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Restoration Fund to pay for restoration 
projects; $427,500 will be paid to DOI 
for past assessment costs; $32,500 will 
be paid to the State of Ohio for past 
assessment costs; $225,000 will be paid 
by Elkeem Metals as a civil penalty for 
its CWA violations; and $525,000 will 
be paid by Eramet Marietta as a civil 
penalty for its CWA violations. 

The Department of Justice will 
receive, for a period of thirty (30) days 
from the date of this publication, 
comments relating to the proposed 
consent decree. Comments should be 
addressed to the Assistant Attorney 
General, Environment and Natural 
Resources Division, P.O. Box 7611, U.S. 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC 
20044–7611, and should refer to United 
States, et al., v. Elkem Metals, et al., DOJ 
Ref. # 90–5–1–07310. 

The proposed consent decree may be 
examined at the office of the United 
States Attorney for the Southern District 
of Ohio, 303 Marconi Blvd., Suite 200, 
Columbus, OH 43215, and at U.S. EPA 
Region 5, 77 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago, IL 60604. During the public 
comment period, the consent decrees 
may also be examined on the following 
Department of Justice Web site, http:// 
www.usdoj.gov/enrd/open.html. A copy 
of the Consent Decree may also be 
obtained by mail from the Consent 
Decree Library, P.O. Box 7611, U.S. 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC 
20044–7611, or by faxing a request to 
Tonia Fleetwood, fax no. (202) 514– 
0097, phone confirmation number (202) 
514–1547. In requesting a copy, please 
refer to the referenced case and enclose 
a check in the amount of $5.75 (25 cents 
per page reproduction costs), payable to 
the U.S. Treasury. 

William D. Brighton, 
Assistant Chief, Environmental Enforcement 
Section, Environment and Natural Resources 
Division. 
[FR Doc. 06–2200 Filed 3–8–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4410–15–M 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Notice of Lodging of Consent Decree 
Under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act 

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 21, 2006, a proposed Consent 
Decree in United States v. Quanex 
Corporation, Civil Action No. 3:05–cv– 
50102, was lodged with the United 
States District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 

In this action the United States 
sought, under section 107 of the 
Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (‘‘CERCLA’’), 42 U.S.C. 9607, to 
recover response costs incurred or to be 
incurred by the United States in 
connection with the Jepscor Metals 
Superfund Site (the ‘‘Site’’), located 
southeast of the City of Dixon, in Lee 
County, Illinois. Under the proposed 
settlement, Quanex Corporation 
(‘‘Settling Defendant’’) will pay one 
million dollars of U.S. EPA’s past costs 
incurred at the Site. In return, the 
Settling Defendant will receive 
contribution protection and a covenant 
not to sue from the United States for 
past response costs, as defined in the 
Consent Decree. 

The Department of Justice will receive 
for a period of thirty (30) days from the 
date of this publication comments 
relating to the Consent Decree. 
Comments should be addressed to the 
Assistant Attorney General, 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Division, P.O. Box 7611, U.S. 
Department of Justice, Washington, DC 
20044–7611, and should refer to United 
States v. Quanex Corporation, D.J. Ref. 
90–11–2–08317. 

The Consent Decree may be examined 
at the Office of the United States 
Attorney, 308 West State Street, Suite 
300, Rockford, Illinois 61101, and at 
U.S. EPA Region V, 77 West Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago, IL 60604. During the 
public comment period, the Consent 
Decree may also be examined on the 
following Department of Justice Web 
site: http://www.usdoj.gov/enrd/ 
open.html. A copy of the Consent 
Decree may also be obtained by mail 
from the Consent Decree Library, P.O. 
Box 7611, U.S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC 20044–7611 or by 
faxing or e-mailing a request to Tonia 
Fleetwood tonia.fleetwood@usdoj.gov), 
fax no. (202) 514–0097, phone 
confirmation number (202) 514–1547. In 
requesting a copy from the Consent 
Decree Library, please enclose a check 
in the amount of $5.25 (25 cents per 
page reproduction cost) payable to the 
U.S. Treasury. 

William D. Brighton, 
Assistant Chief, Environmental Enforcement 
Section, Environment and Natural Resources 
Division. 
[FR Doc. 06–2199 Filed 3–8–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4410–15–M 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Proposed Collection, 
Comment Request 

AGENCY: National Science Foundation. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The National Science 
Foundation (NSF) is announcing plans 
to request clearance for this collection. 
In accordance with the requirement of 
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, we are providing 
opportunity for public comment on this 
action. After obtaining and considering 
public comment, NSF will prepare the 
submission requesting OMB clearance 
of this collection for no longer than 
three years. 

Comments are invited on (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the Agency, 
including whether the information shall 
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of 
the Agency’s estimate of the burden of 
the proposed collection of information; 
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility, 
and clarity of the information on 
respondents, including through the use 
of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology; 
and (d) ways to minimize the burden of 
the collection of information of 
respondents, including through the use 
of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 
DATES: Written comments should be 
received by May 8, 2006, to be assured 
of consideration. Comments received 
after that date will be considered to the 
extent practicable. 
ADDRESSES: Writen comments regarding 
the information collection and requests 
for copies of the proposed information 
collection request should be addressed 
to Suzanne Plimpton, Reports Clearance 
Officer, National Science Foundation, 
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Room 295, 
Arlington, VA 22230, or by e-mail to 
splimpton@nsf.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Suzanne Plimpton on (703) 292–7556 or 
send e-mail to splimpton@nsf.gov. 
Individuals who use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern time, 
Monday through Friday. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title of Collection: New Project Data 
Form. 

OMB Control No.: 3145—New. 
Expiration Date of Approval: Not 

applicable. 
Abstract: The New Project Data Form 

is a component of all grant proposals 
submitted to NSF’s Division of 
Undergraduate Education. This form 
collects information needed to direct 
proposals to appropriate reviewers and 
to report the estimated collective impact 
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of proposed projects on institutions, 
students, and faculty members. 
Requested information includes the 
discipline of the proposed project, 
collaborating organizations involved in 
the project, the academic level on which 
the project focuses (e.g., lower-level 
undergraduate courses, upper-level 
undergraduate courses), characteristics 
of the organization submiting the 
proposal, special audiences (if any) that 
the project would target (e.g., women, 
minorities, persons with disabilities), 
strategic foci (if any) of the project (e.g., 
research on teaching and learning, 
international activities, integration of 
research and education), and the 
number of students and faculty at 
different educational levels who would 
benefit from the project. 

Respondents: Investigators who 
submit proposals to NSF’s Division of 
Undergraduate Education. 

Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 2,500. 

Burden on the Public: 20 minutes (per 
response) for an annual total of 833 
hours. 

Dated: March 6, 2006. 
Suzanne Plimpton, 
Reports Clearance Officer, National Science 
Foundation. 
[FR Doc. 06–2250 Filed 3–8–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7555–01–M 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket No. 50–348] 

Southern Nuclear Operating Company; 
Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Power Plant, 
Unit 1; Environmental Assessment and 
Finding of No Significant Impact 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is considering 
issuance of an exemption from Title 10 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 
CFR) Part 50, Appendix R, ‘‘Fire 
Protection Program for Nuclear Power 
Facilities Operating Prior to January 1, 
1979,’’ Section III.G.2, for Facility 
Operating License No. NPF–2, issued to 
Southern Nuclear Operating Company 
(SNC or the licensee), for operation of 
the Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Power 
Plant (FNP), Unit 1, located in Houston 
County, Alabama. Therefore, as required 
by 10 CFR 51.21, the NRC is issuing this 
environmental assessment and finding 
of no significant impact. 

Environmental Assessment 

Identification of the Proposed Action 

The proposed action would allow the 
use of fire-rated electrical cable 

produced by Meggitt Safety System, Inc. 
(previously known as Whittaker 
Electronic Resources Unit of Whittaker 
Electronic Systems), for several cables 
in Fire Areas 1–013 and 1–042 
associated with safe shutdown (SSD) 
control circuits. The licensee proposes 
the use of these fire-rated electrical 
cables in lieu of the alternatives 
specified in Section III.G.2 of Appendix 
R. In summary, SNC has requested a 
permanent exemption from 10 CFR 
Appendix R, Section III.G.2 to use 1- 
hour fire-rated cable in lieu of a 1-hour 
rated fire barrier as required by 10 CFR 
Part 50, Appendix R, Section III.G.2 for 
protection of safe shutdown control 
circuits located in Fire Areas 1–013 and 
1–042. Section III.G.2 of 10 CFR Part 50, 
Appendix R, provides fire protection 
requirements for electrical cables 
located within the same fire areas whose 
failure could cause the maloperation of 
redundant trains of systems necessary to 
achieve and maintain hot shutdown 
conditions. These areas are required to 
have protection features such that one of 
the redundant trains will be free of fire 
damage in the event of a fire. One 
method, described in Section III.G.2, for 
ensuring compliance with this 
requirement is to enclose the cable and 
equipment and associated non-safety 
circuits of one redundant train in a 1- 
hour rated fire barrier. In addition, an 
area-wide automatic fire suppression 
and detection system shall be installed 
in the fire area. 

A postulated fire in Fire Area 1–013 
or 1–042 could cause loss of offsite 
power since both fire areas contain 
cable bus ducts from the startup 
transformers to both redundant trains of 
the 4 kilovolt (kV) Appendix R SSD 
buses. A postulated fire in either of 
these fire areas could also potentially 
impact the function of the Train B of the 
4 kV Emergency Diesel Generator 1B 
control circuitry. The majority of the 
Train A onsite electrical power system 
components required for Appendix R 
SSD are not located in Fire Area 1–013 
or 1–042. Certain Train A onsite power 
system related SSD circuits located in 
Fire Areas 1–013 and 1–042 will be 
protected by a 1-hour fire-rated 
electrical cable along with area-wide 
automatic fire suppression and 
detection. 

Thus, the licensee’s request for an 
exemption addresses the situation 
wherein a 1-hour rated fire barrier as 
described in Section III.G.2 of 10 CFR 
Part 50, Appendix R is not provided for 
certain components. Instead, these 
credited Train A components will 
utilize fire-rated electrical cables 
(Mineral Insulated (MI) cables). This 
fire-rated electrical cable has been tested 

in accordance with American Society 
for Testing Materials E–119, ‘‘Standard 
Test Methods for Fire Tests of Building 
Construction Materials.’’ Further details 
of the NRC staff’s review of this issue, 
with respect to determining that the fire- 
rated electrical cables would be capable 
of providing an equivalent level of 
protection as would be provided by a 1- 
hour rated fire barrier, are provided in 
a related safety evaluation. 

The proposed action is in accordance 
with the licensee’s application dated 
January 19, 2005, as supplemented by 
letters dated June 9 (two letters) and 
November 18, 2005. 

The Need for the Proposed Action 

The exemption is needed to enable 
the licensee to utilize fire-rated 
electrical cables (MI cables) for certain 
components in lieu of a 1-hour rated fire 
barrier, as described in Section III.G.2 of 
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix R, for FNP, 
Unit 1 Fire Areas 1–013 and 1–042. 

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed 
Action 

The NRC has completed its safety 
evaluation of the proposed action and 
concludes that the proposed exemption 
will not present an undue risk to the 
public health and safety. The details of 
the NRC staff’s safety evaluation will be 
provided in an exemption that will be 
issued in a letter to the licensee. The 
action relates to revising the bases for 
the adequacy of the fire protection 
program at FNP, Unit 1. 

The proposed action will not 
significantly increase the probability or 
consequences of accidents. No changes 
are being made in the types of effluents 
that may be released offsite, and there 
is no significant increase in 
occupational or public radiation 
exposure. Therefore, there are no 
significant radiological environmental 
impacts associated with the proposed 
action. 

With regard to potential non- 
radiological impacts, the proposed 
action does not have a potential to affect 
any historic sites. It does not affect non- 
radiological plant effluents and has no 
other environmental impact. Therefore, 
there are no significant non-radiological 
environmental impacts associated with 
the proposed action. 

Accordingly, the NRC concludes that 
there are no significant environmental 
impacts associated with the proposed 
action. 

Environmental Impacts of the 
Alternatives to the Proposed Action 

As an alternative to the proposed 
action, the staff considered denial of the 
proposed action (i.e., the ‘‘no-action’’ 
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