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Need and Use of the Information: The 
information collected will serve as the 
basis for many agriculturally-based 
decisions. The data collection for the 
censuses of agriculture will be 
conducted primarily by mail-out/mail- 
back procedures and direct enumeration 
methods for Guam, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). 
Collecting this information less 
frequently would hinder Federal, State, 
and local governments’ ability to 
monitor the farm programs and 
environmental regulations affecting the 
agricultural economy. 

Description of Respondents: Farms; 
Individuals or households. 

Number of Respondents: 3,525,700. 
Frequency of Responses: Reporting: 

Other (Every 5 years). 
Total Burden Hours: 1,267,650. 

Charlene Parker, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–7277 Filed 5–11–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–20–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Office of the Secretary 

Notice of Appointment of Members to 
the National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, Education, and Economics 
Advisory Board 

AGENCY: Research, Education, and 
Economics, USDA. 
ACTION: Solicitation for membership. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
announces solicitation for nominations 
to fill 12 vacancies on the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, 
Education, and Economics Advisory 
Board. 

DATES: Deadline for Advisory Board 
member nominations is July 31, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods: E-mail: 
smorgan@csrees.usda.gov; Fax: 202– 
720–6199; Mail/Hand-Delivery/Courier: 
National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, Education, and Economics 
Advisory Board, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Room 344–A, Whitten 
Building, Washington, DC 20250–2255. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shirley Morgan-Jordan; Program 
Support Coordinator; Telephone: 202– 
720–3684. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
nominee’s name, resume, and 
completed Form AD–755 must be sent 

to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
National Research, Extension, 
Education, and Economics Advisory 
Board Office, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW.; Room 344–A, Whitten 
Building; Washington, DC 20250–2255. 

Section 1408 of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 
3123) was amended by the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 by adding one additional member 
to the National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, Education, and Economics 
Advisory Board, which totals 31 
members. Since the Advisory Boards 
inception by congressional legislation in 
1996, each member has represented a 
specific category related to farming or 
ranching, food production and 
processing, forestry research, crop and 
animal science, land-grant institutions, 
non-land grant college or university 
with a historic commitment to research 
in the food and agricultural sciences, 
food retailing and marketing, rural 
economic development, and natural 
resource and consumer interest groups, 
among many others. The Board was first 
appointed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture in September 1996 and one- 
third of its members were appointed for 
a one, two, and three-year term, 
respectively. 

The terms for 11 of the 31 members 
who represent specific categories will 
expire September 30, 2006. 
Nominations for a 3-year appointment 
for these 11 vacant categories are sought 
with the exception of Category CC. This 
is a two-year appointment. All 
nominees will be carefully reviewed for 
their expertise, leadership, and 
relevance to a category. 

The 12 slots to be filled are: 
Category A. National Farm 

Organization. 
Category C. Food Animal Commodity 

Producer. 
Category E. National Animal 

Commodity Organization. 
Category F. National Crop Commodity 

Organization. 
Category K. National Human Health 

Association. 
Category P. Hispanic-Serving 

Institutions. 
Category R. Non-Land Grant College 

or University with a Historic 
Commitment to Research in the Food 
and Agricultural Sciences. 

Category T. Transportation of Food 
and Agricultural Products to domestic 
and foreign markets. 

Category V. Food and Fiber 
Processors. 

Category AA. Private Sector 
Organization involved in International 
Development. 

Category CC. Research Agency of the 
Federal Government Other than USDA. 

Category DD. National Social Science 
Association. 

Nominations are being solicited from 
organizations, associations, societies, 
councils, federations, groups, and 
companies that represent a wide variety 
of food and agricultural interests 
throughout the country. Nominations 
for one individual who fits several of 
the categories listed above, or for more 
than one person who fits one category, 
will be accepted. In your nomination 
letter, please indicate the specific 
membership category for each nominee. 
Each nominee must fill out a form AD– 
755, ‘‘Advisory Committee Membership 
Background Information’’ (which can be 
obtained from the contact person above 
or may be printed out from the 
following Web site: http:// 
www.nareeeab.com then search AD– 
755). All nominees will be vetted before 
selection. 

Nominations are open to all 
individuals without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
mental or physical handicap, marital 
status, or sexual orientation. To ensure 
that recommendations of the Advisory 
Board take into account the needs of the 
diverse groups served by the 
Department, membership shall include, 
to the extent practicable, individuals 
with demonstrated ability to represent 
minorities, women, and persons with 
disabilities. 

Appointments to the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, 
Education, and Economics Advisory 
Board will be made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

Done at Washington, DC this 1st day of 
May 2006. 
Merle Pierson, 
Deputy Under Secretary, Research, 
Education, and Economics. 
[FR Doc. E6–7247 Filed 5–11–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

[Docket No. LS–05–09] 

United States Standard for Livestock 
and Meat Marketing Claim, Grass 
(Forage) Fed Claim 

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) is soliciting comments 
on a revised proposed voluntary 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 16:54 May 11, 2006 Jkt 208001 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\12MYN1.SGM 12MYN1sr
ob

er
ts

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S



27663 Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 92 / Friday, May 12, 2006 / Notices 

standard for a grass (forage) fed 
marketing claim. This proposed 
standard incorporates revisions made as 
a result of comments received as a result 
of an earlier published proposed 
standard. A number of livestock 
producers make such claims in order to 
distinguish their products in the 
marketplace. Once a voluntary standard 
is established, livestock producers may 
request that a grass (forage) fed claim be 
verified by USDA. Verification of this 
claim will be accomplished through an 
audit of the production process by AMS. 
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before August 10, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments, 
suggestions, and other input may be 
submitted to Martin E. O’Connor, Chief, 
Standardization Branch, Livestock and 
Seed Program, AMS, USDA, Room 
2607–S, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, DC 20250–0254. 
Comments may also be sent by facsimile 
to (202) 720–1112, by electronic mail to 
marketingclaim@usda.gov, or via the 
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov. 
Comments should refer to Docket No. 
LS–05–09. All comments received will 
be made available for public inspection 
at the above physical address during 
regular business hours (8 a.m.–4:30 
p.m.) and will be posted on the Internet 
at http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/stand/ 
claim.htm. A copy of this proposed 
voluntary United States Standards for 
Livestock and Meat Marketing Claim, 
Grass (Forage) Fed Claim, is available 
through the above physical address or 
by accessing the Web site at http:// 
www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/stand/st- 
pubs.htm. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Martin E. O’Connor, Chief, 
Standardization Branch, at (202) 720– 
4486. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
203(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act 
of 1946, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1622), 
directs and authorizes the Secretary of 
Agriculture ‘‘To develop and improve 
standards of quality, condition, 
quantity, grade, and packaging, and 
recommend and demonstrate such 
standards in order to encourage 
uniformity and consistency in 
commercial practices.’’ USDA is 
committed to carrying out this authority 
in a manner that facilitates the 
marketing of agricultural commodities. 
One way of achieving this objective is 
through the development and 
maintenance of voluntary standards by 
AMS. 

AMS is proposing this voluntary 
United States Standard for Livestock 
and Meat Marketing Claim, Grass 

(Forage) Fed Claim, in accordance with 
procedures that are contained in part 36 
of Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (7 CFR part 36). 

Paperwork Reduction Act 
In accordance with the Paperwork 

Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA; 44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.), the information collection 
and recordkeeping requirements for the 
services associated with the grass 
(forage) fed marketing claim is approved 
under Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Control No. 0581–0124, which 
expires August 31, 2008. 

Background 
Individuals and companies often 

highlight production and marketing 
practices in advertisements and 
promotions to distinguish their products 
in the marketplace. Since the late 1970s, 
livestock and meat producers 
(individuals and companies) have 
requested the voluntary services of 
USDA to verify or certify specific 
practices to increase the value of their 
products. One such production practice 
is the rearing of livestock on grasslands 
or forage products only. 

Since 1978, the Livestock and Seed 
(LS) Program, through the Meat Grading 
and Certification Branch, has provided 
certification, through direct product 
examination, for a number of producer 
claims related to livestock and/or 
carcass characteristics. The validity of 
such claims was enhanced since the 
product was ‘‘USDA Certified.’’ Since 
1996, the LS Program, through the ARC 
Branch, has offered a verification 
service 
(http://processverified.usda.gov/) to 
substantiate claims that cannot be 
determined by direct examination of 
marketed product. The USDA Process 
Verified Program provides suppliers of 
agricultural products or services the 
opportunity to distinguish specific 
activities involved in the production 
and processing of their agricultural 
products and to assure customers of 
their ability to provide consistent 
quality products or services. This is 
accomplished by documenting the 
quality management program and 
having the manufacturing or service 
delivery processes verified through 
independent, third party audits. The 
USDA Process Verified Program allows 
suppliers to make marketing claims— 
such as feeding practices or other 
raising and processing claims—and 
label and market their products as 
‘‘USDA Process Verified.’’ 

Product labels that include the grass 
(forage) fed marketing claim must be 
submitted to the Food Safety and 
Inspection Service (FSIS), Labeling and 

Consumer Protection Staff (LCPS), for 
evaluation prior to use. LCPS is USDA’s 
regulatory authority on domestic and 
imported meat, poultry, and egg product 
labeling, standards, and ingredients. 
The LS Program has worked closely 
with LCPS to develop the proposed 
voluntary grass (forage) fed marketing 
claim standard. Products or processes 
that do not meet the minimum 
requirements will not be recognized as 
USDA Certified or USDA Process 
Verified by AMS. The proposed 
standard for a grass (forage) fed 
marketing claim will be part of the 
voluntary USDA grade standards used 
in conjunction with USDA Process 
Verified program. 

Proposed Standard 
As multiple organizations began to 

seek USDA certification or verification 
for the same or similar production 
practices, AMS determined it would be 
beneficial to establish minimum 
standards for common production and 
marketing claims. These standards will 
be instrumental in facilitating 
communication, establishing a common 
trade language, and enhancing 
understanding among producers and 
processors and their customers. Past 
experience indicates standards sort a 
highly diverse population into more 
homogeneous groups and when 
standards are uniformly applied, they 
provide a valuable marketing tool. 

AMS develops standards for 
marketing and production claims based 
on LS Program experience with USDA 
Certified and USDA Process Verified 
programs, research into standard 
practices and procedures, and requests 
from the livestock and meat industries. 
In addition, the LS Program obtains 
input from a number of individual 
experts in government, industry, and 
academia while drafting the proposed 
standards and their corresponding 
thresholds. The LS Program proposed 
the U.S. Standards for Livestock and 
Meat Marketing Claims, as a notice and 
request for comments, in the December 
30, 2002, Federal Register (67 FR 
79552). This notice and request for 
comments covers only the grass (forage) 
fed claim. Other claims that appeared in 
the 2002 notice will be made final or 
modified and re-proposed as 
appropriate in separate documents 
published in the Federal Register. In the 
2002 notice, the grass (forage) fed claim 
standard was proposed such that grass, 
green or range pasture, or forage shall be 
80% or more of the primary energy 
source throughout the animal’s life 
cycle. AMS conducted a listening 
session on February 11, 2004 in 
Washington, DC to discuss the grass 
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(forage) fed claim proposed in the 2002 
notice. Participants as well as the issues 
raised were the same as or very similar 
to those reflected in the comments 
received concerning the December 30, 
2002 notice. As a result of the public 
comments received and public listening 
session conducted, AMS determined 
significant modification to the proposed 
grass (forage) fed standard was needed. 

Grass (Forage) Fed Claim Comments 
and Responses 

By the close of the comment period 
for the December 30, 2002 notice, AMS 
received 369 comments concerning the 
grass (forage) fed claim from consumers, 
academia, trade and professional 
associations, national organic 
associations, consumer advocacy 
associations, meat product industries, 
and livestock producers. Only three 
comments received were in general 
support of the standard as originally 
proposed. Summaries of issues raised by 
commenters and AMS’s responses 
follow. 

Grass (Forage) Definition and 
Percentage 

Comment: AMS received numerous 
comments suggesting the percentage of 
grass and forage in the standard be 
greater than the 80 percent originally 
proposed. Most comments suggested the 
standard be 100 percent grass or forage. 
Other comments recommended various 
levels of 90, 95, 98 and 99 percent grass 
and forage as the primary energy source. 
While other commenters suggested that 
animals be on 100 percent forage diet 
with the exception of the winter season 
when free-standing forage is 
unavailable, at which time the animals 
can be fed 85 percent forage derived 
diet. 

Commenters were not only strongly 
concerned about the percent of grass 
and forage but also requested further 
clarification of the forage definition. 
Some comments received requested a 
grass feeding category be added. A few 
comments stated only grass and no 
stockpiled or stored forages should be 
permitted for a grass (forage) fed 
labeling claim. 

Agency Response: In the listening 
session and the extensive comments 
received, emphasis was placed on the 
diverse grass feeding regimes across the 
nation. For example, in the South grass 
is more readily available year round 
verses out west. Accordingly, due to the 
diverse range and climate conditions 
throughout the United States, it is not 
practical to limit grass and forage 
consumption to only non-harvested 
grasses or forages and restrict the use of 
stockpiled or stored forages. The 

discussion of range conditions coupled 
with written comments has led AMS to 
develop a more detailed definition of 
forage and specific requirements for the 
grass (forage) fed claim. These details 
and specific requirements are set forth 
in this proposed standard. AMS 
determined the most appropriate way to 
integrate the grass (forage) fed claim into 
practical management systems and still 
maximize or keep the purest intent of 
grass and/or forage based diets was by 
changing the standard requirements to 
read that grass and/or forage shall be 99 
percent or higher of the energy source 
for the lifetime of the animal. This will 
permit very limited supplementation 
due to inadvertent exposure to non- 
forage feedstuffs and/or adverse 
environmental or physical conditions to 
ensure the animal’s well being at all 
times. Some comments indicated a need 
to distinguish grass (forage) fed and 
grass-finished categories; however, 
while participating in the grass (forage) 
fed claim listening session, the 
participants concluded the addition of a 
grass-finished category would only 
confuse consumers and lessen the 
meaning of a grass (forage) fed claim. 
The participants indicated the addition 
of another category to the claim would 
cause confusion in the wholesale and 
retail marketplace. 

Purpose and the Consumers’ 
Understanding of the Claim 

Comment: Many commenters 
requested the standard provide 
consumers with the confidence that 
they are purchasing what is represented 
on the label. One commenter stated that 
the grass (forage) fed claim should be 
meaningful and represent the product 
the consumer thinks they are buying— 
not some obscure definition. Other 
comments received requested that it be 
established whether the claim’s purpose 
is to market the raising practices or to 
market the resulting meat characteristics 
of the grass (forage) fed animal. Some 
commenters discussed that they either 
raise or eat grass (forage) fed meat 
because grass (forage) fed livestock 
results in meat that has desirable levels 
of Conjugated Linoleic Acid (CLA) and 
omega-3 fatty acids. AMS received 
numerous general comments that 
opposed the definition of grass as 80% 
of the primary energy source as they 
indicated it would undermine the 
integrity of grass (forage) fed animal 
production. The majority of the 
commenters demanded further 
clarification of the definition so that the 
claim meets their production 
expectations i.e., grass (forage) fed, free- 
range, and antibiotic-free meat). A few 
comments received also suggested 

restrictions be established so that grass 
(forage) fed animals cannot be fed in 
confinement and one commenter stated 
the standard should acknowledge the 
overall positive environmental impact. 

Agency Response: AMS’s standards 
and specifications should provide 
consumers and the industry confidence 
that the product consumed is actually 
produced in ways the label states. 
Additionally, AMS determined that all 
animals which meet the minimum 
requirements for grass (forage) feeding 
should be eligible for the grass (forage) 
fed claim and additional requirements 
or characteristics beyond energy source 
should not be incorporated in the 
standard (i.e., resulting meat 
characteristics such as level of CLA or 
omega-3 fatty acids or production 
practices). It will be up to the producer 
to make additional distinctions in their 
meat products beyond the grass (forage) 
fed claim and to educate their target 
consumers. While there is a synergistic 
nature to grass feeding and free range 
conditions, AMS has determined it is 
preferable to keep the terminology 
separate and develop two distinct 
standards for both grass (forage) fed and 
free range claims, particularly in view of 
possible distinctions in their energy 
sources. Granted, most grass (forage) fed 
livestock will also qualify as free range 
livestock (not fed in confinement); 
however, not all free range livestock 
will receive their entire energy source 
from grass or forage. For similiar 
reasons, the potential environmental 
impact of grass feeding was not 
included as an element in the grass 
(forage) claim standard. 

Elimination of the Claim 
Comment: Twenty nine comments 

suggested or referenced the elimination 
of the standard as written. Commenters 
argued that the claim as originally 
proposed was not acceptable, too lax 
and misleading. They also stated the 
standard would undermine the integrity 
of grass (forage) fed beef and provide a 
loophole for grain-fed animals to be 
marketed as grass (forage) fed. 

Agency Response: A substantial 
amount of support has been shown 
throughout the livestock and meat 
industry for the creation of a grass 
(forage) fed marketing claim. Taking 
into account this support, AMS has 
determined that eliminating this claim 
would not be a viable option. However, 
AMS also determined significant 
modifications to the proposed grass 
(forage) fed standard were needed, as 
discussed previously in this notice. 

Accordingly, AMS proposes the 
following voluntary United States 
Standard for Livestock and Meat 
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Marketing Claim, Grass (Forage) Fed 
Claim, in this notice and seeks further 
public comment by interested parties. 

United States Standards for Livestock 
and Meat Marketing Claims Relating to 
Live Animal Production, Grass (Forage) 
Fed Claim 

Background: For the purpose of this 
claim, forage is any edible herbaceous 
plant material, other than separated 
grain, that can be grazed or harvested for 
feeding. This claim applies to ruminant 
animals whose sole energy/feed source 
throughout their life span is derived 
from grass (annual and perennial), forbs 
(legumes, brassicas), browse, forage, or 
stockpiled forages. Hay, haylage, 
baleage, silage, ensilage and post- 
harvest crop residue without separated 
grain may also be included in the 
feeding regime. Consumption of seeds 
naturally attached to herbage, forage and 
browse or grain in the immature stage is 
acceptable. Grass and/or forage must be 
99 percent or higher of the energy 
source consumed by the animal during 
its lifetime, with the exception of milk 
consumed prior to weaning. Very 
limited supplementation (i.e., less than 
one percent of the total energy 
consumed during the animal’s lifetime) 
due to inadvertent exposure to non- 
forage feedstuffs or to ensure the 
animal’s well being at all times during 
adverse environmental/physical 
conditions is permissible. Additionally, 
routine mineral and vitamin 
supplementation is permissible. 

Claim and Standard 

Grass (Forage) Fed—Grass (annual 
and perennial), forbs (legumes, 
brassicas), browse, forage, or stockpiled 
forages, and post-harvest crop residue 
without separated grain shall be at least 
99 percent of the energy source for the 
lifetime of the ruminant specie, with the 
exception of milk consumed prior to 
weaning. Routine mineral and vitamin 
supplementation may also be included 
in the feeding regimen. Grass (forage) 
fed claims will be verified, as provided 
in 7 CFR part 62, by a feeding protocol 
that confirms a grass or forage-based 
diet that is 99 percent or higher. 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1621–1627. 

Dated: May 9, 2006. 

Lloyd C. Day, 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–7276 Filed 5–11–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–02–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2006–0069] 

Notice of Request for Extension of 
Approval of an Information Collection; 
National Animal Identification System; 
Information Requirements for Animal 
Identification Number Tag 
Manufacturers, Managers, and 
Resellers 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Extension of approval of an 
information collection; comment 
request. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s intention to 
request an extension of approval of an 
information collection associated with 
the animal identification number 
management system, a component of the 
National Animal Identification System. 
DATES: We will consider all comments 
that we receive on or before July 11, 
2006. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and, in the 
lower ‘‘Search Regulations and Federal 
Actions’’ box, select ‘‘Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’’ from the 
agency drop-down menu, then click on 
‘‘Submit.’’ In the Docket ID column, 
select APHIS–2006–0069 to submit or 
view public comments and to view 
supporting and related materials 
available electronically. Information on 
using Regulations.gov, including 
instructions for accessing documents, 
submitting comments, and viewing the 
docket after the close of the comment 
period, is available through the site’s 
‘‘User Tips’’ link. 

• Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: 
Please send four copies of your 
comment (an original and three copies) 
to Docket No. APHIS–2006–0069, 
Regulatory Analysis and Development, 
PPD, APHIS, Station 3A–03.8, 4700 
River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 
20737–1238. Please state that your 
comment refers to Docket No. APHIS– 
2006–0069. 

Reading Room: You may read any 
comments that we receive on this 
docket in our reading room. The reading 
room is located in room 1141 of the 
USDA South Building, 14th Street and 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC. Normal reading room 

hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. To be 
sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 690–2817 before 
coming. 

Other Information: Additional 
information about APHIS and its 
programs is available on the Internet at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information regarding the animal 
identification number management 
system, contact Mr. Vincent Chapman, 
Program Analyst, Surveillance and 
Identification Programs, National Center 
for Animal Health Programs, VS, 
APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 200, 
Riverdale, MD 20737; (301) 734–0739. 
For copies of more detailed information 
on the information collection, contact 
Mrs. Celeste Sickles, APHIS’ 
Information Collection Coordinator, at 
(301) 734–7477. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: National Animal Identification 
System; Information Requirements for 
Animal Identification Number Tag 
Manufacturers, Managers, and Resellers. 

OMB Number: 0579–0283. 
Type of Request: Extension of 

approval of an information collection. 
Abstract: As part of its ongoing efforts 

to safeguard U.S. animal health, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
initiated the implementation of the 
National Animal Identification System 
(NAIS) in 2004. NAIS is a cooperative 
State-Federal-industry partnership to 
standardize and expand animal 
identification programs and practices to 
all livestock species and poultry. NAIS 
is being developed through the 
integration of three components- 
premises identification, animal 
identification, and animal tracking. The 
long-term goal of the NAIS is to provide 
animal health officials with the 
capability to identify all livestock and 
premises that have had direct contact 
with a disease of concern within 48 
hours after discovery. 

NAIS is currently a voluntary 
program. To ensure the NAIS not only 
provides the results necessary to 
maintain the health of the national herd 
but also is a program that is practical for 
producers and all others involved in 
production, USDA has adopted a 
phased-in approach to implementation. 

The first priority has been to register 
premises where livestock are held with 
a nationally unique 7-character 
premises identification number (PIN). 
Producers with species identified by 
group or lot may use their premises 
number to establish group/lot 
identification numbers for their animals. 
Producers who have registered premises 
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