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8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the BLM Needles
Field Office located at 1303 S. Highway
95, Needles, CA.

The Council and interested members
of the public will depart for the field
tour at 8 a.m. from the lobby of the Avi
Resort, 10000 Aha Macav Parkway,
Laughlin, NV. The public is welcome to
participate in the tour but should plan
on providing their own transportation,
lunch, and beverage.

Agenda topics for the formal session
on Saturday will include updates by
Council members and reports from the
BLM District Manager and five field
office managers. Additional agenda
topics are being developed. Once
finalized, the field tour and meeting
agendas will be published in a news
release prior to the meeting and posted
on the BLM California state Web site at
http://www.blm.gov/ca/news/rac.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: All Desert
District Advisory Council meetings are
open to the public. Public comment for
items not on the agenda will be
scheduled at the beginning of the
meeting Saturday morning. Time for
public comment may be made available
by the Council Chairman during the
presentation of various agenda items,
and is scheduled at the end of the
meeting for topics not on the agenda.

While the Saturday meeting is
tentatively scheduled from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m., the meeting could conclude prior
to 3:00 p.m. should the Council
conclude its presentations and
discussions. Therefore, members of the
public interested in a particular agenda
item or discussion should schedule
their arrival accordingly.

Written comments may be filed in
advance of the meeting for the
California Desert District Advisory
Council, ¢/o Bureau of Land
Management, External Affairs, 22835
Calle San Juan de Los Lagos, Moreno
Valley, California 92553. Written
comments also are accepted at the time
of the meeting and, if copies are
provided to the recorder, will be
incorporated into the minutes.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephen Razo, BLM California Desert

District External Affairs (951) 697-5217.

Dated: August 27, 2007.
Steven J. Borchard,
District Manager.
[FR Doc. E7-17580 Filed 9-5-07; 8:45 am]|
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Notice of Intent To Prepare a Resource
Management Plan for the Clear Creek
Management Area, California, and
Associated Environmental Impact
Statement

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Field Office,
Hollister, California, intends to prepare
a Resource Management Plan (RMP)
with an associated Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Clear
Creek Management Area (CCMA); and
by this notice announces public scoping
meetings. The RMP will replace the
existing planning decisions for the
CCMA contained in the 1984 Hollister
RMP and the associated CCMA RMP
Amendments (1986, 1995, 2006).

DATES: Written comments and resource
information should be submitted within
30 calendar days of the last scheduled
public scoping meeting. The BLM will
announce public scoping meetings to
identify relevant issues through local
news media, newsletters, and the BLM
Web site http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/
fo/hollister/CCMA_RMP.html at least 15
days prior to the first meeting. The BLM
will provide additional opportunities
for public participation upon
publication of the Draft RMP/EIS.
ADDRESSES: You may submit written
scoping comments by any of the
following methods:

e E-mail: cahormp@ca.blm.gov.

e Fax:(831) 630-5055.

¢ Mail: Hollister Field Office, 20
Hamilton Court, Hollister, CA 95023.

Documents pertinent to this proposal
may be examined at the Hollister Field
Office.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: For further
information and/or to have your name
added to our mailing list, contact Sky
Murphy, Telephone (831) 630-5039; e-
mail Sky_Murphy@blm.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document provides notice that the BLM
Field Office, Hollister, California
intends to prepare a RMP with an
associated EIS for the Clear Creek
Management Area and announces
public scoping meetings.

The planning area is located in
southern San Benito and western Fresno
counties. This planning activity
encompasses approximately 63,000
acres of public land. The plan will

fulfill the needs and obligations set forth
by the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act (FLPMA), and
BLM management policies. The BLM
will work collaboratively with
interested parties to identify the
management decisions that are best
suited to local, regional, and national
needs and concerns.

The purpose of the public scoping
process is to determine relevant issues
that will influence the scope of the
environmental analysis and EIS
alternatives. These issues also guide the
planning process. You may submit
comments on issues and planning
criteria in writing to the BLM at any
public scoping meeting, or you may
submit them to the BLM using one of
the methods listed in the ADDRESSES
section above. To be most helpful, you
should submit formal scoping
comments within 30 days after the last
public meeting. The minutes and list of
attendees for each scoping meeting will
be available to the public and open for
30 days after the meeting to any
participant who wishes to clarify the
views he or she expressed.

Preliminary issues and management
concerns have been identified by BLM
personnel, other agencies, and in
meetings with individuals and user
groups. They represent the BLM’s
knowledge to date regarding the existing
issues and concerns with current land
management. The major issues that will
be addressed in this planning effort
include: impacts to public safety and
human health from naturally-occurring
asbestos and past mining activities;
designation and management of special
management areas; ecosystem
management and desired conditions;
wildland and prescribed fire
management; livestock grazing;
motorized and non-motorized recreation
management; lands available for
disposal or of interest for acquisition;
and potential for energy development.

Issues identified through public
scoping will be placed in one of three
categories:

1. Issues to be resolved in the plan;

2. Issues to be resolved through policy
or administrative action; or

3. Issues beyond the scope of this
plan.

The BLM will provide an explanation in
the EIS as to why we placed an issue in
category two or three. In addition to
these major issues, a number of
management questions and concerns
will be addressed in the RMP. The
public is encouraged to help identify
these questions and concerns during the
90-day scoping period.
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Preliminary planning criteria include:

1. The RMP will be developed in
compliance with FLPMA, all other
applicable laws, regulations, executive
orders, and BLM supplemental program
guidance.

2. The planning process will include
an EIS that will comply with NEPA
standards.

3. Economic and social baselines and
consequences will be developed in
coordination with local and county
governments.

4. Initiate government to government
consultation, including Tribal interests.
5. Consider the extent to which the

revised plan reduces airborne asbestos
emissions and minimizes asbestos
exposure and addresses public health
impact of the Hazardous Asbestos Area.
(Ref; Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Atlas Asbestos Mine Superfund
Site Record of Decision (ROD), February
1991, Appendix 2, pg. 14).

6. Consider the extent to which the
revised plan reduces accelerated erosion
and offsite transport of asbestos fibers
on vehicles and clothes due to off-
highway vehicle use. (Ref; EPA Atlas
Superfund Site ROD, Appendix 2, pg.
14).

7. All new data collected will have
information about the data (metadata)
stored in a data base. All metadata will
meet the Federal Geographic Data
Committee (FGDC) standards.

8. The RMP/EIS will incorporate by
reference the Standards for Rangeland
Health and Guidelines for Livestock
Grazing Management.

9. The RMP will result in
determinations as required by special
program and resource specific guidance
detailed in Appendix C of the BLM’s
Planning Handbook (H-1601-1).

10. Decisions in the RMP will strive
to be compatible with the existing plans
and policies of adjacent local, State,
Tribal, and Federal agencies as long as
the decisions are in conformance with
legal mandates on management of
public lands.

11. Resource allocations must be
reasonable and achievable within
available technological and budgetary
constraints.

The BLM will use an interdisciplinary
approach to develop the RMP in order
to consider the variety of resource issues
and concerns identified. Specialists
with expertise in the following
disciplines will be involved in the
planning process: rangeland
management, minerals and geology,
outdoor recreation, archaeology, botany,
wildlife and fisheries, lands and realty,
hydrology, soils, and sociology and
economics.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Dated: August 27, 2007.
Rick Cooper,
Hollister Field Office Manager.
[FR Doc. E7-17599 Filed 9-5-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-40-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the General Management Plan,
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,
West Virginia, Maryland and Virginia

AGENCY: Department of the Interior,
National Park Service.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the General Management Plan,
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42
U.S.C. 4332(C), the National Park
Service (NPS) announces the
availability of a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for the General
Management Plan, Harpers Ferry
National Historical Park, West Virginia,
Maryland and Virginia. The Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
General Management Plan analyzes the
impacts of a no-action and two action
alternatives. The official responsible for
this decision is the NPS Regional
Director, National Capital Region.
DATES: The NPS will undertake a 60-day
public review of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
General Management Plan following
publication by the Environmental
Protection Agency of the Notice of
Availability of the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

ADDRESSES: Information will be
available for public review in the office
of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 65,
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425, by
telephone at (304) 535—-6748, and at the
following locations: Office of the Chief
of Planning, National Capital Region,
National Park Service, 1100 Ohio Drive,
SW., Washington, DC 20242, (202) 619-
7277; Office of Public Affairs, National
Park Service, Department of the Interior,

1849 C Street, NW., Washington, DC
20240, (202) 208-6843; and Bolivar
Harpers Ferry Public Library, 152 Polk
Street, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
25425, (304) 535-2301. Copies of the
document may also be accessed via
internet connection to the park Web site
at http://www.nps.gov/hafe or directly
through the NPS PEPC (Planning,
Environment, and Public Comment)
Web site at http://
www.parkplanning.nps.gov/
parkHome.cfm?parkld=187.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Marsha Wassel, Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia at (304) 535—6748.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Alternative 1, the no-action alternative,
describes the existing conditions and
trends of park management and serves
as a basis for comparison in evaluating
the other alternatives.

Alternative 2, the NPS preferred
alternative, was developed during the
“Choosing By Advantages” process in
which the planning team identifies and
compares the relative advantages of
each alternative according to a set of
factors. This process also establishes the
relationship between the advantages
and costs of each alternative. This
information is used to combine the best
attributes of the preliminary alternatives
into the preferred alternative giving the
NPS the greatest overall benefit for the
most reasonable cost.

Alternative 2 takes a traditional
approach in which each location within
the park is managed to reflect the most
significant historic period or era
associated with it. An enlarged contact
station on Cavalier Heights would be
developed. Management activities
would focus on the preservation of the
resources as well as the presentation of
the interpretive themes appropriate to
each location. Outlying portions of the
park would be connected by an auto
tour and round-the-park trail system.
The existing transportation system
would also be expanded to include
more of the park. African-American
history would be elevated in
prominence on Camp Hill and NPS staff
would work with partners to promote
protection of and visitation to sites
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