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Additional Public Notification 

Public awareness of all segments of 
rulemaking and policy development is 
important. Consequently, in an effort to 
better ensure that minorities, women, 
and persons with disabilities are aware 
of this notice, FSIS will announce it on- 
line through the FSIS Web page located 
at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/regulations/ 
2005_Notices_Index/index.asp. 

FSIS will also make copies of this 
Federal Register publication available 
through the FSIS Constituent Update, 
which is used to provide information 
regarding FSIS policies, procedures, 
regulations, Federal Register notices, 
FSIS public meetings, recalls and other 
types of information that could affect or 
would be of interest to our constituents 
and stakeholders. The update is 
communicated via Listserv, a free e-mail 
subscription service consisting of 
industry, trade, and farm groups, 
consumer interest groups, allied health 
professionals, scientific professionals, 
and other individuals who have 
requested to be included. The update 
also is available on the FSIS Web page. 
Through Listserv and the Web page, 
FSIS is able to provide information to a 
much broader, more diverse audience. 

In addition, FSIS offers an e-mail 
subscription service which provides an 
automatic and customized notification 
when popular pages are updated, 
including Federal Register publications 
and related documents. This service is 
available at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/ 
news_and_events/email_subscription/ 
and allows FSIS customers to sign up 
for subscription options across eight 
categories. Options range from recalls to 
export information to regulations, 
directives and notices. 

Customers can add or delete 
subscriptions themselves and have the 
option to password protect their 
account. 

Done at Washington, DC on February 7, 
2006. 
Barbara J. Masters, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. E6–1936 Filed 2–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–DM–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Northeast Yaak SEIS; Kootenai 
National Forest, Lincoln County, MT 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
supplemental environmental impact 
statement. 

SUMMARY: The Forest Service will 
prepare a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) for the 
Northeast Yaak project. The Northeast 
Yaak project includes urban interface 
fuels treatments, vegetation 
management, watershed rehabilitation 
activities, wildlife habitat improvement, 
and access management changes, 
including road decommissioning. The 
project is located in the Northeast Yaak 
planning subunit on the Three Rivers 
Ranger District, Kootenai National 
Forest, Lincoln County, Montana, and 
northeast of Troy, Montana. The Notice 
of Availability of the Draft EIS for this 
project was published in the Federal 
Register (70 FR 14315) on March 25, 
2005, and the notice of the Final EIS (70 
FR 38131) on July 1, 2005. The Record 
of Decision on this project was 
administratively appealed to the 
Regional Forester per 36 CFR part 215. 
The Regional Forester reversed the 
decision on September 26, 2005, citing 
an inadequate cumulative effects 
analysis. A Supplemental EIS is being 
prepared to further address cumulative 
effects for the Northeast Yaak project. 
DATES: Scoping is not required for 
supplements to environmental impact 
statements (40 CFR 1502.9(c)(4)). There 
was extensive public involvement in the 
development of the proposed action, the 
Draft EIS and the Final EIS, and the 
Forest Service is not inviting comments 
at this time. 
ADDRESSES: The line officer responsible 
for this analysis is: Michael L. Balboni, 
District Ranger, Three Rivers Range 
District, 1437 Hwy 2, Troy, MT 59935. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Eric 
Dickinson, Team Leader, Three Rivers 
Ranger District, at (406) 295–4693. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The Northeast Yaak project area 
approximately 26 air miles northeast of 
Troy, Montana, within all or portions of 
T37N, R29W–R32W, and T36N, R30W– 
R31W, PMM, Lincoln County, Montana. 

The purpose and need for this project 
is to: (1) Reduce fuels and the potential 
for crown fires in the urban interface 
and other forested areas; (2) manage for 
more diverse and sustainable vegetative 
conditions; (3) improve conditions in 
old growth habitat; (4) improve growing 
conditions and long-term management 
of overstocked sapling/pole stands; (5) 
improve and maintain winter range 
conditions; (6) improve the quality of 
grizzly bear habitat; (7) provide for 
motorized access to National Forest 
resources for recreation and to meet 
management objectives, while 
maintaining wildlife security; (8) 
continue to decrease cumulative 
sediment introduction to streams from 

roads; and (9) contribute forest products 
to the economy. 

The Northeast Yaak Record of 
Decision (ROD) was released at the same 
time as the Final EIS and the legal 
notice of decision was published in the 
newspaper of record on June 18, 2005. 
The ROD selected Alternative C- 
Modified which authorized the 
following: (1) Approximately 1,860 
acres of commercial timber harvest to 
reduce fuels, improve forest conditions, 
and contribute products to the economy 
(13.5 MMBF/33,000 CCF); (2) an 
estimated 350 acres of non-commercial 
fuels reduction treatments; (3) pre- 
commercial thinning on 286 acres; (4) 
watershed rehabilitation activities, 
including decommissioning on 
approximately 22 miles of road, and 
another 6.6 miles of road stabilized 
before being placed in grizzly bear core; 
(5) opening of 4 miles of the Vinal Lake 
Road #746 to improve motorized loop 
access, with a seasonal restriction, and 
other access management changes; and 
(6) a project-specific Forest Plan 
amendment to allow fuels reduction 
harvest in designated old growth to 
maintain old growth habitat. 

The SEIS is intended to provide 
additional documentation of the 
cumulative effects analysis to the 
public, including information relating to 
past, ongoing, and reasonably 
foreseeable actions and the cumulative 
effects to natural resources. 

A Draft SEIS is expected to be 
available for public review and 
comment in March 2006; and a Final 
SEIS in May 2006. The comment period 
for the Draft SEIS will be 45 days from 
the date the EPA publishes the notice of 
availability in the Federal Register. 

The Forest Service believes it is 
important to give reviewers notice of 
several court rulings related to public 
participation in the environmental 
review process. First, reviewers of draft 
environmental impact statements must 
structure their participation in the 
environmental review of the proposal so 
that it is meaningful and alerts an 
agency to the reviewer’s position and 
contentions. Vermont Yankee Nuclear 
Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 
(1978). Also environmental objections 
that could be raised at the draft 
environmental impact statement stage 
may be waived or dismissed by the 
courts. City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 
F.2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and 
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). 
Because of these court rulings, it is very 
important that those interested in this 
proposed action participate by the close 
of the 45 day comment period so that 
substantive comments and objections 
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are made available to the Forest Service 
at a time when it can meaningfully 
consider and respond to them in the 
Final SEIS. Reviewers may wish to refer 
to the Council on Environmental 
Quality regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points. 

Responsible Official 
Bob Castaneda, Forest Supervisor of 

the Kootenai National Forest, 1101 U.S. 
Highway 2 West, Libby, MT 59923, is 
the Responsible Official for this project. 
The Record of Decision will identify the 
land management activities to be 
implemented in the project area 
including urban interface fuels 
treatments, vegetation management, 
watershed rehabilitation activities, 
wildlife habitat improvement, access 
management changes, including road 
decommissioning, monitoring, and 
whether or not a Forest Plan 
amendment is necessary. The Forest 
Supervisor will make a decision on this 
project after considering comments and 
responses, environmental consequences 
discussed in the Final SEIS, and 
applicable laws, regulations and 
policies. The decision and supporting 
reasons will be documented in a Record 
of Decision. 

Dated: February 6, 2006. 
Bob Castaneda, 
Forest Supervisor, Kootenai National Forest. 
[FR Doc. 06–1298 Filed 2–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Deschutes Provincial Advisory 
Committee (DPAC); Notice of Meeting 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Deschutes Provincial 
Advisory Committee will meet on 
February 27, 2006 starting at 8 a.m. in 
the DeArmond Room of the Deschutes 
Services building on 1300 Wall Street, 
Bend, Oregon. Agenda items will 
include Pac Status and Rechartering, 
Biomass and Utilization News, Travel 
Management Rule, Survey and Manage, 
Update on Current Litigation and Court 
Rulings, FERC Licensing, 
Administrative Site Activity, and 
Invasive Plant Management. The 
remainder of the day will include info 
sharing and a Public Forum from 2 p.m. 
till 2:30 p.m. All Deschutes Province 
Advisory Committee Meetings are open 
to the public. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Chris Mickle, Province Liaison, 
Deschutes NF, Crescent RD, P.O. Box 
208, Crescent, OR 97754, Phone (541) 
433–3216. 

Cecilia R. Seesholtz, 
Deputy Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Doc. 06–1297 Filed 2–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Rural Business-Cooperative Service 

Inviting Applications for Renewable 
Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency 
Improvements Grants and Guaranteed 
Loans 

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service (RBS), USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service (RBS) announces the availability 
of funds for fiscal year (FY) 2006 to 
purchase renewable energy systems and 
make energy efficiency improvements 
for agriculture producers and rural 
small businesses in eligible rural areas. 
The amount available for competitive 
grants is $11.385 million. 
Approximately $176.5 million in 
guaranteed loan authority is also 
available. Any guarantee loan funds that 
are not obligated by August 1, 2006, will 
be pooled and revert to the National 
Office reserve for grant use. USDA is 
currently in the process of evaluating 
the potential for a direct loan program 
to help finance renewable energy and 
energy efficiency projects for rural small 
businesses and agricultural producers. 
Therefore, for purposes of FY 2006, 
funding will be limited to grants and 
guaranteed loans. 

For renewable energy systems, the 
minimum grant request is $2,500 and 
the maximum is $500,000. For energy 
efficiency improvements, the minimum 
acceptable grant request is $1,500 and 
the maximum is $250,000. The 
maximum amount of a guaranteed loan 
made to a borrower will be $10 million. 
For FY 2006, the guarantee fee amount 
is 1.0% (one percent) of the guaranteed 
portion of the loan and the annual 
renewal fee is 0.125% (one-eighth of 
one percent) of the guaranteed portion 
of the loan. 
DATES: The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will conduct one 
competitive grant solicitation in 2006. 
Applications must be completed and 
submitted to the appropriate USDA 
Rural Development State Office 
postmarked no later than May 12, 2006. 
Grant applications postmarked after this 

date will be returned to the applicant 
with no action. Any guaranteed loan 
funds not obligated by August 1, 2006 
will be made available for competitive 
grants under this notice. Guaranteed 
loans will be awarded on a continuous 
basis. Applications are due to the 
National Office for funding 
consideration by July 3, 2006. In 
accordance with RD Instructions 1940– 
G, all environmental assessments must 
be completed prior to submission to the 
National Office. 
ADDRESSES: Submit applications to the 
USDA Rural Development State Office 
in the State where your project is 
located or, in the case of rural small 
businesses, where your business is 
headquartered. A list of the Rural 
Development State Offices and Energy 
Coordinators addresses and telephone 
numbers follow. For further information 
about this solicitation, please contact 
the applicable State Office. This 
document is available on our Web site 
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/ 
farmbill/index.html. 

USDA State Rural Development Offices 

Alabama 
Mary Ann Clayton, USDA Rural 

Development, Sterling Centre, Suite 
601, 4121 Carmichael Road, 
Montgomery, AL 36106–3683, (334) 
279–3615. 

Alaska 
Dean Stewart, USDA Rural 

Development, 800 West Evergreen, 
Suite 201, Palmer, AK 99645–6539, 
(907) 761–7722. 

Arizona 
Alan Watt, USDA Rural Development, 

230 N. First Avenue, Suite 206, 
Phoenix, AZ 85003–1706, (602) 280– 
8769. 

Arkansas 
Shirley Tucker, USDA Rural 

Development, 700 West Capitol 
Avenue, Room 3416, Little Rock, AR 
72201–3225, (501) 301–3280. 

California 
Joseph Choperena, USDA Rural 

Development, 430 G Street, 4169, 
Davis, CA 95616–4169, (530) 792– 
5826. 

Colorado 
Linda Sundine, USDA Rural 

Development, 655 Parfet Street, Room 
E–100, Lakewood, CO 80215, (720) 
544–2929. 

Delaware-Maryland 
James Waters, USDA Rural 

Development, 1221 College Park 
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