop an
outreach plan to increase awareness of
the archaeological and historical
resources on the refuge. We would
increase and focus Friends Group and
volunteer efforts to support wildlife and
habitat diversity. Administration would
expand to include maintenance
programs in support of biodiversity and
biological integrity. In addition to
current staff, we would add the
following positions over the 15-year life
of the CCP: Assistant refuge manager
(position scheduled for abolishment
under Alternative A), biologist, forestry
technician, maintenance worker (2), and
park ranger.

Public Availability of Comments

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment, including your
personal identifying information, may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Next Step

After the comment period ends for the
Draft CCP/EA, we will analyze the
comments and address them in the form
of a Final CCP and Finding of No
Significant Impact.

Authority: This notice is published under
the authority of the National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act of 1997, Public
Law 105-57.

Dated: December 31, 2007.
Jon Andrew,

Acting Regional Director.

Editorial Note: This document was
received at the Office of the Federal Register
on April 16, 2008.

[FR Doc. E8—8618 Filed 4—21-08; 8:45 am]
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Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 5-Year Reviews[FU1]

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of initiation of review;
request for information on seven listed
midwestern species.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), initiate 5-
year reviews of three endangered
species (least tern—interior population,
Mlinois cave amphipod, and Minnesota
dwarf trout lily) and four threatened
species (Lake Erie water snake, Lakeside
daisy, Leedy’s roseroot and northern
wild monkshood) under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
We request any new information on
these species that may have a bearing on
their classification as endangered or
threatened. Based on the results of these
5-year reviews, we will make a finding
on whether these species are properly
classified under the Act.

DATES: To allow us adequate time to
conduct these reviews, we must receive
your information no later than June 23,
2008. However, we will continue to
accept new information about any listed
species at any time.

ADDRESSES: For instructions on how to
submit information and review the
information that we receive on these
species, see “Public Solicitation of New
Information.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
species-specific information, contact the
appropriate person under ‘Public
Solicitation of New Information.”
Individuals who are hearing impaired or
speech impaired may call the Federal
Relay Service at 800—877—-8337 for TTY
assistance.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We
initiate 5-year reviews of the
endangered least tern (Sterna
antillarum) (interior nesting
population), endangered Illinois cave
amphipod (Gammarus acherondytes),
endangered Minnesota dwarf trout lily
(Erythronium propullans), and
threatened Lake Erie water snake
(Nerodia sipedon insularum), all of
which are found among the western
Lake Erie offshore islands and adjacent
waters in the United States and Canada,
as well as Lakeside daisy (Hymenoxis
herbacea), Leedy’s roseroot (Sedum
integrifolium ssp. leedyi) and northern
wild monkshood (Aconitum
noveboracense), under the Act.
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We request any new information on
these species that may have a bearing on
their classification as endangered or
threatened.

Based on the results of these 5-year
reviews, we will make a finding on
whether these species are properly
classified under the Act.

Why Do We Conduct a 5-Year Review?

Under the Act, we maintain the List
of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plant Species (List) at 50 CFR 17.11
and 17.12. We amend the List by
publishing final rules in the Federal
Register. Section 4(c)(2)(A) of the Act
requires that we conduct a review of
listed species at least once every 5 years.
Section 4(c)(2)(B) requires that we

determine (1) Whether a species no
longer meets the definition of
threatened or endangered and should be
removed from the List (delisted); (2)
whether a species more properly meets
the definition of threatened and should
be reclassified from endangered to
threatened; or (3) whether a species
more properly meets the definition of
endangered and should be reclassified
from threatened to endangered. Using
the best scientific and commercial data
available, a species will be considered
for delisting if the data substantiate that
the species is neither endangered nor
threatened for one or more of the
following reasons: (1) The species is
considered extinct; (2) the species is
considered to be recovered; and/or (3)

the original data available when the
species was listed, or the interpretation
of such data, were in error. Any change
in Federal classification requires a
separate rulemaking process. Therefore,
we are requesting submission of any
such information that has become
available since either the original listing
or the most recent status review for
these species. Based on the results of
these 5-year reviews, we will make the
requisite findings under section
4(c)(2)(B) of the Act.

Our regulations at 50 CFR 424.21
require that we publish a notice in the
Federal Register announcing those
species currently under review. This
notice announces initiation of our active
review of the species in Table 1.

TABLE 1.—SUMMARY OF LISTING INFORMATION, 3 WILDLIFE SPECIES AND 4 PLANT SPECIES IN THE MIDWEST REGION

Common name Scientific name Status Where listed Final listing rule
Least tern (interior nest- | Sterna antillarum ......... Endangered ...... U.S.A. [AR, CO, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA (Miss. | 50 FR 21784; 05/28/
ing population). R. and tributaries north of Baton Rouge), MS 1985.
(Miss. R.), MO, MT, ND, NE, NM, OK, SD,
TN, TX (except within 50 miles of coast)].
Lake Erie water snake Nerodia sipedon Threatened ....... *Lake Erie offshore islands and their adjacent | 64 FR 47126; 08/30/
insularum. waters (located more than 1 mile from main- 1999.
land)—U.S.A. (OH), Canada (Ont.).
lllinois cave amphipod Gammarus Endangered ...... (R VA {1 63 FR 46900; 09/03/
acherondytes. 1998.
Lakeside daisy ............. Hymenoxis herbacea ... | Threatened ....... U.S.A. (IL, MI, OH), Canada (Ont.) ......cccceuvenne 53 FR 23742; 06/23/
1988.
Leedy’s roseroot .......... Sedum integrifolium Threatened ....... U.S.A. (MN, NY) oo 78 FR 14649; 04/22/
ssp. leedyi. 1992.
Minnesota dwarf trout Erythronium propullans | Endangered ...... U.SLA. (MN) e 58 FR 10521; 03/26/
lily. 1986.
Northern wild Aconitum Threatened ....... U.S.A. (IA, NY, OH, WI) oriiieeceee e 43 FR 17910; 04/26/
monkshood. noveboracense. 1978.

*We define the offshore islands as those 22 or more named and unnamed western Lake Erie islands and rock outcrops located greater than
1.6 km (1 mi) from the Ohio mainland and Ontario mainland. We define the offshore island’s adjacent waters as the western Lake Erie waters
surrounding the offshore islands and located greater than 1.6 km (1 mi) from the Ohio mainland and Ontario mainland. These islands and rock
outcrops and their adjacent waters are located within boundaries roughly defined as 82°07°30” North Longitude, 41°33’00” West Latitude, and
42°00°00” West Latitude. The U.S. Lake Erie offshore islands and rock outcrops include, but are not limited to, the islands called Kellys, South
Bass, Middle Bass, North Bass, Sugar, Rattlesnake, Green, Gibraltar, Starve, Gull, Ballast, Lost Ballast, and West Sister. Canadian Lake Erie
offshore islands and rock outcrops of Lake Erie include, but are not limited to, the islands called Pelee, Middle, East Sister, Middle Sister, North
Harbour, Hen, Chick, Big Chicken, and Little Chicken.

What Information Do We Consider in
Our Review?

In our 5-year review, we consider all
new information available at the time of
the review. These reviews will consider
the best scientific and commercial data
that have become available since the
original listing determination or most
recent status review of each species,
such as—(A) Species biology, including
but not limited to population trends,
distribution, abundance, demographics,
and genetics; (B) Habitat conditions,
including but not limited to amount,
distribution, and suitability; (C)
Conservation measures that have been
implemented to benefit the species; (D)
Threat status and trends (see five factors
under heading “How do we determine
whether a species is endangered or

threatened?”’); and (E) Other new
information, data, or corrections,
including but not limited to taxonomic
or nomenclatural changes, identification
of erroneous information contained in
the List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife and Plants, and improved
analytical methods.

Public Solicitation of New Information

We request any new information
concerning the status of the wildlife
species least tern (interior nesting
population), Lake Erie water snake
(located on the western Lake Erie
offshore islands and adjacent waters),
and Illinois cave amphipod, and of the
plant species Lakeside daisy, Leedy’s
roseroot, Minnesota dwarf trout lily, and
northern wild monkshood. See “What

Information Do We Consider in Our
Review?” for specific criteria. If you
submit information, support it with
documentation such as maps,
bibliographic references, methods used
to gather and analyze the data, and/or
copies of any pertinent publications,
reports, or letters by knowledgeable
sources. We specifically request
information regarding data from any
systematic surveys, as well as any
studies or analysis of data that may
show population size or trends;
information pertaining to the biology or
ecology of the species; information
regarding the effects of current land
management on population distribution
and abundance; information on the
current condition of habitat; and recent
information regarding conservation
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measures that have been implemented
to benefit the species. Additionally, we
specifically request information
regarding the current distribution of
populations and evaluation of threats
faced by the species in relation to the
five listing factors (as defined in section
4(a)(1) of the Act) and the species’ listed
status as judged against the definition of
threatened or endangered. Finally, we
solicit recommendations pertaining to
the development of, or potential updates
to recovery plans and additional actions
or studies that would benefit these
species in the future.

Our practice is to make information,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public
review. Before including your address,
telephone number, e-mail address, or
other personal identifying information
in your response, you should be aware
that your entire submission—including
your personal identifying information—
may be made publicly available at any
time. While you can ask us in your
response to withhold your personal
identifying information from public
review, we cannot guarantee that we
will be able to do so.

Mail or hand-deliver information on
the following species to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Field Supervisor,
at the corresponding address below.
You may also view information we
receive in response to this notice, as
well as other documentation in our files,
at the following locations by
appointment, during normal business
hours.

Least tern: 101 Park DeVille Drive,
Suite A, Columbia, MO 65203-0007,
Attention: Ms. Jane Ledwin. Direct
inquiries to Ms. Ledwin at 573-234—
2132, extension 109.

Lake Erie water snake: 6950-H
Americana Parkway, Reynoldsburg, OH
43068-4127, Attention: Ms. Megan
Seymour. Direct inquiries to Ms.
Seymour at 614—469-6923, extension
16.

Lakeside daisy: 6950-H Americana
Parkway, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068—
4127, Attention: Ms. Sarena Selbo.
Direct inquiries to Ms. Selbo at 614—
469-6923, extension 17.

Illinois Cave amphipod: 1511 47th
Ave., Moline, IL 61265, Attention: Ms.
Kristen Lundh. Direct inquiries to Ms.
Lundh at 309-757-5800, extension 215.

Leedy’s roseroot and Minnesota dwarf
trout lily: 4101 E. 80th Street,
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665,
Attention: Mr. Phil Delphey. Direct
inquiries to Mr. Delphey at 612—-725—
3548.

Northern wild monkshood: 2661 Scott
Tower Drive, New Franken, WI 54229—
9565, Attention: Ms. Cathy Carnes.

Direct inquiries to Ms. Carnes at 920—
866-1732.

All electronic information must be
submitted in Text format or Rich Text
format to FW3MidwestRegion_5Year
Review@fws.gov. Please send
information for each species in a
separate e-mail. Provide your name and
return address in the body of your
message and include the following
identifier in the subject line of the e-
mail: Information on 5-year review for
[NAME OF SPECIES].

How Are These Species Currently
Listed?

Table 1 provides current listing
information. Also, the List, which
covers all listed species, is also available
on our Internet site at
http://endangered.fws.gov/wildlife
.htmH#Species.

Definitions Related to this Notice

To help you submit information about
the species we are reviewing, we
provide the following definitions:

Species includes any species or
subspecies of fish, wildlife, or plant,
and any distinct population segment of
any species of vertebrate, which
interbreeds when mature;

Endangered species means any
species that is in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of
its range; and

Threatened species means any species
that is likely to become an endangered
species within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant portion of
its range.

How Do We Determine Whether a
Species Is Endangered or Threatened?

Section 4(a)(1) of the Act establishes
that we determine whether a species is
endangered or threatened based on one
or more of the five following factors: (A)
The present or threatened destruction,
modification, or curtailment of its
habitat or range; (B) Overutilization for
commercial, recreational, scientific, or
educational purposes; (C) Disease or
predation; (D) The inadequacy of
existing regulatory mechanisms; or (E)
Other natural or manmade factors
affecting its continued existence.
Section 4(a)(1) of the Act requires that
our determination be made on the basis
of the best scientific and commercial
data available.

What Could Happen as a Result of Our
Review?

For each species under review, if we
find new information that indicates a
change in classification may be
warranted, we may propose a new rule
that could do one of the following: (a)

Reclassify the species from threatened
to endangered (uplist); (b) reclassify the
species from endangered to threatened
(downlist); or (c) remove the species
from the List (delist).

If we determine that a change in
classification is not warranted, then the
species will remain on the List under its
current status.

Authority: We publish this document
under the authority of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.).

Dated: March 19, 2008.

Robert Krska,

Acting Assistant Regional Director, Ecological
Services, Midwest Region.

[FR Doc. E8-8707 Filed 4-21—-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS—-R8-ES-2008—-N0073; 80221-1113-
0000-F5]

Endangered Species Recovery Permit
Applications

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of permit
applications; request for comment.

SUMMARY: We invite the public to
comment on the following applications
to conduct certain activities with
endangered species.

DATES: Comments on these permit
applications must be received on or
before May 22, 2008.

ADDRESSES: Written data or comments
should be submitted to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Endangered
Species Program Manager, Region 8,
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606,
Sacramento, CA, 95825 (telephone: 916—
414-6464; fax: 916—414—6486). Please
refer to the respective permit number for
each application when submitting
comments. All comments received,
including names and addresses, will
become part of the official
administrative record and may be made
available to the public.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Daniel Marquez, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, see ADDRESSES (telephone:
760-431-9440; fax: 760—-431-9624).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following applicants have applied for
scientific research permits to conduct
certain activities with endangered
species pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(A)
of the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (“we”) solicits review
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